Volume 42

Issue 2

Article 1

10-2004

ETHJ Vol-42 No-2

The East Texas Historical Journal is a publication of the East Texas Historical Association
(ETHA). The ETHA is a membership organization founded in 1962 to support research into the
unique histories of East Texas and to educate and engage others in the effort.
More information about the ETHA is available at www.easttexashistorical.org
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ethj
Part of the United States History Commons

Tell us how this article helped you.

Provide feedback to ETHA.

Recommended Citation
(2004) "ETHJ Vol-42 No-2," East Texas Historical Journal: Vol. 42: Iss. 2, Article 1.
Available at: https://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/ethj/vol42/iss2/1

This Full Issue has been accepted for inclusion in the East Texas Historical Journal by an authorized editor of ETHA
and SFA. This Full Issue is brought to you free and open access by the Journals at SFA ScholarWorks. For more
information, please contact cdsscholarworks@sfasu.edu.

VOLUME XLII

F

3~ I

2004

NUMBER 2

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
2003-2004 OFFICERS
"

Gail K Beil
,
Cary D. Wintz
R.G. Dean
Portia L. Gordon

President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Secretary-Treasurer

,
,

,

,

DIRECTORS
Robert C. Bashaw
W.R. "Russ" Campbell
Alexander Pratt
Priscilla M. Benham
Jonathan K. Gerland ,
Beverly J. Rowe
Margaret Agnor
Dennis Bradford
Ted Lawe
,
, ,.. ,
Kenneth E. Hendrickson, Jr. "
Ty Cashion
, ,

Lufldn
Canyon Lake
Texas City .,
Houston
Diboll
Texarkana
Marshall
Nacogdoches
Emory
Wichita Falls
Huntsville

,

, ,
, "
,
,

,

,

2004
2004
2004
2005
2005
2005
2006
2006
2006
ex-President
ex-President

EDITORIAL BOARD
Valentine J. Belfiglio
Bob Bowman
Garna L. Christian
Ouida !)ean,
,
Patricia A. Gajda ., , "
Robert W. Glover .. , , "
Bobby H. Johnson
, ,
Patricia Kell
Max S. Lale
,
Chuck Parsons

:

"
, ,

,

Fred TaJPley

Archie P. McDonald
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND EDITOR
Mark D. Barringer
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

MEMBERSHIP
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS pay $100 annually
LIFE MEMBERS pay $300 or more
BENEFACTOR pays $100, PATRON pays $50 annually
STUDENT MEMBERS pay $12 annually
FAMILY MEMBERS pay $35 annually
REGULAR MEMBERS pay $25 annually
Journals $7.50 per copy
P.O. Box 6223
Stephen F. Austin State University
Nacogdoches, TX 75962
936-468-2407
e-mail: amcdonald@sfasu.edu
http://www.easttexashistorical.org
© Copyright 2004
XUI - No. 2 - East Texas Historical Association

Dallas
Lufldn
Houston
N acogdoches
Tyler
F1int
Nacogdoches
Baytown
Fort Worth
Luling
Commerce

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL JOURNAL

Volume XLII

NUMBER 2

2004

CONTENTS
WITNESS TO TRAGEDY:
THE SHUTTLE COLUMBIA DISASTER
by Dennis Bradford

,

~:·..-v:::

4u.

~~~.'

.;.

3

.

WILLING MISTRESS OR DEVOTED WIFE:
;;:
'G ?()I1~
.~
HARRIET A. AMES IN THE EARLY DA ~F ~EP~bJ-}~TEX~
hy Sharon Orleans La C"'-lce
W"'•....
S?
U(/:1A
_

a

TEXAS SCHOOL LAWS AND PUBLIC EDUC
THE BEGINNINGS OF PUBLIC SCHOOL

~

HENDERSON COUNTY, TEXAS, lR54by Kenneth l*lyne Howell

N IN

Sf::. vr!~Uh-

I,)

~

EA~XA~

c' ...

~->

('>;."
\.

':h",

.,

f/c:.b.II.... Ql
r:.. :"~'.,,('·:~
v~~"·"

oJ

-

25

THE PINE SPRINGS TRAINING CAMPS:
CONFEDERATE ACTIVITIES AT THE CAMP FORD SITE BEFORE THE UNION
PRISONER OF WAR CAMP WAS ESTABLISHED, 1861-1863
by David S. Stiegium

.38

WILLIAM M. STEGER:
THE CAMPAIGN FOR GOVERNOR OF TEXAS, 1960
by Mike Lantz

50

HERODOTUS. WOOSTER, AND OTHERS
by Robert J. Robertson

63

EAST TEXAS ]\;'EWS AND EVENTS
by Mark D. Barringer

72

BOOK NOTES

by Archie P. McDorw.ld

BOOK REVIE\\'S

Archie P. McDonald, Executive Director and Editor
Mark D. Barringer, Associate Editor
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY
P.O. BOX 6223
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 75962
936-468-2407
e-mail: amcdonald@sfasu.edu
http://www .easttexashistocica!. org

74

77

2

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

BOOKS REVIEWED

FlintlFlint, The Coronado Expedition: From the Distance of 460 Years by Jeffery T. Ray

Nelson, Interpreters with Lewis mul Clark: The Story of Sacagm,vea and Toussaint
Charbonneau b.-v Jack Norman
Carlson, The Buffalo Soldier Tragedy of 1877 by Roger Tuller
LcckiclLcckic, The Bujfalo Soldiers: A Narrative of the Black Cavalry in the West by Roger
Tuller

Rozek. Come to Texas: Enticing Immigrants, 1865-1915 by Deborah Calc
GuzmanJGuzman. Lorenzo:S Revolutionary Que.I't by Lindfiey Gihbins
Alter, Sam Houston is My Hem by Lindsey Gibbins

Rogers, Remember the Alamo.' The Runaway Scrape Diary of Belle Wood by Lindsey
Gibbins
Taliaferro, Charles M. Russell: The Life and Legend of America ~5 Cowboy Artist by St:mley
A. Jones

Bagley, Blood of the Prophers: Brigham Young and ihe Massacre at Mountain
Melvin C. Johnson

Mead(Jw.~ by

Ivy, No Saloon in the Valley: The Southern Strategy C!fTexas Prohibitionist.l· in the 1880.\' by
Gcne Preuss

Milner, The

Live.~

and Times

(1 Bonnie

& CI.vde by Jennifer S. Bennett

AmbcrsonJMcAllcnIMcAUcn,/ Would Rather Sleep in Texas: A Hislory of the wwer Rio
Grande Valley and the People of the Sania Anita Land Grant by Stanley C. Green

Bartsch, December 8. 1941: MacArthur's Pearl Harbor by Stewart C. Edwards
Denhardt, The Quarter Running Horse: America's Oldest Breed by Joseph Pellerin
Ferguson, Texas Myths and Legends: Stories of the Frontier by Matthew B. Skipper

Phalen, How We Have ChanRed America Since 1950 by Jake P. Bickham
Wal~on,

Reflections on the Neches: A Naturalist's Odyssey along the big Thicket's Snow
River by Richard and Joanne Bartlett

Lavergne, Worse Than Death: The Dallas Nightclub Murders and the Texas Multiple
Murder Law by Bob Bowman
CimaroLii. The Bootlegger's Olher Daughter by Jeff R. Tucker
Aldredge-Clanton, Breaking Free: The Story of a Feminist Baptist Minister by Carrie

Pritchett

JamaiVHerskowltz, Joe J(lmai/, Lawyer: My Trials lind Jubilatio/ls by James G. Dickson
Alexander. The Wings of Change: The Army Air Force F.xperience in Texas During Ir}'orld
mlr II by Bob Dunn

MurdocklWhite/HoquelPecoueNou/Balkan, The New Texas Challengt': Population
Change and Ihe Future o/Texa,I' hy Matthew A. Page
Tuckern-Ierskowitz, First Dow1l. Houston: The Birth of an l"lFL Franchise by Allan Ebert
II
EtulainJSzasz, The American West in 2000: Essays in Honor of Gerald D. Nash by Kevin
M. Rrady
Crimm, Cahin Fever: The Roherts-Farris Cabin, A Campus, A Cabin, A Community by

Linda Cro!iS

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

3

WITNESS TO TRAGEDY:
THE SHUTTLE COLUMBIA DISASTER
By Dennis Bradford

Nacogdoches has witnessed much history. De Soto stayed among the
Caddo Indians in the winter of 1542 and 1543, and La Salle first described
Nacogdoches and its friendly natives in 1685,1 and the Marx Brothers
performed their zany comedy here. 2 While we, in hindsight, recognize these
and other events as important, a recent and tragic incident placed East Texas
and Nacogdoches at the center of the world's intense scrutiny.
Saturday, February 1, 2003, dawned sunny and crisp. Tension was high
as the specter of war with Iraq loomed, but the sky was clear, unmarked by
clouds, and the local newspaper, The Daily Sentinel, predicted spring-like
high temperatures of 70° for the day. Shortly before 8:00 a,m. there were still
some areas blanketed by fog, but elsewhere, objects had a sharp-edged quality
that only a winter's day, albeit a mild one, can bring. J
Nacogdoches County citizens went about their usual Saturday morning
routines. Sue Kennedy, Nacogdoches county judge, was having coffee with
her husband, Bill;" county sheriff Thomas Kerss was visiting near Longview
with his family;5 Pam Fitch, executive director of the local Convention and
Visitors Bureau, was dressing for a meeting in the city.6
Some residents watched in anticipation as the space shuttle Columbia
approached the skies over Texas en route to its scheduled landing at the
Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida. Veteran shuttle watchers
soon realized that something was different this time. While the loud booms
and the rolling rumbles sounded similar to those familiar with the shuttle's
usual pattern of reentry, these noises seemed too loud, too lengthy, too
complex to be the usual and expected sonic boom. Fitch, who had grown up
in Bossier City, Louisiana, near an Air Force base, said "It wasn't like any
sonic boom I ever heard; I knew something was wrong. m
Overhead, unlike the compact condensation trails left by high-flying
airplanes, the white trail in the sky was blunt, crooked, too wide, and fluffy.s
Within seconds, concerned citizens overwhelmed the Nacogdoches County
sheriff's office switchboard. All reported an explosion that rattled windows
and blew open doors. Television networks soon announced that NASA had
lost communications with Columbia. As anxious moments passed, CNN
reported that the shuttle and its crew were overdue. Those who were old
enough to remember the Apollo 1 fire in 1967, or that terrible day in 1986
when the shuttle Challenger exploded shortly after liftoff,9 may have begun to
feel uneasy and, perhaps quietly, beseeched the powers of the universe,
"Please, not again."
As minutes lengthened into hours, pieces of wreckage fell to earth across
East Texas. Dr. James Kroll of the Forest Research Institute at Stephen F.
Dennis Bradford lives in Nacogdoches and telU.:hes at Kilgore College and A ngelirw. College. This
paper wa.~ presented at the East Texas Historical Association s Fall meeting, September 26. 2003.
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Austin State University (SFA) Jater discovered that the Nacogdoches County
debris field was approximately ten miles wide and forty miles long.
Nacogdoches, it appeared, was at the eye of the stann as other East Texas
communities, including Hemphill, Norwood, Palestine, and Waxahachie,
became the final resting places for pieces of the space shuttle. Most of the
debris was jagged and not identifiable, but some, such as the charred helmet
found in a field near Norwood in San Augustine County,1O or the three-ring
notebook discovered partially covered by leaves in the woods. near
Nacogdoches, I I provided mute testimony to the tragedy played out more than
thirty miles above Texas.
One county resident said, "Something exploded, and while I was
standing out here, something fell out of the sky."12
Texan Carol Farrar's car was struck by debris as she drove along U.S.
Highway 69, south of Interstate 20. "It was pinkish in coJor like some type of
insulation and about twelve inches in diameter," she said. I '
On Fehruary 2, the headline on the front page of the Nacogdoches
newspaper, The Daily Sentinel, stated what a stunned world already knew:
"Shuttle explodes over East Texas." At the top of the page was a small
photograph of the crew, for Columbia was not an empty piece of machinery.
Aboard were seven young, bright, and brave astronauts. They were Rick D.
Husband, commander: William C. McCool. pilot: Michael P. Anderson,
payload commander; David M. Brown, mission specialist 1; Kalpana Chawla,
mission specialist 2; Lauren Blair Salton Clark, mission specialist 4; and Han
Ramon, payload specialist I and Israel's first astronaut.l~
In the aftermath of the terrorist attack on September 11, 2001,
communities across the country had examined their emergency response
procedures. Nacogdoches' leaders had been working on the local plan and as
a result were quick to respond to the tragedy. Mayor Roy Blake, Jr., was
enroute to San Antonio, but turned around when he heard about the shuttle's
breakup. Fire Department Chief Rusty Sanders and others set up a temporary
command post to establish security, coordinate local recovery efforts, and deal
with media demands for infonnation. Sanders, whose home was struck by a
piece of Columbia, said that there were many concerns in the period
immediately following the explosion. Since NASA was part of the Department of Defense, there were potential national security issues. Photographic
and encryption equipment needed to be secured if found. Recovery leaders
were also worried about the presence of hazardous material. including
explosive bolts and toxic rocket propellant. Most importantly, if human
remains were found, they needed to be protected and recovered quickly. 15
When it became clear that the disaster affected more than just the city of
Nacogdoches, city-wide recovery activity was absorbed by the larger countywide effort directed by Judge Kennedy, who in addition to her duties as
county judge also served as the emergency management director for the
county. She established her command post in the John Lightfoot Law
Enforcement Center (LEC). In assuming her post, Kennedy said, "We can't
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forget what a tragedy this is. We want to respond with all the dignity and
respect that is due."16
Sheriff Kerss served as the emergency management team's operations
chief. His responsibilities encompassed procuring and allocating personnel
and resources. As he drove back to Nacogdoches, he communicated with the
senior sheriff's department officer on watch, Lieutenant Mike Claude. "I
instructed him to cancel all days off and call in everyone normally scheduled
on a day shift. All officers who nonnally worked the night shift were to be
told to report that night. That way we were able to cover twenty-fouT hours a
day in twelve-hour shifts," he said. One problem was that agencies from
across the country were calling to offer personnel and resources. "Some
agencies just showed up without being called," Kerss explained. "We needed
a list of the personnel we had, as well as what agencies had called to offer
help. By the end of the second week some 135 agencies had personnel here.
Orange County, California, called and offered 1200 reserve officers," he
continued, "but when I thought about the problem of getting them here, and
then where I would put them, Teventually had to decline the offer."17
On Saturday afternoon President George W. Bush invoked the Stafford
Act, making the space shuttle Columbia disaster a federal emergency.
National Guard troops were called in to help secure debris sites. 'R Also by
Saturday afternoon, hundreds of other state and federal agency personnel,
volunteers, and representatives from the media began to converge on
Nacogdoches. Although volunteers initially reported to the LEC, it quickly
became clear that the facility was not equipped for the large number of
persons involved. Staging for the many people who arrived for the recovery
was soon shifted to the Nacogdoche~ County Exposition (Expo) Center. I')
Pam Fitch was one of the first people Kennedy called. "T needed
someone who had the contacts and could make the necessary arrangements
for food and shelter for the rapidly-growing recovery team," she said. Fitch
commandeered the LEC squad room, which was> one of the few rooms large
enough to accommodate seventy-five people for meals, the approximate
number in the core administrative group at LEC.20
"What IKennedy] was asking for grew rapidly:' Fitch remembered. "We
also needed food and shelter for the 500 or so volunteers and staff at the Expo
Center. By the end of the day I acquired the [logistical] duty of obtaining the
supplies that would be needed [long-term], like...copy paper, [since 1 we
quickly exhausted the supplies at the LEC. Also, we needed bottled water for
the guys in the field."21
The challenges Fitch faced evolved over the five days she assisted the
recovery team. ''The first day the problem was to get the food in there and to
keep it stocked for them at any time," she explained. "And the type of food
changed, too; it didn't need to be food where they came in and were served a
hot plate there. That was nice and we had some of that, but we also needed
[portable food such asj sack lunches [and] fruit. Because it was the weekend,
we relied heavily on local restaurants and merchants. Wal-Mart and Kroger
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were great. They opened their doors to us." She added, "by Monday,
Southwest Canners delivered a truckload of drinks, which really helped. and
Pilgrims Pride delivered, I don't know how many, fried chicken tenders.
Eventually, many corporate sponsors, like General Mills, also contributed
badly needed food and supplies."~2
There were other necessities as well. Fitch added, "We had rportable
restroom facilities] for the searchers located...in different parts of the county.
[Also] by Saturday night and Sunday, we had so many officials coming in that
hotel room procurement began to be a huge part of what we were doing.
Moreover," she continued, "the initial supplies that we received, by the
second or third day, were running out, so we had to secure more." The men in
the field needed everything from tlashlights and batteries to spray paint used
to mark the location of small pieces of debris. "We went to Texas Farm
Products for stock tanks in which to ice bottled water and drinks," she
concluded. ~J
Patricia Spence, director of student publications at Stephen F. Austin
State University, was the recovery team's media liaison. Uncharacteristically,
she was out of the house before 8:00 a.m., had checked on a student
organization she advises, and was on her way to breakfast when she learned
of the disaster. "I was proud to find out when I arrived that student reporters
and photographers from SFA were already on the job," Spence recalled. Her
main challenges included maintaining security and deciding when to release
information. Assisted by colleague Rhonda Minton, SFA director of
communications, Spence explained that "Both Rhonda and I had worked as
field reporters, so we both understood what the media wanted and needed to
know. Now we were on the other side of the fence. I was impressed by the
county government and sheriff's department, their readiness [and]
professionalism. Our spokespersons were respectful of the media land]
helpful. Judge Kennedy held the first news conference at 2:00 p. m. Saturday
afternoon. It was important to get information to those in the media. I believe
our finest moment was that first press conference on CNN. It demonstrated
our pride, professionalism, [andJ confidence."24
By the end of the first week much of the debris was removed and
recovery became routine. On Wednesday, February 5, Kennedy announced
that she would soon return to her regular duties, and although Kerss' duties in
the sheriff's department kept him caught up in the shuttle's recovery. he, too,
scaled back his involvement,25 By February 15, most of the volunteers had
returned to their normal occupations and the U. S. Forest Service "Blue
Team" took over to continue the search. ll1
Both Judge Kennedy and Sheriff Kerss were impressed by the way the
community pulled together. Even people not immediately involved sent the
searchers cards, letters, and e-mails. Some called to say they were doing a
good job. "It was up-lifting and helped keep our spirits high, especially when
we would reach a low-point emotionally," Kerss said. Pam Fitch was
impressed that information was released in a dignified manner, when the
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remains of the seven astronauts were located. Although she believed that
members of the media attempted to manipulate officials for information about
human remains, Kennedy declined to answer questions about the astronauts.
Their recovery was handled with dignity and respect. 27

On February 2, NASA officials announced that they had appointed an
independent board to investigate and determine the cause of the Columbia
disaster. On Wednesday, August 27, the board released its findings. After
months of public speculation, the report confirmed that a small piece of
insulating foam had broken away from the external fuel tank and struck the
underside of the left wing, damaging the surface. Upon reentry, super-healed
air entered the wing through the damage and caused the destruction of the
craft. 28
In retrospect, many things contributed to the success of the shuttle
recovery. Resources far beyond those available in Nacogdoches were
provided to the command center. Volunteers offered what they had, including
horses and equipment, and local amateur radio operators made
communications in the field possible. Support from telephone and electric
companies provided badly needed power and communications at both LEe
and the Expo Center. Local residents contributed food and services without
expecting payment. Thousands of volunteers searched fields and woods, lakes
and back roads, to find and recover pieces of the shuttle and the remains of
the seven who died. Perhaps most critically, civic leaders were not only
capable but prepared. When tragedy struck, they were ready.
Looking back, the Columbia disaster was a tragic and painful way to be
reminded that all history is local. Historian James H. McRandle points out that
when "popular history sings of events and makes them great, it transcends the
realm of record and enters that of myth. "2~ Maybe that is where Columbia is
bound, so that when those of us who were here that day pass, it will live on.
Already, East Texans are planning memorials to the astronauts and volunteers.
Eventually, there may be monuments., parks, and information centers.~o
Another historian, Carol Reardon, writes, "The most enduring moments that
claim places in American public memory - the images that best capture and
hold longest the popular interest - posses the ability to bridge past and
present. In ever-changing and often contentious ways, these episodes touch on
basic values. honored traditions, deep-seated fears, unfulfilled hopes, and
unrighted wrongs."ll Columbia provides one such episode.

On February 1, 2003, the world lost seven of its finest citizens, pioneers,
and scientists. Perhaps President George W. Hush said what many feel in their
hearts. The Columbia astronauts willingly "assumed great risk in their service
to all humanity," but, he continued, while they "did not return safely to earth,
we can pray that all are safely home. ":12
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WILLING MISTRESS OR DEVOTED WIFE:
HARRIET A. AMES IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE REPUBLIC
OF TEXAS
By Sharon Orleans Lawrence
Tn 1875, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Texas handed down
a decision that dramatically affected the life of Harriet A. Moore Page Potter
Ames. l a woman who was once known as the "bravest woman in Texas."
Refusing to recognize her marriage to her second husband, Robert Potter, the
Court branded her Potter's "willing mistress," stigmatized the children she
bore Potter with illegitimacy, and dispossessed her of her Caddo Lake home.
Harriet had lived on and worked the land known as Potter's Point for nearly
four decades. 2 In 1842, while Jiving as a husband to Harriet, Potter bequeathed
the bulk of his property at Potter's Point to two other women; one of the
bequests led to the lawsuit, Lewis & McGinnis v Ames. The lawsuit dragged
on for eighteen years and, due to the prominence of the parties involved,
touched otT a notorious scandal throughout Texas. Harriet believed she was
entering into a legal marriage with Potter when the two exchanged vows late
in 1836 or early in 1837. While she may not have been Potter's legal wife
under the laws of the Republic or the State of Texas, the Texas Supreme Court
ignored her moral right to the land as Potter's common-law wife and the
mother of his children, and unfairly denied her the possession of her home.
First-person accounts of life in the wilds of Northeast Texas during the
mid-nineteenth century are rare. Rarer still are first-person accounts of pioneer life on Caddo Lake. However, historians universally quote one extensive
first-person narrative: "The History of Harriet A. Ames during the early days
of Texas, Written by herself at the age of eighty-three." Penned more than
forty years after the actual events, "The History" is an apology, written,
according to Ames, in order to "let the truth be known about much that has
been falsified and misrepresented.'" Ames' need to present her version of the
truth and thus reconstruct her reputation, was, of course, a direct result of the
Texas Supreme Court decision.
Harriet provides few dates in "The History." She married her fIrst husband, Solomon Page. in Tennessee "in 1828 or 1829" and described herself as
young in 1836. 4 Thus, logic indicates she was in her late teens at the time of
her marriage to Page, which would place her date of birth at approximately
1810. Assuming Harriet was eighteen when she married, and she wrote "The
History" at age eighty-three, the manuscript would then have been written in
approximately J 893. The bulk of "The History" recounts the events of her life
between 1830 and 1843.
According to ''The History," Harriet's mother died when Harriett was ten
years of age. Her father, Dr. Francis Moore, married a woman who resented
Harriet's claims upon her father's attention and finances. After moving to
Sharon Orlean., U:zwrence is publisher/editor for the
Texas.

Texa~

Lake COUntry Publishing in Jefferson,

to
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Tennessee with her family, Harriet married Solomon Page. Dr. Moore failed
to scrutinize his potential son-in-law's character carefully, since Page proved
to be a compulsive gambler and unrepentant scoundrel.
The couple moved to New Orleans in approximately 1830. Harriet started a business selling ladies' hats, buttons, and other notions when she could
not depend on Page to support her and their two children. 5 Reluctantly, she
closed her successful business in about 1835 to accompany her husband to
Texas and take advantage of land being offered to settlers by the Mexican
6
• •
•
•• .
_
government. Promlsmg Harnet a new llfe In Brazona, Page vowed to forsake
gambling and go to work, and Harriet wrote that a new life was dawning ...
for us; a life with fewer lonely hours, fewer heartaches and disappointments."7
Her father lived "just five miles from Brazoria on one of his ranches.',g The
family set sail from the port of New Orleans, and arrived in Brazoria on the
eve of the War for Texas Independence.
H

Within days, Page lost all of the family's possessions in a card game. Dr.
Moore urged Harriet to leave her husband, and her angry brother declared,
" .. .if you are going Lo live with that man ... I feel as if I did not want to speak
to you again. "9 Stubbornly. Harriet left with Page rather than remain in a
house with a stepmother "so stingy that she did not take proper care of her
own."IU Dr. Moore offered his daughter 320 acres of land and twenty cows;
however, when her stepmother objected to the gift, Harriet proudly refused
her father's offer. This was a decision she later regretted. "I forgot," she wrote,
"that I was alone in a wilderness with a cruelly indifferent husband, two helpless children and no visihle means of support."! I
Furious that Harriet had dechned her father's offer. Page took the family to Austin Bayou, two days from Brazoria by wagon. He left them without
food or transportation "twenty miles away from the nearest settler, .. on the
great wide lonely prairie" and volunteered for the army. "I hope that the first
bullet that is fired will pierce your heart." Harriet declared as he left, "and ju~t
leave you time enough to think of the wife and children that you left to die of
starvation in this wilderness." They did nearly starve hefore they were rescued
by a minister and returned to civilization, "leaving behind us in the lonely little house sorrow and loneliness, hunger and despair."12
Harriet opened a ladies' notions business in the Brazoria settlement, just
before the Norton Panic.: began. The Norton Panic was part of the Runaway

Scrape. a widespread exodus of settlers fleeing the advancing army of
Mexican General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, L; The terrified settlers
believed "the Mexicans were .. _ burning and murdering as they came.',14
Harriet was on foot, carrying one of her two young children, when Colonel
Robert Potter and another officer rode up and ordered the panicked settlers to
go to Velasco, where a ship would take them to Galveston, out of harm's
way.11
Harriet immediately attracted Colonel Potter's notice. She was young,
very pretty. and inappropriately dressed in New Orleans finery, "a black silk,
somewhat the worse for wear after my forced march over Texas prairies, ..
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and a black velvet hat with trimmings of white satin ribbon and feathers,"
which she had been wearing to pay a fonnal call on a neighbor at the time The
Panic began. She wrote that Potter, "in a gentle and courtley [sic] manner
offered me a seat behind him on his horse, saying that his servant would carry
my two children." Alone among strangers and embarrassed by the rude stares
of the other refugees, who were clad in simple homespun, Harriet accepted
Potter's offer "with a very thankful and relieved heart." She wrote: "So we
began our eventful ride that changed the whole course of my life."'6
Harriet had no idea of the kind of man to whom she was entrusting the
lives of herself and her children. She knew only that the dashing officer was
saving them from the hardship of the Runaway Scrape. Providing quarters for
the small family onboard ship at Galveston, Potter continued to lngratiate
himself with Harriet. She wrote:
Never was a woman treated in a more kind and thoughtful manner than was
I by Col. Potter. Himself a perfect gentleman, he treated me with all the deference due to a queen, and I began to look up to him as a protector; somehow he heard that I had said I would never again live with my husband, Mr
Page, and from the time he learned this incident of my life he was most kind
and attentive to my little boy, until I thought that there was nobody like the
Colonel. 11
While both Harriet and Potter were staying onboard ship, Harriet's baby girl
sickened and died, weakened by "loneliness and hunger, fright and exposure."
Page appeared, begging Harriet to return to him. She refused and explained:
"He had left his innocent, helpless little babies and young wife to perish with
starvation. No, never, never, would I tlUst myself nor them to his mercy
again."IR
After the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836, Colonel Potter offered
to convey Harriet to her grandmother in Kentucky. He took her, instead, on a
circuitous journey to New Orleans, Alexandria, and Shreveport, Louisiana,
and then to the Sabine River in Northeast Texas. More than five decades later,
Harriet recognized Potter's machinations to put her in a position of dependency on him, saying, "he was weaving a net around me that it would be
impossible to break ... all the changes and disappointments of our trip had
been planned by him."lY
Harriet writes that Potter repeatedly proposed marriage, but she refused,
because she was still married to Page. However, Potter insisted that under the
laws of Mexican Texas. Harriet was not legally married to Page, because the
union had not been solemnized by a priest. "Therefore, you are just as free,"
he declared, "according to the laws of Texas, as if you had never married."
Harriet concluded, "He loved me very devotedly, and the more I thought
about it the better way it seemed out of my difficulties."20
Harriet agreed to marry her "protector" by bond, or contract, since no
clergy was available. "'So one evening," she writes, "according to the custom
of the country, the little assembly gathered to see us wedded; the ceremony
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was a very simple one in those days in that country, but it was just as binding
as if judge and clergy were present. "21
Harriet lived happily on the Sabine River for a year, though she was
threatened by hostile Indians and a murderous runaway slave while Potter was
three days' ride away, overseeing the construction of a house at Potter's Point.
The couple's homes on the Sabine and at Potter's Point lay in the Neutral
Ground, a thirty-mile wide, nearly 200-mile-Iong strip along the Sabine River
from the Gulf of Mexico northward. Embroiled in a boundary dispute
between the United States and Spain after the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, the
territory was unfettered by any recognized legal authority.12 In 1837 Harriet
and Potter moved to Potter's Point, where Harriet "lived for a year without
seeing a white woman, in a country tilled with Indians."H She bore their first
child alone, "as Col. Potter had gone to Shreveport on business taking the
hands with him. "24
Harnet loved Potter's Point, writing that "Nature had spared no pains to
make complete the beauty of this spot, and I felt that at last I must be happy.":'~
However, one month after Harriet wed Potter, a neighbor related "the North
Carolina tragedy" to her, and Harriet writes:
It seems that while a member of Congress in Washington, Col. Potter
became infatuated with a beautiful heiress in thai city, and finally became
engaged to her. How to get rid of hi~ wife, in order to marry the heiress was
then the paramount question in his mind. When he returned to North
Carolina, he found a "Protracted meeting," or a~ ~ome call it, a church
revival, in session. His own wife was one of the converts, and hearing that
a young minister had been praying with her, he seized upon this to attempt
to create a scandal about her, that might lead to a legal separation. But he
only succeeded in bringing distress and misery into several homes and
political trouble and imprisonment upon himself.
His wife's relatives became such bitter enemies, that, .. he found his
only peace and safety lay in going to Texas, then engaged in a struggle for
freedom,"'"

To quell Hamet's questions, Potter gave her a book he had written about the
incident. Harriet read the book and concluded his wife had been innocent. "I
learned in after years that he had grown tired of her:' Harriet writes, "and I
thought that perhaps he might have tired me.":n

In 1840, Potter was elected senator from Red River County to the legislature of the Republic of Texas."8 At the same time, a war was raging in the
Neutral Ground between two factions, the Moderators and the Regulators.
According to Harriet. "the former believed in administering justice in a legal
way and the latter in dealing it out in arbitrary and usually quite liudden fashion."24 Potter, a Moderator, became a biUer enemy of "Old Rose," a murderous Regulator who terrorized the region. 30 After a particularly violent incident,
Potter persuaded President Sam Houston "to issue a proclamation calling on
all good citizens to aid him" in bringing Rose to justice. In March 1842 Potter
returned from the legislature in Austin with the proclamation and a warrant for
Rose's arrest. 31
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Eluding Potter's po~se, Rose and his men surrounded Potter's Point
under cover of darkness. Harriet discovered the marauders at fIrst light. With
an arsenal including a cannon and several loaded firearms, she urgcd Potter to
stand and fight with her, vowing to stand by him as long as they lived. Instead,
Potter bolted. He jumped the fence surrounding their house, raced down the
hill and dove into the lake. One of Rose's men seized the gun Potter had
leaned against a tree, and when Potter surfaced, shot him in the back of the
head.3~

The grieving widow worked strenuously to have Rose and his men
brought to justice. They were arrested, but after many legal maneuvers, the
case was dismissed for lack of evidence,u In the interim, Harriet discovered
Potter had not died intestate as she had thought, but had left a will bequeathing most of Potter~s Point to another woman, Harriet was heartbroken.
I thought of the will made in Austin which gave my home to a strange
woman, if I submitted to it, and of my husband's unfaithfulness to me,
when he would write me every week long, affectionate letters full of Jove
for his children and myself, and yet he would be riding about Austin with a
married woman. I remembered the home which he ruined there and the sorrow I must suffer because of it, and decided that I would let the case drop
and cease to prosecute his murdercrs,34

Harriet returned to Potter's Point from the aborted trial to find that
Lakean, the daughter she bore to Potter, had been scalded to death. She
blamed the three-year-old's death on the same man who had killed her husband, writing cryptically, "the neighbors knew that he had planned the deed,
but dared not give expression to their thought." Harriet writes that Rose and
his gang began to persecute her, and she married one of Potter's friends,
Charles Ames. "After my marriage with him a life of peace and safety began
for me," she writes, "and our union wa" a most happy one."35
Charles and Harriet lived at Potter's Point, working the land. Harriet
expected to end her days in peace, but her ownership of the land at Potter's
Point was contested, and Ames died in 1866. Nine years later the Texas
Supreme Court reversed the lower court's decision and denied her claim to
Potter's Point. Defeated after nearly two decades of fighting, Harriet, "a helpless old woman ... left Texas and went to New Orleans to live,"36
At the time Harriet instituted proceedings to settle Potter's estate, she had
no doubt that the land on Caddo Lake belonged to her. The estate was virtually settled when she learned Potter had made a will in February 1842, less
than one month before his death. To Harriet's bewilderment, Potter left the
bulk of his property to two women whose friendship he had enjoyed in Austin:
Mary Chalmers, wife of John Chalmers, secretary of the treasury under
President Lamar; and Sophia Mayfield, wife of Colonel James Mayfield,
Lamar's secretary of state,J7
The second article of the will was devastating to Harriet, personally and
financially:

14

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

As te&timony of my deep sense of the personal worth of Mrs. Sophia Ann
Mayfield my gratitude for her friendship and the happiness I have derived
from her converse I give and bequeath to her all that Part of my Estate on
Fairy Lake known and described upon the map of the Survey made by
authority of the United Slates in Range Seventeen west Township twenty as
Sections twelve, thirteen and twenty-four, the latter being a fractional section fronting on said Lake and being the Place of my residence. 38

The third article was also a staggering blow to Harriet, bequeathing Sections
seven, eight and nineteen to Chalmers as "a testimony of the deep sense of the
Personal worth of Mrs. Mary W, Chalmers my gratitude for her friendship and
the happiness I have derived from her converse."39 Potter biographer Ernest
Fischer tallied the extent of the bequest to Sophia Mayfield. "In other words,"
he writes, "three sections of 640 acres each, a total of 1,920 acres, went to one
of Potter's women friends. This included the home place, upon which Mrs.
Page Potter Ames was living at the time the will was probated January 10,
1843 .... "40 Chalmers received approximately 1,500 acres; thus, more than
half of Potter's property on Caddo Lake went to other women. Moreover,
Potter set apart 1,000 acres of Harriet's bequest for her brother, John D.
Moore. He did not mention the two living children he had sired with her at
all. 41
Sophia Mayfield never attempted to claim her inheritance during her lifetime; the administrator of her estate sold the property for the benefit of her
children, and the purchasers filed suit to assume possession on July 4, 1857,
in Cass County, now Marion County. It was a "trespass to try title ... to recover three sections of land now in Marion County, a part of the league and labor
surveyed and patented to Robert Potter ...."'1"
In April 1872 the lawsuit was tried before District Judge 1. D. McAdoo,
who awarded Lewis and McGinnis one section of land Potter had conveyed
by deed to Mrs. Mayfield in addition to leaving it to her in his will, and awarded the other two sections in question to Harriet.4~ The plaintiffs appealed the
decision to the Supreme Court of Texas, and Chief Justice Oran M. Roberts
reversed the lower court's decision, finding that the deed and will were "in
proper form, and stand unimpeached:'44 As a matter of record, Harriet never
challenged the validity of the will.
In the final analysis. the court's reversal of the lower court's decision
hinged on one central issue: '·Was Mrs. Harriet A. Ames legally the wife of
Robert Potter, so as to acquire a conununity interest in Lhe land sued for, or a
homestead interest therein, and as to make his and her children his surviving
widow and heirs in reference thereto?" Throughout the court testimony, as
well as in "The History," Harriet adamantly maintained that she wa.~ Potter's
legal wife. Justice Roberts decided she was not, citing fundamental problems
with the marriage's legality.45
First, the court found that Harriet was legally mamed to Solomon Page
and wa...;; not divorced from him when she entered into the bond marriage with
Potter in 1836. Second, the court found Harriet's bond marriage itself was
invalid.4/>
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Historian Mark M. Carron writes that contractual matrimony was introduced into Mexican Texas in 1824 by Stephen F. Austin, who led the first
Anglo colonies into Texas, "as a temporary expedient to create at least
respectable unions in the absence of priests capable of performing ceremonial maniages."4' However, James McReynolds, in his Ph.D. dissertation on
family life in the early history of Nacogdoche~, Texas, observes that
"Marriages contracted in Mexican Texas posed problems of legality and heirship to the officials of the Republic of Texas."48
As a result, early in the formation of the Republic of Texas, then again in
1837 when the Republic was better organized, the legislature passed laws recognizing bond marriages and legitimizing the children of the unions, provided that a legal marriage ceremony was performed within six months of the
passage of the law. The legislature passed a similar law in 1841. Harriet and
Potter never remarried under these laws. To compound Harriet's problem, the
Republic of Texas passed laws against polygamy in 1836 and 1837. Solomon
Page was still alive and living in Southeast Texas, where he had acquired a
head right for a league and labor of land as the head of a family. Harriet and
he had co-habited after their arrival in Mexican Texas; therefore, Harriet was
effectively a bigamist until Page divorced her in 1840:lQ

Justice Roberts assessed Harriet's testimony, "She rebuts the presumption of a legal marriage having been celebrated in fact after that time by her
own evidence," he wrote, "wherein she states that she and Potter were never
married otherwise than by bond."50 In other words, Justice Roberts asserted
that if Harriet had, indeed, entered into the marriage in good faith with Potter,
they would have remarried and legitimized the union, and, thereby, their children, when the opportunity arose, He further noted that they did not remarry
even after Page divorced Harriet in ]840.
Third, Justice Roberts explored the issue of character. He cited "Mrs.
Page's condition" as a polygamist and the testimony of witnesses who contradicted the existence of an actual marriage versus a convenient Ii ving
arrangement between Harriet and Robert Potter. Further, he pointed out that
Harriet was "a married woman with two children, having a father for a protector, in the absence of her husband, who was in the army under General
Houston," and noted that she nonetheless submitted "to the protection of
Colonel Potter in an illicit association with him," and that she thus went "off
with him into a remote part of the country.""
Justice Roberts also ret1ected on Potter's character, particularly his
imprisonment in North Carolina "for the commission of an offense of an
extraordinary character against two persons, which throughout the whole
Southern States, made him notorious and gave to the newly coined word
'Potterizing' a terrible significance," He pointedly noted that Potter referred
to Harriet in his will as "Mrs. Harriet A. Page."52
The Chief Justice declared: "when all these things, with many others
tending to the same conclusion, are maturely considered, it can hardly be held
that it has been clearly shown that a real marriage in good faith has been
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established ...." In Roberts' conclusion, he notes:
"there are many subjects incidently involved that have not been
referred to.... It may he said that if the facts, and those only, of each distinct defense had been distinctly and separately presented ... instead of an
oft-repeated running history of events ... the case might be tried with much
more certainty of arriving at correct results ... especially in a case requiring, as this does, nearly four hundred pages of writing to contain the pleadings. evidence, exceptions and judgments. 53
Justice Roberts disdained "the many subjects incidentally involved" in
Lewis & McGinnis v Ames. However, the good faith of the parties cannot
be properly assessed without considering those subjects; and in chom,ing to
ignore them, the Chief Justice could not help but arrive at the mistaken conclusion that Harriet did not marry Potter in good faith. "'The History" is. in
effect, a presentation of the "many subjects incidenr.ally involved."

Many subjects weighed heavily on Harriet's and Potter's behavior, and
with hindsight, virtually predicted it. Harriet was a lady; her father was a
Harvard-educated physician, and she came from a retIned background.'>4 Less
than one year before she met Potter, her milieu had been a fashionable ladies'
shop in New Orleans. She had been thrown precipitously into the hardship
and violence of pioneer life without preparation; and when the recently
declared Republic was on the brink of losing its war of independence, Harriet
was caught up in the terror of the Runaway Scrape. Noah Smithwick, who
participated in the Runaway Scrape as a soldier in Houston's Army, described
the situation: "The Alamo had fallen and its brave defenders been put to the
sword. Houston was in retreat and families fleeing for their lives."53
Harriet could have turned to her father or her brothers, John and Francis,
Jr., but she did not. Instead, proud and headstrong, she made plans to go to her
grandmother in Kentucky. She testified in the lower court that she had lived
alternately with her father and brother after her rescue from Austin Bayou, a
humiliating circumstance, particularly since she had not heeded their appeals
to leave Page. 36 Flattered by Potter's attention, Harriet no doubt found his
company preferable to returning to a second-class position in the home of one
of her male family members.
After the Runaway Scrape, Harriet's account never mentions her family
in Brazoria again, though her father, Dr. Francis Moore, was one of the early
Anglo settlers of Texas. Her older brother, Dr. Francis Moore, Jr., was the legendary crusading editor of Houston's first newspaper, The Telegraph and
Texas Register, as well as a three-term mayor of Houston, state geologist of
Texas, and a senator of the Republic.~1 Harriet may have been ashamed that he
was an "'ardent Unionist and went North at the outbreak of the War.·'58 On the
other hand, Francis, Jr. was a dedicated Presbyterian given to writing fiery
editorials pointing out the evils around him; it may be that he did not approve
of Hamet's life with Potter in the Neutral Ground.'')
Harriet does refer to her brother John, perhaps because he was the
kind of man to whom she had become accustomed. Robert Sanders Sr., a settler in Nacogdoches, Texas, wrote to his son in 1841 and described John
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Moore with feeling:
John D. Moore, I am anxious should be regulared, and will try [0 have
him a benefit given, and Matilda raken from him, he lied so very bad, and
conducted himself so badly in this county; he ran away and carried all he
had to Potters 150 Miles from here, I seldom hear from Matilda, she had a
very severe spell of sickness last summer, which caused an abortion she
was very near dying, and was in bad health the last account I had from her;
poor Woman when Moore carried her away he pretended he was going to
take her to see Spotswood: Moore hu[', never been divorced, and his first
wife is living in Houston .. bO

Robert Potter embodied in his person the best and worst of human character, having left a trail of both accomplishment and bloodshed behind him.
James Norvell wrote that "perhaps no more violent and contradictory man
than Potter ever appeared upon the Texas scene."61 Potter's biographer, Ernest
Shearer, noted that "Sam Houston characterized Potter as the 'notorious
Robert Potter ... whose infamy was wider than the world, and deeper than
perdition.' "62 In 1829 and 1831, he was elected to the U. S. Congress from
North Carolina; late in 183] he was jailed for committing a heinous crime so
infamous that his first wife not only divorced him 1834, but also changed her
and their children's last name,63
In 1835 Potter arrived in Texas on the eve of the Texas War of
Independence, mysteriously endowed with the title, "'Colonel," his only military service having been as a U.S. Navy midshipman during his younger
years/J4 He was a signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence and, on his
meager record of naval service and his charisma, he was appointed ad-interim secretary of the navy of the Republic of Texas.6~

When Potter headed for Texas. leaving behind him the wreckage of broken lives and hearts resulting from "the North Carolina tragedy;' he was just
the kind of man to whom the legendary architect and mid-nineteenth century
journal-writer Frederick Law Olmstead referred when he wrote, "G.T.T.,"
(gone to Texas,) was the slang appendage ... to every man's name who had
disappeared before the discovery of some rascal1ty. Did a man emigrate thither, every one was on the watch for the discreditable reason to tum Up."66
A gifted orator, Potter was elected to the senate of the Republic of
TexasY Mildred Mays McClung notes that he was "called a cheater at cards,
a defamer of character, a libertine, and a home wrecker. "6R Potter biographer
Fischer described him as being "of lusty. reckless, and dashing temperament
._. destined to meet trouble again and again. 69
Manipulative and brilliant, Potter was a charismatic womanizer determined to possess the naive young Harriet. Harriet was powerless against him,
grief-stricken at the death of her daughter and without means of protecting or
supporting herself and her son. It hardly seems just that Justice Roberts did
not consider this contrast in weighing "good faith."
At the outsel, romance and need combined with fear and fatigue to blind
Harriet to Potter's self-serving arguments and explanations. However, as time
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passed, the intelligent young woman from an educated family could not have
continued to remain unaware of the kind of man she had "married," unless, of
course, she chose to remain ignorant. Harriet had learned one valuable lesson
from her wilderness experience on Austin Bayou: never let pride stand in the
way of survival. The remainder of her life was conducted with an acute awareness of her own vulnerability. Potter methodicaJIy exacerbated her vulnerability by leading her farther away from her family and civilized life, deep into
the wilds of Northeast Texas and the Neutral Ground.
The Neutral Ground was infamous. "One of the most troublesome spots"
in the Republic of Texas' boundary problems with Mexico and the United
States, it was the "north-south line that ran - or to be more accurate, supposedly ran - between the Red and Sabine Rivers in East Texas."7o The Neutral
Ground was, as Potter historian Fischer notes, "a haven for criminals, ranging
from slave traders on the coast, to political feudists northward. "71
Long-time student of Caddo Lake history and society, Wyatt Moore,
notes that "Outlaws, renegades, thieves, cutthroats, swindlers, dealers in
fraudulent land certificates all came to the Badlands, for here they were outside the bounds of any nation and no law could touch them."72 This area and
era was experienced by Frederick Law Olmstead in 1857 and described without romance, ·'Probably a more reckless and vicious crew was seldom gathered than that which peopled some parts of Eastern Texas at the time of its
first resistance to the Mexican government. ";3 The violence reached an even
higher pitch with the Regulator-Moderator War, which lasted from 1839 until
1844. 74
Life at Potter's Point was fraught with all the perils of pioneer life plus
the terrors of the Neutral Ground, particularly since Harriet and Potter "were
the first white settlers on Caddo Lake,"T5 Harriet viewed the area through the
romantic filter of Potter's charms and promises as well as her own gratitude
for having a place she could call "home." Home, even in a country filled with
Indians, was a gift she well-appreciated and never took for granted. Four
decades later, though clearly aware of Potter's infidelities and other betrayals,
after enduring the humiliations of the trial and the Supreme Court decision,
and after the painful expulsion from her home, she still describes Potter's
Point in glowing tenns: "A place more beautiful than Potter's Point it would
be impossible to imagine. OUf house ... overlooked the most romantically
beautiful lake that I've ever beheld."'~ It is difficult to comprehend that she is
describing the same lawless territory as Ruffin, Olmstead, Moore, or Fischer.
Harriet found it nearly impossible, more than a half-century after his
death, to speak ill of Robert Potter. She reluctantly acknowledged his betrayals. Referring to "the North Carolina tragedy," she recalled: "These incidents
in the life of my husband, were not known by me until after his death, except
the highly colored story which my inconsiderate neighbor had told me."?? Her
husband neglected to tell her he was guilty of maiming two human beings,
that he served time in prison, or that he was divorced and had fathered two
other children, yet, Harriet called the neighbor woman inconsiderate. In
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another instance, Harriet casually remarked that during her first year at
Potter's Point, she had a baby, "alone at the time as Col. Potter had gone to
Shreveport on business taking the hands with him. "7S Harriet, even decades
later, exhibited no indignation at Potter's callousness. Her faith and trust in
Potter is further evident in her testimony concerning the arrival of divorce
documents from Page. She testified that Potter told her he had received the
divorce papers, but "... he advised her to give herself no trouble about the
matter but leave it with him and he would attend to it."19 She left it to him.
In contrast to her narrative in "The History," Harriet's court testimony
revealed she felt free to marry Potter because she believed Page had been
killed in the war, One of the witnesses for the plaintiffs in Lewis & McGinnis
v Ames, S. R. Perry, recalled that Potter said he had lied to Harriet about
Solomon Page, testifying that he heard "Potter say that he had made false representations to said Harriett about the death of her husband Page, that he had
told her said Page was dead and induced her to live with him but that Page
stililived."Ro Harriet discovered that Potter had misled her about Page's death
when the divorce papers arrived, if she had not discovered the deception earlier, and Perry's testimony at the trial presented her with the full depth of
Potter's treachery. Yet, she never mentions this additional betrayal in ''The
History."
FurthemlOre, testimony during the trial of Lewis and McGinnis v Ames
showed that the union between Potter and Harriet, legal or not, was not the
romantic ideal she described in "The History." Their relationship was tempestuous, as would be expected between two proud, passionate, temperamen-.
tal human beings. One witness, David Burton, said Potter had not only told
him Harriet was not his wife, but
... Potter said that it was his object to get rid of her.... They did not live
together on such terms as man and wife should. I have known her to lie out
in the wood~ on several occasions - a niger [sic] woman carried provision
to her. She finally would return to Potter's house. HI

S.R. Perry testified that he heard "Potter say that said Harriett A. was not his
wife.... that said Potter borrowed money on one occasion as he said to send
said Harriett

off."~z

In making his decision regarding the good faith of the parties, Justice
Roberts cited conflicting testimony regarding whether Potter referred to
Harriet as "Mrs. Page" or "Mrs. Potter." Potter certainly referred to her as
"Mrs. Page" in his will, and, apparently, he called her "Mrs. Page" in front of
witnesses, since several people testified that he did. 83 Thomas W. Clark, an
attorney from IniTIols who visited with the Potters on Caddo Lake, said he
heard Potter say '"he never intended to marry any woman, that women were
treacherous and uncertain creatures."M
On the other hand, one item of evidence, a letter, clearly corroborates
Harriet's version of the private relationship between the man and woman living at Potter's Point. From Robert Potter to "Mrs. Harriet A. Potter, Mulberry
Shore, Red River County, Texas" and dated "Austin Jan'y 18th , 1841," the let-
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tef begins: "My Dear Harriet." In the body of the letter, Potter discusses the
work he is doing in the legislature in Austin, then tells her: "You may weB
conceive how anxious I am to get home again and once morc behold you and
my dear Joe [Harriet's son by Page] and Little Lake," In closing, he says, " ...
you may be well assured I shall lose no time in getting home" and ends the
letter, "Yours affectionately, Dear Harriet, Rob Potter."K5 This letter alone
should have been enough to convince Supreme Court Justice that the attitude
Potter displayed to Harriet was that of an affectionate husband to his wife,
regardless of how he might have represented their relationship to others.
This dichotomy is cenlral to underslanding Harriet and Potter's relationship and is, of course, an issue of Potter's character. Potter may not have dealt
with Harriet in good faith, but he wanted her to believe he did, and with regard
to her financial, social, and domestic security, and that of her children, it
behooved Harriet to believe he did.
The indignities Harriet was willing to suffer in order to remain under the
guardianship of a male protector became clearer after Potter's death, when she
was said to have humbled herself to the contemptible Solomon Page. Robert
J. W. Reel, a friend of Solomon Page's, testified:
I saw a letter from the said Harriet A. Page written to her said husband
Solomon C. Page in which she wished him to come for her. and in which
she !.hen promised to live with him, and she fiigned it Harriet A. Page; this
was after the death of said Col. Robert Potter. 86

Whether Page declined to retrieve her, or she was made a better offer by
that "noble and good man, Chas. Ames," is unknown. S7 She did marry Ames
in Nacogdoches in September 1842, less than six months aftcr Polter's death. ss
This quick remarriage was not unusual in pioneer days, and did not mean she
was not devoted to Robert Potter.
Harriet was proud and a trifle self-righteous; she was not a woman who
would have been content with the status of "willing mistress." With gratitude
and genuine romantic love, she entered into the marital relationship with
Potter in good faith. She continued to believe in him even after the proof of
his betrayals was irrefutable, declaring:
Col. Potter was always a very devoted husband to me, and never did anything to distress me until the time when he made his will in Austin; and I
have always believed that he thought I would never hear of his action then,
because the first thing he told me on his return wa~ that he had introduced
a bill into the Senate making all marriages like ours JegaP
Q

This passage clearly demonstrates that Harriet knew problems existed
with the legality of the marriage, had discussed it with Potter, and that he was
making an effort to allay her concern. As a practical consideration, and apart
from her love for Potter, Harriet continued their arrangement in light of the
status and security afforded her as his wife or "wife." She never imagined the
possibility of his precipitate demise or dreamed a challenge could arise to her
claim on his estate.
It is significant that of the forty-six pages of "The History," Harriet
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devotes ten pages to the events of her marriage to her first husband, a few
paragraphs to her third husband, and the remainder to her relationship with
Robert Potter and its aftermath. Harriet never refers to Potter with anger. She
expresses regret when she says, "Oh, how he had deceived me; and I could
not forget it."90 She is defensive, when she twice declares her certainty that
Potter never intended for the detestable will to stand or that she should learn
of its existence. 91 She is undeniably proud, as she describes all she and Potter
accomplished during their marriage.
Harriet loved and respected Robert Potter_ "The History" shows that she
still loved him and believed in him at age eighty-three, even after suffering the
unspeakable humiliations visited on her as a result of his betrayals. The
"bravest woman in Texas," Harriet A. Moore Page Potter Ames, married
Potter in good faith and was, therefore, his lawful wife and entitled to "a community interest in the land sued for, or a homestead interest therein, and as to
make his and her children ... heirs in reference thereto."n Writing of Justice
Roberts' decision, Harriet appropriated the final word on the subject for herself. "I could never understand why the Judge could grant such a claim," she
says. "The property was surely mine, for I had lived upon it for r0rty years.
None but the blackest heart could have done what that man did.,,9.'
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Harriet Ames. Mrs. Ames' first name is spelled variously throughout the literature with one "e or
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TEXAS SCHOOL LAWS AND PUBLIC EDUCATION IN EAST TEXAS:
THE BEGINNINGS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN
HENDERSON COUNTY, TEXAS, 1854-1868
By Kenneth Wayne Howell

Most historians acknowledge that educational development in Tex.as
before 1870 was important to the state socially, politically, and economically.
Despite this admission, few historians have examined the formative years of
education in Texas between 1854 and 1870. Although scholars largely have
ignored early educational development in Texas, they have not abandoned the
subject completely. Scholars such as Fredrick Eby and Cecil E. Evans have
written detailed studies focusing on educational development in the Lone Star
State, and many graduate students have produced worthwhile theses and
dissertations related to the topic. I Nevertheless, if the importance of education
in Texas history is to be understood fully, much work remains, especially at
the county level.
Educational development at the county level is significant to Texas
history for several reasons, First, it provides a measure of how important "free
public" education was to the citizens of Texas counties by comparing how
quickly they complied with various state school laws passed late in the 1850s.
Historians also can gain a greater understanding of the post-Reconstruction
public education system by studying the formative years of this system at the
county level. Tn essence, each county is a micro-history of what occurred
statewide. Finally, county analyses allow scholars to correct historical
inaccuracies, including the belief that Texas did not issue state funds to county
officials for the purpose of supporting education between 1861 and 1870.
Records relating to the schools of Henderson County suggest that the county
was receiving its portion of the school fund as late as 1865.
The first notable attempt to establish a school system in Tex.as began
with the creation of the constitution of the free state of Coahuila y Tejas in
1827. On March 11, I X27, state delegates met in Saltillo, the capital city of
the province, and drafted a new state constitution.~ According to the
document, "a competent number of common schools" were to be established
"in all the towns of the State." In these schools, instruction was to include
"reading. writing, and cyphering; the catechism of the Christian religion; a
short and simple explanation of this constitution, and the general one of the
Republic; the rights and duties of man in society and that which can most
conduce to the better education of youth.") In addition, the constitution stated
that "in those places in which it may be necessary, and where circumstances
permit, there shall be institutions of learning more suitable for disseminating
in the State, public instruction in the useful arts and sciences."4 Finally, the
constitution stated that "the method of instruction" would be "uniformed
throughout the State." In order to carry out the mandates of this constitution,
the state government was empowered to "fonn a general plan for public
KenneTh Wayne Howell is a doctoral candidate at Texas A&M
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instruction" and to "regulate by means of statutes and laws, whatever
appertains to this most important object."-';
Even though the citizens of Coahuila y Tejas took steps to include
educational provisions in their constitution, the government of this dual state
neglected schools. So in 1836, Texans, in their Declaration of Independence
from Mexico, cited the Mex.ican government's failure to establish and
maintain a system of public schools in Texas as one of the motivating factors
behind their revolt. 6 Even though the state government of Coahuila y Tejas
never fulfilled the educational provisions of the constitution of 1827, the
provisions themselves served as a foundation for future educational laws.
After Texans gained their independence from Mexico. the revolutionary
leaders drafted a constitution for their newly created Republic. Section 5 in
the General Provisions of the constitution of the Republic of Texas stated that
"It shall be the duty of Congress, as soon as circumstances will permit, to
provide by law a general system of education."7 At first glance, the attention
given schools in the Republic's constitution might seem insignificant. But the
constitution of the Republic had given the Texas Congress the authority to
direct the affairs of education. So when the citizens of Texas ratified the
constitution, they were in essence supporting the idea of a nationally directed
educational system, This idea of national control later contlicted with the
principles of local, or states' rights, a political philosophy that increasingly
gained importance in Texas after its annexation to the United States in 1R45.
Once the United States annexed Texas, the citizens of the Lone Star State
were once again afforded the opportunity to examine the issue of education.
Between July 4 and August 27, 1845, delegates met in Austi n to forge a state
constitution. The document that the delegates created was ratified in a
referendum votc on October 13, 1845.~ Like the constitution of the Republic,
the newly adopted constitution addressed the educational needs of Tcxas. The
framers of the constitution wrote the provisions relating to public education
into Article X, sections 1, 2, 3, and 4. Section I stated that "a general diffusion
of knowledge bcing essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of
the people, it shaH be the duty of the Legislature of this State. to make suitable
provision for the SUpp0l1 and maintenance of public schools." Section 2
offered more concrete measures for establishing the school system. It stated
that "the Legislature shall, as early as practicable, establish free public schools
throughout the State, and shall furnish means for their support, by taxation on
property; and it shall be the duty of the Legislature to set apart not less than
one-tenth of the annual revenue of the State derivable from taxation, as a
perpetual fund." This section continued by revealing that the perpetual fund
"shall be appropriated to the support of free public schools; and no law shall
ever be made diverting said fund to any other use; and until such time as the
Legislature shall provide for the establishment of such schools, ... the fund ...
shall remain as a charge against the State, passed to the credit of the free
common school fund." Section 3 designated the use of land, Tex.as' greatest
resource during this period, to help fund public schools. This section stated
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"all public lands which have been heretofore, or which may hereafter be
granted for public schools, to the various counties, or other political divisions
in this state, shall not be alienated in fee, nor disposed of otherwise than by
lease, for a term not exceeding twenty years, in such manner as the
Legislature may direct." The final section pertained to public school lands. It
stated that "the several coumies in this State, which have not received their
quantum of lands, for the purposes of education, shall be entitled to the same
quantity heretofore appropriated by the Congress of the Republic of Texas, to
other counties."'> Although the Texas constitution of 1845 addressed the issue
of public education, the state government did not effectively act upon these
provisions between 1845 and 1854.
In 1854 the Texas legislature, under the influence of newly elected
Governor E.M. Pease, passed the first major laws to create a public school
system in Texas education in Henderson County first became organized under
these laws. Between 1845 and 1854, Henderson County had few schools.
During these formative years of educational development, only the most
populated areas in the county could afford to maintain schools, since the state
was not funding education in Texas during these years. There were only five
or six schools in the county holding regular sessions before 1854~ 1.1. Faulk,
an early settler of Henderson County, remembered only two, one in Athens
and the other in Fincastle. George Thompson, another early settler, stated that
a schoolhouse was established at Willow Springs about 1845. He also recalled
that Spring Place School was located just north of the present town of Cross
Roads. Finally, James David Carter's Education and Masonary in Texas, 1846
to 1861 reports that Jacob Huffer, an early settler of Henderson County, taught
school in the county in 1850. Huffer was a member of the Milam No. 2
Masonic Lodge. Perhaps other schools also existed in the county during this
time, but no evidence has surfaced to confirm their existence,lU
By the time Henderson County schools were organized, education in
Texas was in dire straits. Only fifteen percent of the state's children were
receiving quality instruction. Perceiving political opportunity in the declining
educational system and the growing need for internal improvements, E.M.
Pease campaigned for governor on a platform that promised to solve both
problems with one solution. Pease proposed to dedicate $2 million in United
States indemnity bonds as a perpetual school fund. Furthermore, he wanted to
lend this fund to various railroad-building companies. at six percent interest,
the income being used to finance school operations. 11 The money made from
the railroad loans would cover the cost of teacher salaries throughout the state.
As an added bonus, the building of railroads, a necessity for prosperity and
growth, would be encouraged by state loans. Pease's plan appealed to Texans
and in December 1853 they elected him governor.
A majority of members in the Fifth Legislature agreed with Pease's plan
to stimulate educational achievement and fund internal improvements. On
January 31, 1854, legislators passed "An Act to Establish a System of Common Schools." This act, also known as the School Law of 1854, contained
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four basic parts. First, it created a permanent school fund of $2 million as a
pennanent endowment for the maintenance of common schools. The state
treasurer distributed the interest earned each year to counties based on the
number of students between ages six and sixteen residing within the county.
Second, the law contained a provision for the immediate organization of
common schools. According to this provision, the state treasurer was to
function as the ex officio superintendent of common schools, while the
commissioners' courts in each county were to function as school boards.
These newly appointed "school boards" were to divide their counties into
convenient districts, sponsor elections to elect trustees, and assist county tax
assessors in compiling a scholastic census of children between six and sixteen
years old living within their respective counties. Third, the school law
contained provisions for the tuition of indigent and orphaned children. Finally,
the school law allowed private schools to convert into common schools. The
provisions of the School Law of 1854 allowed three types of schools to
coexist: public schools; "pauper" schools; and private schools that could
benefit from state support. 12
After the passage of the School Law, two groups with opposing views of
education began to compete for control of Texas' educational system. One
group supported state funding of private schools, while the other group
advocated a system of free public schools. The former group wa~ composed
of a number of religious organizations that had established schools throughout
the state, a~ well a~ teachers who had opened their own private schools to
serve local needs. These educators looked unfavorahly upon the School Law
of 1854 because they believed that state or county schools would interlere
with their efforts. However, they were pleased with the provision of the law
that allowed private schools to receive state support. Members of the group
supporting free public education, comprised mainly of New Englanders,
fonner residents of other Northern states, Germans, and Masons, interpreted
the provisions providing for the support of indigent and orphaned children as
the first step toward establishing a public educational system. I3
In compliance with the law, the commissioners' court for Henderson
County immediately divided the county into school districts. On May 16,
1854, the court created sixteen districts. The district lines ran along natural
boundaries such as rivers. creeks, and roads. District No. I represents a typical
description of the districts as recorded in the commissioners' court minutes: 14
Dislrict No. I
Commences on Raccoon Creek at the crossing of the Brownsboro road.
Thence North to Caney Creek. Thence Down said Creek to the Old
Kingsboro road. Thence a South East course with said road to a point
opposite the residence of A.L. Byas. Thence east to the Old Residence of
S,T. Owens on Coon Creek.. Thence up said creek to the beginning.

In November 1854, after the commissioners divided the county into
sixteen school districts, the county judge ordered Joab McManus, the county
treasurer, "to send an order to AusLin for the School Money now due this
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county."15 In August 1855, the commissioners called for an election in each
school district to create "a board of trustees to govern and control the several
school districts." Appointed officials were to hold these elections "on the 3rd
Saturday in September."lb In November 1855, the court "ordered that
advertisement be given for the purpose of locating the four leagues of school
land to which Henderson County is entitled, and that the chief justice and
county commissioners be ... constituted a board of commissioners to advertise and receive proposals and determine who amongst the proposals filed
shall be awarded with the locating of said lands."I? The fervor that members
of the commissioners' court and the citizens of Henderson County
demonstrated in carrying out the provisions of the school law of 1854
suggests that they were eager to establish a functional public school system.
A scholastic census was taken, but the county tax collector supplied
incomplete reports for 1854 and 1855, however. The census accounted for the
total number of students in each school district within the county, but failed to
specify the students' name, age, race, or sex.l~ Like Henderson County, most
counties in Texas wasted little time in reporting their respective scholastic
populations to the ex officio state superintendent. By October of 1854 eightynine of 100 counties had reported to the state, hoping for a financial windfall.
But the per-student allowance from the "School Fund" was a meager sixty~
two cents in 1854. The following year the allotment increased to the paltry
sum of a $1.50 per student. 19

Scholastic Census Returns For Henderson
Year

School
District

Total No. of
Students

Year

1854

1

"

2

40
25
11
25
31
52
57
28
20
36

"
"
"

"
"
"
II

"

"
"
"
It

6

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

"

15

tt

16

Total No. of
Students in
the County

* In

3

4
5

County~

School
District

Total No. of
Students

1855

1

"

28
33

"

2
3

"

4

"

5

'f

6

II

7

"

8
9
10
11

66

"
"
"
"
"

40

"

25
25
525

II

15

"

16

29
15

1854-5520

12

13
14

9

38
25
46
47
24
30
32
29
21
67

13
28
45

515

1857 the total number of students (804 students) was the only statistic given.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

30

Because Henderson County was populated sparsely in the 1850s, it
seems certain that some of the new school districts could not meet all the
requirements of the laws. Those with small populations had an extremely
difficult time providing an adequately equipped schoolhouse, which was a
prerequisite for receiving funds from the state. The legislature did not allow
local taxation for the support of schools, except in a few specialized cases.
Since the legislature made no provision for securing buildings with public
funds, individual districts had to depend on voluntary contributions to build
and maintain facilities.: 1
While Henderson County complied with most of the provisions of the
School Law, other counties within the state were not as quick to act. Many
local officials failed to show any true interest in developing a functIonal
public school system within their respective counties. In addition, many
citizens supported the less-regulated private school system that had existed
before 1854. One of the common complaints of the first ex officio
superintendent, James H. Raymond, was that counties neglected to file reports
with his office. In 1854, eighty-nine counties reported their scholastic
populations to the state, but the following year only seventy-fouf counties
reported. In 1856, only twenty-two out of 1]2 counties reported: and in 1861
reports diminished even further, with only twelve of 124 counties submitting
reports. 22 Henderson County turned in scholastic population reports for the
years 1854, 1855, 1857, 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1867, and 1868,
Between 1854 and 1861, Henderson County seemed to represent an
"exception to the rule" in supporting public education. B
Scholastic Census for Henderson County, 1859-1867
Name of Tax
Assessor &
Colledor

Total # of
Children

Assessor &
Collector
Commission

When
Received by
the State

When Paid
by the State

Felix Parks
J. Warren
N. Tarver
],M. McDonald
A.1. Rice

924
1028
828
1058
1176

$59.96
$63.84
$51.12
$64.74
$68.28

July 5, 1859
July 7, 1860
June 27, 1861
June 19, 1862
Aug. 12, 1863

Mar.17, 1860
Aug.23,1860
July 9, 1861
Oct. 8, 1862
Sept.3, ]863

],0. Morrison

1365

$73.95

July 22, 1867

No Date

* A note posted on 1868 returns states that Henderson County reported its census, but
110t according to the law, The note does not reveal the violation.

Because many Texas counties during the latter part of the 1850s were
sparsely populated, it was impractical to divide each county into a numher of
public school districts. Thus, the state superintendent and Governor Pease
considered this provision of the law a failure and moved toward abandoning
intra-county districts. 24 On August 29, 1856, the two men persuaded the
legislature to pass a new law governing the organization of public schools. In
essence, the new legislation abandoned the district system created under the
Law of 1854. It also ended all efforts at securing centrally located sites for the
construction of new public school buildings. Under the new law, any local
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group was permitted to set up a school and to employ a teacher at such a price
and length of time as parents believed adequate for the needs of their children.
Such schools would still receive state funds for each child attending.
The new law completely destroyed the public school system. In fact, the
only aspect of this law promoting a state-supported school system was the
provision providing free tuition to indigent and orphaned students of the state,
The law of 1856 also required that the General School fund ($128.668) and
the Special School Fund ($2,114,529) be combined into one account simply
called the School Fund. Interest from this newly created fund was to be
distributed to counties annually based on the number of students between six
and eighteen years old. The state gave counties clear instructions on how to
disperse (he money. First, counties were to pay the tuition of indigent and
orphaned students; the remaining funds were to be distributed among the
paying patrons based on the attendance of their children. Because paying
patrons received a portion of the state fund, the educational sys{em loosely
fell under the guise of a public school system. 2~
Beginning in 1857, mainly because of the new state laws enacted the
year before, the Commissioners' Court in Henderson County took a more
active role in education. The table below reveals the amount of state money
paid to teachers in Henderson County for services rendered in 1857.

Texas Teachers' In Henderson County, 1857:
TEACHER
Martha Clanahan
R. W. Jordan
Mary L. Kerr
John Tate
John M. McDonald
E.F. Lundsden
John S. Tarver
Thomas Bradshaw
R.H. Pearson
John T. Brown
W.G.Price
Edmund Guthrey
TOTAL

AMOUNT IN DOLLARS PAID
FOR SERVICES
RENDERED IN 1857
37.50
67.275
24] .075
54.475
257.77
42.525
99,725
122.725
9.375
271.80
90.00
69.01
$1363.255

*1857 teacher incomes based upon the county treasurer\ report givenbefore the
county commissioners' court in February 1858. By court order. the teachers received
seven-and-one-half cents per day per student. In compliance with the law, indigent
tuition was paid first. 26

The school law of 1856 created two problems throughout the state. First,
teachers' salaries fluctuated from county to county, causing inconsistencies in
rates of tuition. The other problem was determining which students matched

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

32

the definition of "indigent." Because the law made teachers responsible for
designating indigence, no state-wide standard could be established. The state
legislature addressed both problems in February 1858 when members once
again passed legislation regulating education.
The law of 1858 addressed the problem of fluctuating tuition by
equalizing the amount allowed for each child at ten cents per scholastic day.
To solve the problem of selecting who should receive free tuition, the
legislature charged the Commissioners' Court with the responsibility of
determining who qualified as indigent. By 1860, counties were required to
have all teachers produce a certificate signed by two respectable, paying
patrons~ testifying that the parents of the indigent children in their classrooms
were unable to pay tuition. The rule was simple: no certificate, no tuitioo. l7
The Commissioners' Court in Henderson County carned out both parts of
this law. During the August 1858 tenn, the court appointed Thomas F. Murchison,
B.F. Jordan, and J. T. Thomson as an examining "Committee of School Teachers
of the County of Henderson." These men were to verify the tabular statements of
the teachers and to see that the indigent children were properly recorded as such.
In September 1858, the commissioners stated "that there be allowed to each
indigent & C. student of said county fHenderson County] the sum of ten cents per
day." At the same time, the following abstract of the teachers' tabular statementli
was recorded in the commissioners' court minutes.

Abstract of Henderson County Teachers' Tabular Statements 28
Teacher

Amount Received
For Paying
Patrons

Amount Received
For Indigent
Students

Total
Amount
Received

R.B. Lewis
D.W. Tate
A.J. Connor
J. Tanner
John Goodgame
M.e. Howard
W.Price
W.C. Henley
M.L.Kerr
RB. Martin
J. Tidwell
T.M. McDonald
Oliver Scotl
A.1. Fowler
L.H. Reed
Helen Wood
J.F. McMorris
W.C. Dunnbar
S.E. Webb
Ed. Guthrey

3.125
4.585
3.51
9.485
5.30
4.765
4.765
4.91
23.10
5.485
4.495
10.66
29.48
4.68
26.22
4.875
3.435
3.435
7.015
6,495

9,50
26.42
10
37.10
37.10
22.80
37.25

12.625
31.005
13.51
46.585
42.40
27.565
42.015*
4.91
174.79*
22.485
22.95*
36.26.
74.98*
40.98*
53.72
52.345
18.485
11.535*
7.015*
23.395

°

151.69
17.00
18.455
25.60
45.50
36.30
27.50
47.47
15.05
8.10
0
16.90
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Teacher

Amount Received
For Paying
Patron~

Morsilas Lott
Elen Spencer
Andrew Morehead
David A. Henderson
M,A. Lewis
TOTALS

4.53

Amount Received
For Indigent
Students

Total
Amount
Received

32.60
50.005

37.13**
50.005*

0
1.19
2.265
50.79

0
0
0

228.595

672.34

1.19**
2.265**
50.79**
900.935

Aggregate reports were found in the Commissioners' Court Minutes,
September 1858.
*These totals do not match the lotals shown in the Commissioners' Court minutes,
probably due to mi.w·alcuJations on the part of the county treasurer.

** These individual totals were /lot reported as paid by the county treasurer, hmiJever
the tabular statements oj these teachers were accepted b)' the Commissioners' Court.
While the school law of 1858 was an improvement, it created new
problems. The new system distinguished more specifically between rich and
poor students. "Free" public education, many insisted, only went to the poor
children of a county. Thus families became labeled and many parents
succumbed to pride and prevented their children from going to school. Fathers
were especially affected by having their children labeled as indigent. Men
were expected to provide for their families, and those who could not meet the
needs of their families were often viewed as "slackers" or "failures."29
j

In Henderson County, as well as throughout the rest of the state, the
educational system that developed before the Civil War was simplistic, yet it
apparently satisfied the majority of Texans. During the late 1850s, parents
within a community were allowed to join together to fonn their own school
and receive state appropriations for their children. Alternatively, parents could
send their children to local private schools and still receive state funding.
State monies were not paid until the close of the year, when teachers made
their full reports of attendance. Patrons who could pay for their children to go
to school were obliged to advance the salary of the teacher throughout the
school term. At the close of the term, they would receive the amount due to
them for each child in their family that had attended school directly from the
county treasurer. This system was disorganized at best, and almost totally
unsupervised at the state level. However, given the frequent changes in
education law during the 18505. it is surprising that any semblance of public
education existed at an. JU

With the secession of Texas from the Union in I 861, residents of the Lone
Star State were destined to experience ~ome changes. The new state constitution
of 1861 contained several sections relating to the financial support of schools.
but due to the deteriorating economic condition of the state, practically nothing
occurred in state educational systems during the war years. The following were
the educational provisions found within the 1861 constitution:
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Article X
Education

Section 1. A general diffusion of knowledge being e~sential to the
preservation of the rights and liberties of the people, it shall be the duty of
the Legislature of this State to make suitable provisions for the support and
maintenance of public schools.
Section 2. The Legislature shall, as early as practicable, establish free
schools throughout the State, and shall furnish means for their support, by
taxation on property: And it shall be the duty of the legislature to set apart
not less than one-tenth of the annual revenue of the State derivable from
taxation, as a perpetual fund, which funds shall be appropriated to the
support of free public schools, and no law shall ever be made diverting said
fund to any other use; and until such time as the Legislature shall provide
for the establishment of such schools in the several Districts of the State,
the fund thus crcatcd shall remain as a charge against the State, passed to
the credit of the free common school fund.
Section 3. All public lands which have been heretofore, or which may
hereafter be granted for public schools, to the various counties, or other
political divisions in LIDS State. shall not be alienated in fee, nor disposed of
otherwise than by lease for a tcrm not exceeding twenty years. in such
manner as the Legislature may direct.
Section 4. The several counties in this State which have not received
thcir quantum of lands for the purposes of education shall be entitled to the
same quantity heretofore appropriated by the congress of the Republic of
Texas to other counties."

The constitutions of I861 and 1845 are basically identical. Because the
two documents differ little in regard to education. their effects on the school
system in Henderson County also were similar. Generally speaking,
Henderson County teachers continued to submit tabular ~talcments to the
Commissioners' Court, and the Court itself continued to handle these
statements as it had before 1861. The only difference was a reduction in the
number of teachers and students in the county after 1861, a reduction directly
attributable to the war. Many of the county's male teachers enlisted in the
army. Similar activities caused the number of pupils attending school to
dechne. With the onset of war, many husbands left their wives behind to run
the family fanns. These women were forced to keep their children home to
help with the tasks of planting and harvesting crops_ The people of Texas
understandably paid little attention to the schools during the Civil War. J2
The stress of the war caused many railroad companies, which had been
allowed to take out extensive loans from the school fund to default on their
ohligations. Thus, the school fund suffered a tremendous loss in capital. To
make matters worse, during the course of the war the school fund was used to
cover military expenses. Some $1,285,327 was transferred from the school
fund to the military board for wartime expenses. Most educational historians
state that between 1861 and 1870 no state funds were appropriated in Texas
from the state treasury for education. JJ Evidence found in the records of me
Commissioners' Court in Henderson County seems to suggest otherwise. In
February 1863, county trea"iurer Josiah Tidwell reported that the county had
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received $327.98 from the state school fund for the year ending August 31,
1862. In March 1864, the county treasurer reported that the "total amount
received [from the state comptroller] of state school fund for fiscal year
ending Aug. 31 st 1864" was $305.76. Even though the local court ordered that
the county's educational allotment in 1864 be used to buy cotton cards in
Austin, the state gave Henderson County its portion of the school fund with
the intent that it be used for educational purposes. And in April 1865, Tidwell
reported to the Commissioners' Court that the county had received $1304.00
from the state since the last term.>'l
Following the Civil War, Texans were forced once again to adopt a new
constitution. Like earlier versions, the new organic law for the state changed
the education system. The document reaffirmed the educational provisions of
the constitution of 1845, but also <'inaugunlted the plan of reserving for the
common schools the alternate sections of land retained by the state in grants
made to railroads and other grants for internal improvement~ one-half of the
proceeds from the sale of public lands was set aside for the perpetual fund."
In addition, "there was a clause inserted which prohibited the legislature from
appropriating or loaning or investing the perpetual fund, other than in United
States bonds, state bonds, or bonds guaranteed by the state." The legislature
also gained the power to levy taxes designated specifically for school
purposes; the amount collected from freedmen was to be used exclusively for
the maintenance of black schools. The school fund, and any income derived
from it, were to be used to educate white scholars. Furthermore, the
constitution of 1866 created the office of superintendent of public instruction,
an appointive position requiring a two-thirds approval vote by the state senate.
Finally, the constitution provided for a board of education consisting of the
governor, the comptroller, and the state superintendent of public instruction.
This board was to exercise general control and management over the
perpetual school fund, and common schools, under the regulations handed
down by the state legislature. 1' The constitution created in 1866 was never
recognized by the federal government. It maintained too many of the South's
old prejudices toward black residents, and federal officials viewed it as an
attempt maintain white superiority over fonner slaves. Therefore, the United
States government nullified Texas' Constitution with the passage of the
Reconstruction Act of March 2, 1867.
The effects of the constitution of 1866 on Henderson County schools
may never be fully understood. The constitution was in effect for only a brief
period, and the citizens of the county preserved few records relating to
education between 1866 and 1876. During the tenn of court for February
1867, commissioners ordered "that an election be held in the county of
Henderson on Saturday the eleventh day of May next A.D. 1867 at which
election the qualified voters of said county may vote for a sale of the public
school lands or against a sale of the public school lands belonging to
Henderson County. During the term for July 1867, the court ordered "that
Henderson County be and is hereby formed into ten school districts as follows
to wit. That said school districts shall embrace the same territory as is now
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embraced within the limits of the present Election precincts and to be known
and numbered the same." The energy and enthusiasm Henderson County
residents previously had held toward education apparently diminished during
the sobering days of Radical Reconstruction.
Henderson County appears to have been an exception to interpretations
commonly associated with education in Texas between 1850 and 1870. The
county, unlike many others in Texas, immediately acted upon the provisions
of the School Law 1854. The county also continued to make scholastic reports
to the state treasurer throughout the 1850s and early 1860s, a time when most
Texas counties stopped making such reports. State funding designated for
educational purposes continued to flow into the county during the Civil War
years, an amazing fact considering that almost every historian studying
educational development in Texa~ has concluded that no state funds were
appropriated for education during this period, Was Henderson County truly an
exception, or has historical research based solely upon state documents
revealed only part of the story of educational development in Texas? The
answer to this question will remain a mystery until further research is
conducted at the county level. Until then, Henderson County will maintain its
unique place as one of the few counties to support public education between
1850 and 1870.
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THE PINE SPRINGS TRAINING CAMPS: CONFEDERATE
ACTIVITIES AT THE CAl\-IP FORD SITE BEFORE THE UNION
PRISONER OF WAR CAMP WAS ESTABLISHED, 1861-1863

By David S. Stieghan
Camp Ford, located a few miles northeast of Tyler, Texas, in the Pine
Springs area, intrigues Civil War historians, but linle is known about
Confederate operations at the site before it became a prisoner-of-war camp in
1863. References to Camp Ford in books or journal articles sometimes mention that training of Confederate troops took place there before Union prisoners arrived. This essay will address non-prisoner-of-war military activities in
Pine Springs, in Camp Hubbard, the 22d Texas Infantry Regiment training
camp, and in the Eastern Camp of Instruction ror Conscripts in Tyler, better
known as Camp Ford.
Hundreds of men from Smith County, Texas, gathered at temporary
camps to fonn volunteer military companies for Confederate service. Few had
military experience, training, weapons, or unifonns, and received their first
taste of army life in such short-lived camps, often within walking distance of
their homes. Once these new companies neared full strength, they were consolidated into larger units. Smith County troops served in every theatre of the
war and fought on battlefields from Pennsylvania to New Mexico. I
The Confederate army stationed troops in the Pine Springs area near
Camp Ford because of its location along the important Tyler-Marshall Road
and near a source of fresh water. The area appears in earlier period sources as
"The Box or Gum Springs Camp Ground," the "sulphur spring," or a camp at
a spring northeast of Tyler on the Marshall Road. A group of year-round
springs that fed Ray's Creek provided water for a number of Confederate
activities northeast of Tyler. Early settlers of the still-extant Pine Springs community considered these iron- and sulfur-impregnated springs a "perpetual
tonic." The Camp Ford Spring, located 200 yards southwest of today'~ historical marker on U.S. Highway 271, provided water for Bums' Natatorium
(swimming pond) in the twentieth century but now produces only a slow
trickle due to numerous groundwater wells. 1
The first documented evidence of a Confederate camp in the Pine
Springs area appears in the letters of Captain Edward Thomas Broughton, Jr.,
to his wife, Mary Elizabeth Douglas Broughton, in Terrell, written shortly
after the war began. On September 17, 1861, Captain Broughton wrote, "We
have now got fifty men in Camp, and my friends say 1 will have no ditlfliculty in filling my Company in Smith County ... write to me at Tyler."3
Upon arrival at Pine Springs, Captain Broughton's Kaufman County unit
stood at about half strength. Civil War infantry companies were commanded
by captains and included approximately 100 men at full strength. Company
commanders, elected by their men at this stage of the war, owed their posiDavid Stieghan is a civilian instructor at Fort BenninR. Georgia.
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tion!\ as much to good standing in their communities as to perceived military
expertise. Broughton had moved from Old Omen, Smith County, Texas, and
reestablished his law partnership with his brother in Athens, Texas, in 1858,
then moved on to Kaufman, Texas, two years before the war. He enjoyed a
good reputation and family connections in Smith County and successfully
recruited his company to full strength there. 4
Broughton's men mustered into Confederate service as Company C. 7th
Texas Infantry Regiment. They pitched tents near the site of the future prisoner-of-war camp and began the first known usc of thc area as a Confederate
military site. Broughton's letter to his wife postmarked "Star[r]ville,"
September 26th, 1861," stated:
I have been getting along very well since I left home. My health seems
to improve in camp. The company is getting along very well. It is very near
full, & I have now no doubt I will be able to fill it by the time I get to
Marshall in three Jays. We have been in camp at the spring four miles this
side of Tyler since last Thursday. I have been able to see all the relatives.
P.S. excuse the had writing, as I write on my knee.

The reference to Starrville lS confounding since the original site of that
community is much farther cast of Tyler than Broughton stated. Perhap[., he
used the Starrville Post Office to send his letter home. Any camp located four
miles east of the 1861 Tyler city limits on the old Marshall Road would be in
the Pine Springs area.'
The next significant encampments at Pine Springs took place in the
spring of 1862 when large numbers of Texas Confederate troops from
Arkansas and Louisiana anived in Tyler to oppose a suspected invasion by
Federal troops. Texans feared an incursion from Union troops stationed in
Indian Territory (now the state of Oklahoma), New Mexico Territory, or
Arkansas. Prominem Texans such as former Governor Ed Clark, Chief Justice
of the Texas Supreme Court Oran M. Roberts, Texas State Senator Richard B,
Hubbard (like Roberts, a future governor of Texas), Attorney General George
M. Flournoy, and others hastily raised fifteen new regiments from communities cross the state and gathered the new soldiers into temporary training
camps to prepare them for active service. 6
In April 1862, Brigadier General Henry Eustace McCulloch moved his
headquarters to TYler and established training camps for new units coming
into service. Companies, hattal1ons, and regiments from across Texas rendeL.voused near Tyler and established camps that lasted from a few days to
several months. McCulloch placed these units. later to become parts of four
infantry brigades, which he planned to command within his proposed division, and a cavalry brigade, into camps along the major roads on the outskirts
of Tyler near good sources of water. 7
At least 1\1,10 Confederate infantry regiments, the 12th and the 22d Texas,
were stationed in the Pine Springs-Owentown area along the Marshall Road
northeast of Tyler during the spring and summer of 1862. The Smith County
Commissioners Court established four temporary voting precincts on July 24,
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1862, "£0 give the soldiers an opportunity to vote." The court assigned
Colonel Overton Young's 12th Texas Infantry Regiment to temporary Precinct
Number 13 at the "James Jacobs Surv[e]y," west of the original site of the
Confederate States Transportation Depot in Tyler, known as "Kirbyville," and
approximately one half mile east of the site of Camp Ford. Colonel Richard
B. Hubbard's 22d Texas Infantry Regiment voted at temporary Precinct
Number 12. The court specified that this precinct "be established at Colf.]
Hubbard[']s Camps know[n] as the gum or Box Springs Camp Ground which
precinct is to include Survey 373 the Head right of Thomas 1. Pugh ... and Ed
Sharp be and he is hereby appoint[ed] returning officer for said Precinct." The
Thomas J. Pugh Survey, Number 373, Abstract 771, includes the site of Camp
Ford and the spring known as the Gum or Box Spring before the estabhshment of the prisoner of war camp. This is the first documented Confederate
activity with an accurate location description at the site later known as Camp
Ford. R
Richard B. Hubbard, a native of Smith County, Texas, became the commander of one of the Pine Springs camps. A respected Tyler lawyer and pOlitician, a member of the legislature and the Texas secession convention,
Hubbard ardently supported both secession and the Confederacy. In
December 1861, Brigadier General PaulO. Hebert asked Hubbard and Texas
Supreme Court Judge Oran M. Roberts to raise a regiment in East Texas, By
March 17, 1862, the new unit had been formed at Camp Lubbock near
Houston, with Hubbard officially appointed its major. 9
By April I, 1862, Hebert granted Hubbard the authority to raise a separate battalion of six infantry companies and march to Tyler to continue recruiting. Shortly afterward, Hubbard marched his command to Tyler, and
Company Journals of the 22d Texas Infantry Regiment record the name of the
new post at Tyler as "Camp Hubbard." At the same time Roberts, the commander of Camp Lubbock and a native of Tyler, moved the camp occupants
to the healthier climate of Smith County. Hubbard completed the organization
of the 22d Texas Infantry Regiment at Camp Hubbard on June 17, 1862, and
the men elected him colonel "without opposition." According to the Tyler
Reporter of June 26, 1862, "The Regiment will be a full one, and is a fine
body of soldiery. T[h]ey are at Camp Hubbard, four miles North-east of Tyler,
at the sulphur springs." By July 5, 1862, Hubbard signed his official corn:spondence as a full colonel commanding the 22d Texas Jnfantry Regiment stationed at Camp Hubbard. In
The regiment began to settle into a camp routine. On June 13, 1862,
Captain Ed ShaqJ, commander of Company I of the 22d Texas Infantry
Regiment from Smith County, signed a receipt for supplies, endorsed by
Lieutenant Colonel Hubbard and Brigadier General McCulloch, for troops
stationed at Camp Hubbard. The "Provision Return" drew rations for 125 men
and three women for twenty days, from the tenth until the twentieth of June
1862, and included bacon, flour, com meaL peas, "Rye Coffee," sugar, vinegar, candles, soap, salt, and a scant 100 rations of vegetables, enough for ten
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soldiers for the ten-day period. The women probably were laundresses, as
authorized at the rate of four per company by the Revised Regulations for the
Army ofthe United States, 1861, and sometimes allowed in ConfederateArrny
units in garrison early in the Civil War, A contingent of 125 soldiers constituted three or more companies at this stage of the war. II
Other significant Civil War activity in Tyler besides the Pine Springs
camps commands the attention of researchers. Tyler, a large city and the
administrative center of northeast Texas during the Civil War, was also an
important logistical hub for the Confederacy. A significant proportion of the
saddles, wagons, and harnesses used by the Confederate anny west of the
Mississippi River were produced at the C.S. Quartermaster Depot at
Kirbyville (one mile east of Camp Ford). In addition, the headquarters of the
generals in command of the Northern Sub District of Texas were located in
Tyler. From 1863 to 1865 more than 2.6 million rounds of small-arms ammunition were fabricated at the Tyler Ordnance Works, the largest producer of
small arms ammunition for the Confederacy west of the Mississippi River
after) 863. After a slow start, 2,223 ritles were produced at the Tyler Arsenal.
Herbal drugs and government whiskey were made and packaged at the
Confederate States (C.S.) Medical Laboratory at Headache Springs (located
three miles east of Tyler), one of nine such facilities in the Confederacy and
one of two west of the Mississi ppi River. With all this activity centered around
Tyler, it is little wonder that the training activities at Pine Springs before the
prison camp was established have been virtually ignored. 12
As Tyler evolved into a logistics and training center in the summer of
I 862, many of the troops of the 22d Texas Infantry Regiment stationed at
Camp Hubbard received orders to report for duty at other posts around town,
disrupting the regiment's training program. Four soldiers from Hubbard's
Regiment were detailed to Post Tyler activities as shoemakers in Captain J. C.
Kirby's quartermaster shops just down the road. The private arsenal of Short,
Biscoe & Company requested that gunsmiths and other skilled workers
among the soldiers in the regimems around Tyler be detailed to assist in the
manufacture of 5,000 "Texas Rifles" and bayonets on contract for the State of
Texas. At fITst, local commanders refused. 11
On September 6, 1862, officers of Short, Biscoe & Company wrote to
Governor Francis Lubbock and informed him of their inability to secure
skilled labor from Camp Hubbard and other local training camps~
The only difficulty

pre~enting itself

to us so far, is in the way of hands

(gunsmiths). Col. Hubbard and Roberts and Lt. Col. Lou [second-in-com-

mand. 22d Texas Infantry Regimentl (commanding C. S. regiments) have
refused to let us have any rmenJ out of their respective comrrumds...We
have made application to Gen'I Holmes rdepartment commander] for the
men Col. Roberts and Hubbard refused us.

Military authorities later realized the necessity of detailing skilled soldiers as workers to the arms factory and its suppliers in the area. On
September 30, 1862, five of ten soldiers detailed for service at the arsenal as
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gunsmiths belonged to the 22d Texas Infantry Regiment. At least nineteen soldiers of the regiment were detailed to manufacturing or repair jobs at government shops, as clerks in various offices, or placed on extra duty as teamsters.
As late as March 12, 1864, Private W. N. Davenport of Company H, 22d
Texas Infantry Regiment received a medical discharge from the Post Hospital
in Tyler with a recommendation that he continue "making Looms & Spining
[sic] Wheels" for the Quartermaster Department. I~
In August 1862, McCulloch organized the troops in the Tyler area into
three brigades and marched them toward Little Rock, Arkansas. Those troops
unable to move with their units remained in camp under junior regimental
officers to convalesce from illness or guard unit supplies. A succession of
Confederate officers published general or special orders in the Post Tyler
Letter and Orders Book or in the Tyler Reporter as being in command of "Post
Tyler" as senior officers moved their units closer to the front. At times Camp
Hubbard and its successor, Camp Ford, may have been considered "Post
Tyler," since officers who signed as commander of one were often also the
commander of the other.I'i
On August 27, 1862, Hubbard issued ammunition to his men and
arranged for transportation of camp equipage for those troops of the 22d Texas
Infantry Regiment who were able to march from Camp Hubbard to Camp
Nelson near Little Rock. Lieutenant Colonel Elisha E. Lott and Major John J.
Cannon, second and third in command of the regiment, remained behind in
charge of the sick and convalescent soldiers and forwarded detachments of
men as they became fit for active service. The last detachment under regimental control was supposed to leave Camp Hubbard bound for Arkansas
under the command of First Lieutenant Jesse Rasbury on October 15. 1862.
On October 8, Captain Kirby of the Quartermaster Depot at Kirbyville was
ordered to provide wagon transportatlon to Captain Franklin N. Gary,
Quartermaster of the 22d Texas Infantry Regiment, to move the last of
Hubbard's able-bodied men not on detailed service around Tyler. l ('
Before the 22d Texas Infantry Regiment vacated Camp Hubbard, events
in Richmond, Virginia, brought additional Confederate troops to the Pine
Springs camps for the remainder of the war. On April 16, 1862, the
Confederate Congress passed the Conscription Act, making all able-bodied
men between the ages of eighteen and thirty-fIve liable for government service. The act kept soldiers in the army who had enlisted for only twelve
months' service, caused units to reorganize and vote out of office inefficient
officers, and forced more of the eligible male population of the Confederacy
into the army. Large numbers of men enlisted voluntarily to avoid the stigma
of being drafted. particularly into the fifteen new regiments raised for s.ervice
in Arkansas in the spring of I X62. Other eligible citizens looked for creative
means of exempting themselves from aClive service by providing substitutes
to serve in their place. Some presented petitions to enrolling officers that they
were "indispensable" to their communities, while others developed sudden
infirmities that made them unfit for military service. As the first conscripted

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

43

soldiers began reporting for service, the state established camps in suitable
locations to teach the new recruits the basics of drill and soldiedng before
assigning them to units in the field as reinforcements. 17
On June 2, 1862, the commander of the Trans-:Misslssippi Department
appointed Colonel John Salmon "Rip" Ford of Texas, a respected veteran of
the Mexican War and the Texas Rangers, as superintendent of conscripts for
Texas. Ford ordered Captain William G. Thomas and Lieutenant John Q. St.
Clair to open an enrolling office at Tyler. The induction and training facility
they established at Pine Springs was originally referred to as the Eastern
Camp of Instruction for Conscripts, but was later renamed Camp Ford. 1~
In August, 1862, conscript training began at Pine Springs. Special orders
detailing conscripts as shoemakers appear in the Post Order and Letter Book
of Tyler as early as August 26, 1862. On September 18, the conscript camp
was officially referred to as "Camp Ford," when the commander of Post Ty ler
issued Special Order Number 379:
Complaints having been maoe uf depredatlon!\ upon the property of citizens in the vicinity of Camp Ford, the Colonel Commanding calls the
attention of the officers in command of the Camp to the necessity of enforcing most strictly Gen. Orders on the subject emenating [flicJ from the War
Department at Richmono and from Department Head Quarters. The property of citizens must be scrupuloufily protected and respected.

Captain Drake. earl y commander of the Eastern Camp of Instruction for
Conscripts at Tyler, commonly received orders to provide troops from the
camp for details around the town and took command of Post Tyler from
October 17, 1862, to January 18, 1863. I~
As commander of all military activities in the Tyler area, Drake published orders creating boards of survey to examine damaged government
property, assigning Adjutant Lieutenant 1. W. (or W. F.) Clark as Acting
Assistant Adjutant General of Post Tyler, and authorizing government funds
to pay for the funeral of Sergeant T. W. Mowery "of the said Camp recently
deceased." On one occasion Drake called up a company of Smith County
militia "to suppress a sedition in the Eastern Camp of Instruction for
Conscripts known as 'Camp Ford.'" Given the' fact that Lhe men at Pine
Springs were conscripts, not volunteers, it was not unusual for them to be
somewhat unmly and dissatisfied with their lot. Desertions from Camp Ford
were common. In an effort to prevent the loss of necessary recruits, the
Confederate Army paid bounties for the arrest and return of deserters from the
conscript camp. For example, Lieutenant W. E. Mays, Confederate States
Army received a $30.00 bounty in October 1862, for returning deserter Elbert
Bainberry, Jr., to Camp Ford. 20
Though no official records of the conscript training activity at Camp Ford
are known, various headquarters correspondence, individual soldiers' military
records, and occasional letters contain information on Lhe conscript camp
before Federal prisoners arrived. Elbert Williams, a soldier stationed at Post
Tyler. wrote to his fiance, Manda Wallace, regarding conscript exemptions:
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Lieutenant Cocke has got a pcnnanent detail for his men from Lt. Gen.
Curby [sic, Kirby] Smith. There is none of them to be turned. over. They
will remain here. I'm very well sl:l.ti~fied with my [illegible]. I think I had
as well stay here as anybody else. There has to be men [illegible]. Parson
Smith was here right from the army. He is after the men at Camp Ford. The
men have aU been turned over to him. He has furloughed them horne for
several days to get ready to go to Walker's [Texas I Division.

The personnel at Camp Ford received their pay from Captain lC. Kirby
(or Kerby), the commander of the Confederate States Quartermaster Depot,
located about one mile east of Camp Ford, according to a series of individual
"Descriptive List and Account of Pay and Clothing" records. The last complete set of these rolls is dated July 11, 1863, for March 18 through April 30,
1863, and may document the last Camp Ford payday for many conscripts on
their way to the front. 21
Daily life in the Pine Springs conscript camp is detailed in three letters
from one of the draftees, Norwegian immigrant Private Simon A. Aanonson,
A native of Prairievllle in Kaufman County, Texas, Aanonson was conscripted on September 20, ]862, and arrived at Camp Ford for training on
September 28. His three surviving letters, written in Old Danish to his wife,
Anne, tell of frequent desertions, medical discharges, denied furloughs, and
the prices of some common items. At one time, a Confederate officer arrived
at the camp from the Gulf Coast fortifications at Virginia Point, Texas, with a
requisition for recruits for his command. The call for fifty volunteers elicited
more than 300 applicants for "soft" coastal duty, including a disappointed
Private Aanonson. In January 1863, Aanonson received his pay at Camp Ford
and was transferred to Company E, 2d Tex.as Infantry Regiment. Included in
the Vicksburg~ Mississippi, garrison during the prolonged siege there,
Aanonson was wounded and was among those who surrendered on July 4,
1863. Three days later, the Union Anny issued Aanonson a parole of honor
not to take up arms against the United States unt11 duly exchanged for a captured Union soldier. Given a furlough and allowed to return home, Aanonson
failed to return to his unit and was hsted as a deserter by March 1864. 21
One Tyler soldier, Stanley M. Warner, was stationed at Pine Springs
camps for three tours and witnessed the Confederate activities there. The prewar editor and former owner of the Tyler Telegraph, Warner enlisted in
Captain E. T. Broughton's Company C, 7th Texas Infantry Regiment, at Pine
Springs on October 1, 1861. The soldiers of the company, half of whom were
from Smith County, elected Warner the senior enlisted man in the company,
orderly, or first sergeant Becoming a prisoner of war along with most of his
regiment after the Battle of Fort Donelson, Warner escaped from a Union
prison, Camp Douglas near Chicago, Illinois, and made his way back to
Confederate lines. 23
Back in Tyler on furlough in May 1862, Warner visited another Tyler
native, Colonel Richard B. Hubbard, at Camp Hubbard at Pine Springs to
enlist his aid in collecting seven months back pay. Hubbard sent Warner a
ml1e down the road to see Captain Kirby at the Quartermaster Depot to draw
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his pay. In addition, Hubbard wrote to Governor Lubbock recommending that
Warner be commissioned an infantry officer and assigned as a drillmaster for
the 22d Texas Infantry Regiment. Warner was assigned to Camp Hubbard as
"Instructor of Tactics" to train recruits. 24
As Confederate conscripts began arriving at the Pine Springs camp and
as portions of the 22d Texa" Infantry Regiment left for the front, Warner
remained to train troops at the newly-renamed Camp Ford. Following temporary assignments in Houston and Austin, Warner returned to command both
the camp of instruction at Camp Ford and Post Tyler. Warner was later promoted to captain and commanded Camp Ford until his resignation from that
post on November 20, 1863. Since Federal prisoners of war began arriving in
Tyler during the last week of July J863, Warner was both the commander of
the camp of instruction and the first commander of the prison camp at Camp
Ford. Indeed, until June 7, 1864, the senior Confederate officers at Camp Ford
are listed as. commanders of the Eastern Camp of Instruction for Conscripts at
Tyler known as Camp Ford and not of the prison camp which formed an integral part of the same camp.25
Why Warner was relieved as commander of Camp Ford is shrouded in
mystery. On November 7, 1863, Lieutenant General E. Kirby Smith, commander of the Department of the Trans-Mississippi, wrote to Confederate
Secretary of War James A. Seddon: "I have the honor to enclose certain papers
relating to the case of Lieut. S. M. Warner, together with my action upon it.
The case being so flagrant, requiring immediate action, and it being impracticable to order a General Court Martial, I have directed his appointment of
Drill Master to be revoked, and ordered him cons.cripted." This is strong language on the conduct of a commissioned officer and no other records have
been found in the surviving records to explain the charges more completely.
Warner's last military records include his resignation as a Drill Master,
accepted November 20, 1863, and a pay voucher for the time spent in that
capacity dated February 5, 1864. 26
Diaries and reminiscences of prisoners and guards mention the presence
of conscripts at Camp Ford after the prisoner-of-war camp was established in
August 1863. Lieutenant Colonel A.J.H. Duganne of the 176th New York
Infantry Regiment included the following description of the camp arrangement in reminiscences written in 1865: "On the east are woods and cultivated
lands. A rebel camp of cavalry and the huts of conscripts hide behind those
eminences. One frame of logs is called the 'wolf-pen.' There offending
Yankees are confined on corn and water. There, usuaJly, some dozen rebel

conscripts, apprehended for desertion, are immured." Colonel Charles C.
Nott, of the same regiment, also published his Camp Ford memoirs in 1865 as
Sketches in Prison Camps; A Continuation of Sketches of the War, and mentioned the use of conscripts as guards: "The Confederate troops (idle after
their victories on the Red River) came back to scour the country for dcserters~
and our unhappy conscript friends whispered that escape was hopeless now,
and sought to comfort us by lamenting that no dim prospect of exchange
cheered them."27
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A well-known Smith County researcher, Dr. Albert Woldert, interviewed
W. W. Funderburgh, a former Camp Ford guard, for a newspaper article published May 13, 1924. Funderburgh was born in 1847 and moved just south of
Tyler in 1854, where he sti1llivcd at the time he was interviewed. According
to Funderburgh, the prisoner stockade at Camp Ford occupied an area:
...ahoUl three and a half miles northeast of Tyler on the east side of what
is now the Tyler-Gladewater (or Dixie) Highway, and on the east line
(about the center of this line) of the Thomas F. Pugh survey Number 373;
Abstract 771. At this point in L863 a stockade prison was built and named
'Camp Ford' in honor of Captain Rip Ford.

This description matches the location of the voting precinct at Camp
Hubbard in the Smith County Commissioners Court Minutes, the location of
the markers placed in 1935 by the United Daughters of the Confederacy, and
the information contained in Smith County Appraisal District Maps 06145
and 06150, the northern and southern halves of the Thomas F. Pugh Survey
Number 373, Abstract 771. It is fairly certain that Camp Hubbard, the Eastern
Camp of Instruction, the Camp Ford Conscript Camp, and the Camp Ford
Prisoner of War Camp are all in the same general area. 2~
Though the majority of the occupants of Camp Ford were Federal prisoners after the fall of 1863, the training of conscripts continued to the end of
the war. When Colonel R. T.P. Allen, fonner commander of the 17th Texas
Infantry Regiment, was ordered to Tyler on November 3, 1863, his assignment as commander of the Camp of Instruction at Tyler included responsibility for the conscripts and Federal prisoners at Camp Ford. Colonel Allen is
still mentioned as commanding the "unattached conscripts" at Tyler as late as
May 14, 1864, when Lieutenant General E. Kirby Smith ordered the conscript
camp moved to Rusk, Texas, and that arrangements be made for guarding the
Federal prisoners remaining at Camp Ford. It is not certain when training
activities ceased at Camp Ford, though no further record of the conscript
camp has been found after May 1864.~~
The prisoner of war camp at Camp Ford continued in operation until the
guards slipped away on the night of May 14, 1865, after learning of the collapse of the Confederacy. Few Confederate records of Camp Hubbard or
Camp Ford survived the war and the most complete documentation of camp
activities comes from the published letters, diaries, and reminiscences of former Union prisoners and a few guards. The planned enlargement and
improvement of the park at Camp Ford will. however, undoubtedly increase
public awareness and interest in documents and artifacts relating to Civil War
activities at the site. JO
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WILLIAM M. STEGER:
THE CAMPAIGN FOR GOVERNOR OF TEXAS, 1960
Ry Mike Lantz

From the time Reconstruction
ended, most, if not all, of the political competition in Texas took place
within the Democratic Party. By
comparison, the Republican Party
in Texas was stagnant and uncompetitive, relegated to little more
than vocal opposition. The best the
Republican Party could do was
offer "token" opposition in a limited number of state and local positions with candidates who for the
most part had absolutely no chance
of success.
Beginning in
1960 the
Republican Party began to make
small steps toward becoming a
more competitive party, Changing ideology played a part, but much of the
change also came from stronger leadership within the Republican Party and
candidates for statewide office who refused to be "token" competition. One of
the "pioneers" within the Republican Party was the Republican candidate for
governor in 1960, William M. Steger.
William "Bill" Merritt Steger was born on August 22, 1920, in Dallas,
Texas. He grew up in Dallas, was graduated from Woodrow Wilson High
School in 1938. then moved to Waco to attend Baylor University. His college
education was cut short by the sudden entry of the United States into World
War II. Two days following the attack on Pearl Harbor, Steger, three years into
his college education and twenty-one years of age, enlisted with the U.S. Air
Corps. I Following a year of training in the UnIted State~ to be a fighter pilot,
Steger was stationed in Morocco, where he volunteered to fly British-made
Spitfires and took an active part in the Allied invasions of Sicily and Italy.
After completing fifty-six combat missions, Steger spent two years stationed
in Florida as a flight instructor and test pilot.
Steger was discharged from the U.S. Air Corps in January 1947, moved
back to Dallas, married, and attended law school. He was graduated from
SMU Law School in August 1950, and moved to Longview to begin a legal
practice. While in private practice in Longview. Steger campaigned in Gregg
County for Dwight Eisenhower for president in 1952. In July 1953, at the age
of thirty-two. Steger was appointed U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of
Texas. Six years later, in September 1959, Steger resigned and joined Tyler
Mike Lantz is a depury clerk for the U.S. DistriCT Court. Eastern District of Texas, Tyler.
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attorneys Murph Wilson and Marshall Spivey to form the Wilson, Spivey, and
Steger law firm.
Bill Steger went to work for the new Wilson, Spivey, and Steger law firm
in Tyler on September 1, 1959. Because the Hatch Act forbids employees of
the executive branch from public involvement in partisan politics, Steger had
not given politics much thought for several years. Instead, he had been busy
with the challenge of supervising and managing the U.S. attorney's office.
And even now that he was out of the public sector, the idea of getting involved
in politics was not foremost to him. Steger's primary intcrest was to resume
his career a.'\ a private attorney.
Early in 1960, Republican Party state chainnan Thad Hutcheson caned
to ask if Steger would allow his name to be submitted to the Rcpublican convention "as a candidate for state-wide office." Steger told Hutcheson that he
would consider it. When Steger went home that evening, he discussed the
offer with his wife, Ann, and they "decided that we were very interested inas we had always been interested in - building a two-party Texas, and decided that if that's what the convention wanted, I was willing to submit to i1."2
Along with other potential Republican candidates, Steger attended a
meeting of the nominating committee in March prior to the Republican convention in McAllen, Texas in May.) Here Steger met John Tower, a
Midwe&tern State University government professor from Wichita Falls, who
was also being considered as a candidate for statewide office. Steger and
Tower discussed the prospect of who would run for what office, and as Steger
tells it, "We were wanting to help the party, but we really weren't all that interested in one race or the other. So we finally decided that I would run for governor, if the convention wanted, and that he would run for the senate, if the
convention wanted it. So our names were submitted without opposition, and
we were nominated as candidates for those offices."4
The Republican state convention was, in those days, the vehicle for party
nomination, since the party seldom drew more than 200,000 votes in gubernatorial elections. By law, only parties receiving more than this number of
votes for governor could conduct a primary election in the following election
cycle. Although the Republican Party might exceed that number in presidential election years, mid-tenn elections attracted few Republican voters to the
polls. The only occasions in Texas history in which a Republican candidate
for governor acquired more than 200,000 votes took place in 1952 and 1956.
Tn 1952, incumbent governor Allan Shivers ran on both Democrat and Republican tickets, garnering 1,375,547 votes as a Democrat and 468,319 votes as a
Republican. And in the rematch between Dwight Eisenhower and Adlai
Stevenson in 1956, William R. Bryant, the Republican candidate for governor,
received 261,283 votes. However, in the mid-term elections of 1954 and
1958, the Repuhlican candidates for governor received only 66 1 154 and
94,086 votes. The Republican Party had not conducted a party primary since
1934.5
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The Republican Party had been searching for candidates for statewide
offices who would be legitimate political alternatives to the Democrats in
otllce. In Steger. the party found their candidate for governor. Steger's years
of experience as U.S. Attorney gave him credibility as an administrator, manager, and federal prosecutor with a legitimate track record of accomplishments in that office. Also, his experience as a fighter pilot in World War II
implied a variety of character attributes that would appeal to Texas voters. As
Republican State Chairman Thad Hutcheson said in nominating Steger for the
office, the time had come for a "spectacular change" in the governor's office,
and Steger was "able, active, and aggressive." just the man to succeed
Governor Price Danie1. 6
Steger lived up to Hutcheson's description. He refused to play the role of
the "token candidate," and was reported to have stated that it was up to the
Republican rank and file to provide the backing he needed to pursue a major
race,' Steger and John Tower both called on the Republican Party "to go
horne, raise campaign funds and help ... make it a good fight."~
"In the past," noted a Tyler news article, "Republican candidates for state
office have not campaigned to any great extent, choosing to fcel that it was
just an empty honor to be so named." Steger was different in that he had every
"intention of making an aggressive campaign for the office."9
This does not mean that Bill Steger ever believed he could defeat Price
DanieL Steger acknowledges that his race for governor "was a token race."
Most of the funds raised for the campaign were, according to Steger, "spent
primarily on the senate race. Tower and I campaigned side by side, but I didn't have much money ... We knew it was a token race. I was running against
Price Daniel who had been in there for two or three terms. "10
Governor Marion Price Daniel was campaigning for his third term, and
Steger was too much of a realist to believe that he could compete with Daniel
for the office of governor. A well-entrenched traditional Democrat, Daniel
previously had served as a U.S. ~enator, Texas' attorney general, and member
and speaker of the Texas House of Representatives. Steger, by comparison,
was a political novice, who had never campaigned for public office. With less
than $6,000 to spend on his campaign, Steger's candidacy for governor really was a ··token race," but it was a candidacy with a purpose. Steger's goal
was to acquire enough votes in the election to ensure a Republican primary
election in the next election cycle, and to establish a solid political foundation
that the Republican Party could build upon in future years to compete for and
win state-wide elective offices.
Following his nomination, Steger's press conference in Tyler established
this theme, which he continued to emphasize throughout the campaign:
Tfeel deeply honored that my party has seen fit to choose me as its candidate for Governor of Texas ... I am willing to accept this responsibility and
have done so because I have a strong belief that Texas should have a lWoparty system of government ... I feel that it i~ the only way that the voters
of Texas may really express their preferences in regard 10 various candi-
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dates .. , I have always believed that the one-party system limits the voter's
opponunity to ensure good government, and I invite voters of all political
beliefs to join me and the Republican party in establishing such a system. lI

At the end of July, Steger attended the National Republican Convention
in Chicago as a guest. He had declined a position as a delegate-at-Iarge
because his responsibilities as a lawyer would not allow him to attend all of
the sessions of the convention. Still, Steger received an invitation to attend a
breakfast with President Dwight Eisenhower in the Constitution Room of the
Morrison Hotel in Chicago. While at the convention, Steger also met Vice
President Richard Nixon. A picture of that meeting was published in The Tyler
Courier-Telegraph on July 28. The original photograph is addressed to Steger
"with every good wish," and signed, "Dick Nixon."
Just before the Republican convention in Chicago~ the Democrats met in
Los Angeles and nominated John F. Kennedy as their candidate for president.
Governor Price Daniel was, to say the least, disappointed with Kennedy's
nomination. According to an AP new~ release, "Daniel's anger and displeasure was obvious," with Daniel first having no comment on Kennedy's nomination, then reluctantly acknowledging that he would vote for the Democratic
ticket. Asked if he would work for the Democratic ticket, Daniel sharply
replied, "r said 'vote' for it," leaving little doubt of his dissatisfaction with the
Democratic platform and the Democratic presidential nominee. 12 Following
the nomlnation of Lyndon Johnson as vice president, however, Governor
Danlel modified his positl0n and grudgingly agreed not only to vote for, but
also to work for and to support the Democratic ticket. Still, he adamantly
refused to support the Democratic national platform. n
Bill Steger began his campaign for governor on September 8, 1960, with
an address to the Dallas Association of Young Republicans at the Baker Hotel
in Dallas, "declaring that he favored a general sales tax, excepting food and
medicine, and also.,. a constitutional convention to rewrite the state's constitution."14
Steger's position on the establishment of a state sales tax was not one
with which most Texans would agree; yet, considering the deteriorating status
of the state's financial situation. it was an issue that needed to be discussed
and debated. A~ un-RepUblican a~ it may have seemed to favor a new tax,
Steger knew that some method of taxation was necessary to provide revenue
for the increasing services that Texans were receiving. From a management
standpoint, this was common sense. From a political standpoint. however, it
was problematic.
I am fully aware of the philosophy among politicians iliat it is unwise
to run for a political office and advocate any form of a tax program if elected. But, likewise, I am aware of the fact that a candidate seeking a political
office should be honest with the voters and be realistic in the promises
which are made.

The masses of the people of Texas are benefiting the most from the
expenditures of our state government, and should bear their part of the high
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of government.

We have many citizens of Texas who reap the benefits of an outstanding public school system as well as the many other advantages of being a
Texan, and yet they pay practically no taxes whatsoever in return for these
precious opportunities.
I submit that the union labor cry of the gross unfairness of a sales tax is
pure propaganda. 13

Steger criticized the National Democratic Party platform as "the most
radical, socialistic, political ideology ever presented to the American people.
The Democratic platform is a blueprint for economic, moral and spiritual
bankruptcy and full of the promises that go with a welfare state." Steger noted
the political waffling of Governor Daniel in his support of the Democratic
presidential ticket and his party's platfonn. He charged that Daniel first had
said "he would vote for Kennedy but not work for him in Texas;" however,
after Johnson's nomination as vice president, Daniel changed his mind and
said he would work for the Democratic ticket. But, noted Steger, Daniel
"changed his mind again by saying he would vote and work for the
Democratic national ticket but would not support the platfonn." "Fellow
Texans," said Steger, "I am at a loss to see how our governor can support the
Democratic ticket and then soothe his conscience by saying he will not support the principles advocated by the men who comprise that ticket." Steger
concluded his speech by pledging his "support to returning Texas to the
sound, conservative principles of government practiced by our forefathers,"
and added that "with enlightened intelligent thinking on the part of all Texans
in November, this can be accomplished."16
Later in September, Steger attended the Republican state convention in
Galveston. Delegates selected Texas' electoral college nominee~ and instructed them to support the Nixon-Lodge ticket; elected state party officers, including the chairman and state executive committee members; and adopted a state
party platform, emphasizing states' rights and "sound money" practices. As in
all party conventions, this one involved a great deal of ideological rhetoric
and posturing. Two resolutions passed by the convention are of particular
interest. One resolution, read at the convention by Senator Lyndon Johnson's
opponent, John Tower, denounced Johnson for running for two elective
offices at the same time. The resolution said in part: "We condemn as irresponsible his running for two high offices simultaneously .... We challenge
Sen. Johnson to state why, if he has confidence in the ability of the KennedyJohnson ticket to carry the nation, he seeks political insurance by running for
the U.S. Senate as well as the vice presidency." The second resolution called
on conservative Democrats to support the Republican nominees "in the interests of conservatism," and invited fonner governor Allan Shivers to lead
Democratic conservatives into the Republican Party. Steger described Shivers
as "one of the greatest statesmen in Texas history."17
Allan Shivers had a long history of political experience in Texas. In
1934, at the age of twenty-seven, he became the youngest member of the
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Texas Senate. In 1946, he was elected lieutenant governor, reelected in 1948,
and succeeded Governor Beauford Jester as governor in 1949 following
Jester's death, Shivers was then elected to three separate terms as governor
from 1950 through 1956. Despite his political success, Shivers angered many
traditional Democrats, and was accused of disloyalty to the party, for his
active support of Republican presidential candidate Dwight Eisenhower in
1952 and 1956. In fact, Shivers was instrumental in delivering Texas' electoral
votes to Eisenhower in 1952. Following his loss for reelection in the
Democratic primary in 1956, Shivers officially retired from state politics in
1957 and in 1960 campaigned for the Nixon-Lodge Republican presidential
ticket. Because of his support for Republican candidates, Shivers drew the ire
of Democrats such as former president Harry Truman, who considered any
Democrat's support of Republican candidates, an act equivalent to treason.
"[Nixon] has the nerve to come to Texas and ask you to vote for him," said
Truman during a campaign swing through Texas. "And if you do it, you ought
to go to hcll."l~
Still, with Shivers actively campaigning for Richard Nix.on for president, Steger and other Republicans saw an opportunity to extend their base of support in Texas by emphasizing common conservative beliefs. "We feel we are
very close to conservative Democrats," said Steger. "Our thinking is very similar ... One of the greatest things Gov. Shivers could do would be to lead conservatives out of the Democrat party and into the Republican Party. I issue to
him a personal invitation to do so. The doors are wide open:'I~
Bill Steger's campaign began in eamest in October, and Steger campaigned as much as time and money permitted. However, his was not a fulltime campaign. As a lawyer who recently had begun practicing in his new
firm, Steger often had to attcnd to business and had to work his campai gn
schedule around the demands of his law practice. "I couldn't be out of the
office as much as rd like to have been," said Steger, "But I made a numbcr
of trips around the state. Tower and I made a number of them together." Steger
recalled campaigning in Amarillo, Lubbock, Odessa, EI Paso, Dallas, Waco,
Austin, and several times in HOllston. He admits that the rallies at which he
spoke were smaLL "We didn't have all that many people at that time," he said.
But, he added, "we had good newspaper coverage."?O
At the end of September, Governor Daniel's vocal disappointment with
the Democratic Party's national platform became national news. A Republican
congresswoman from New Jersey, Florence P. Dwyer, criticized Daniel for
attempting to separate the message from the messengers. "If Governor Daniel
has any information that Senators Kennedy and Johnson have agreed to abandon the Democratic platform in spirit as has already been done by congressional Democrats in fact," she said, "he owes the people of New Jersey,
indeed all Americans, an explanation of his statement."21
Steger had attempted to make Daniel's lack of support for the
Democratic platform an issue in the gubernatorial campaign in Texas, but the
governor had ignored Steger's criticism. Now that the criticism became a
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national issue, Daniel was compelled to respond to the challenge and state his
position. Daniel effectively sidestepped the controversy by restating the issue
and denying that he was opposed to everything in the national platform.
According to Daniel, his original comment had been: "No one should interpret my support of the nominees as support of all the provisions of the platform that was written at Los Angeles .... What I meant," said Daniel, "was
that if and when some of these provisions arise in Congress. I would oppose
them. I spoke only for myself." Then he added, "Does Republican Rep.
Dwyer propose to support every word and sentence in the Republican platfonn? I doubt it."22 Despite Daniel's attempt to separate his support for the
national candidates and his opposition to portions of the national party plat[ann, Bill Steger attempted to make much of the apparent contradiction. In a
speech before a Dallas Republican Women's Club, Steger said, "I challenge
Governor Daniel to speak to the people of Texas and explain how this radical,
socialistic platform will not be enacted into law though they vote for Kennedy
and Johnson." Steger continued, "I do not believe that Governor Daniel has
the courage to follow his own convictions about matters vitally affecting
Texas when he refused to repudiate a platform that opposes the oil depletion
allowance, the tidelands, the right to work law and many others involving
states' rights. "2J
The next day, Steger took part in a major campaign rally in Dallas with
John Tower and Bruce Alger, Republican candidate for Congress. Steger then
went on to East Texas State College in Commerce, Tcxa1\, to take part in a
forum sponsored by the history department, and 1\poke about "The Role of the
Republican Party in Our Political Life." Optimistic and upbeat, Steger commented the following day to reporters about the positive momentum his campaign was beginning to acquire. He said, "I believe that the effort I'm putting
forth this year is a tremendous step forward in helping build a two-party system in Texas, which is badly needed."24
On October 12, Steger was in Amarillo giving a speech at a PotterRandall County Republican rally in which he continued to hammer away at
Daniel's position: "I challenge Governor Daniel to go before the people of
Texa..;; and tell them why they should vote for Kennedy and Johnson and thereby give aid and comfort to their political platfOlTIl when he himself does not
believe in their principles."2'i And on a trip to Houston a few days later, Steger
criticized Daniel regarding the state's financial situation. "He still hasn't revealed any program to get the state out of the financial dilemma," said Steger.
"Our financial picture is critical now." Steger also challenged Dan1cl to explain
why Texas voters should support the Kennedy-Johnson ticket, noting that former governor Allan Shivers was campaigning for the Nixon-Lodge ticket and
encouraging conservative Democrats to vote Republican. "Shivers is doing
what the governor as leader of the state ought to be dOlng, " he said. "Shivers
is expressing his conviction and doing 1t in a commendable manner."26
Years later, Steger recalled that the ;'LAssociuted Press] covered me real
welL" giving him good statewide covenlgc. Steger remembered one incident
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during a campaign stop in Austin whcre he met the press, "I went to Austin .
. . and they had a press room there for all the press. and at that point ... [AP
correspondent] Dave Cheavens led off ... and said, 'We don't know much
about you, so tell us about yourself so I can write smart about you.' ... [T] hat
gave me a real hearing. I mean, I was in there 30 or 40 minutes, and Dave
practically wrote a biographical sketch on me, which on AP, you know, goes
out everywhere ... I got good coverage on it.":2?
The two resulting articles written by Cheavens are interesting and 1nfonnative, describing Steger in a positive, yet realistic, light. According to one
article, Steger "hit hard at Daniel, saying the governor has not furnished Texas
the leadership it needs in solving its financial crisis or in the national political
campaign," and that Governor Daniel's "opposition to the Democratic platform-while claiming he supports Sens. John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B.
Johnson- serves only to confuse the voters when they need real leadership."
"Daniel either has no convictions," said Steger, "or lacks the courage to
follow them." Steger then discussed his primary motivation for running for
office, which was to develop a basis for a competitive Republican Party in
Texas, "1 believe we are on the threshold of making Texas a two-party state, H
said Steger. "It is closer than many people think. We have many strong county organizations and we have a good chance of electing some of our candidates to the Legislature."28
In a second article by Cheavens, Steger "admits he may lose to traditional Democratic voting habits in his effort to defeat Gov. Price Daniel's bid
for reelection. But if he does lose, says Steger, underlining the 'if,' the effort
is worthwhile in the interests of future two-party government."2~ Steger also
took this opportunity to challenge Daniel to "a face-to-face debate on issues
in the governor's race," a repeated challenge by Steger that Daniel 19nored
throughout the campaign.
Steger's press conference in Austin also was covered by Austin American
capitol correspondent Ken Towery, and appears to be the only time Steger's
campaign for governor was mentioned in the Austin newspaper. Steger was
quoted at length regarding his position on issues that he continued to emphasize throughout the campaign. In particular, Steger attempted to highlight the
ideological rift and inconsistency within the Democratic Party by criticizing
Governor Daniel and praising former governor Shivers for their leadershlp
roles within the party: "I think: it is inconceivable for Gov. Daniel to state he
is going to support Kennedy and Johnson and yet he is not going to support
their platform. This means he docs not support the things they believe in ....
I feel that former Governor Allan Shivers is one of the most patriotic Texans
we have. He has convictions, and I think it is a bad situation to have to
call upon a former governor for leadership at a time when we face the greatest crisis in aUf history. Gov. Daniel has served only to confuse the
voters ... ,".'0
While Steger made plans to campaign in the Lower Rio Grande Valley,
Governor Daniel addressed a Democratic rally in San Marcos, defending his
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support for the national Democratic candidates and his lack of support for the
national Democratic party platform. "None of this is inconsistent in voting for
nominees although we disagree with and will oppose in the Congress some of
the planks in the platform," said Daniel. "There is seldom any candidate or
any political party with which you can agree 100 percent." Daniel also noted
that "The Republican p)atfonn is just as bad on some of these points of di~
agreement, and yet there are Texans supporting the Republican nominees
without embracing all of the Republican platform."-;\
The following Friday and Saturday, October 21 and 22, Steger toured the
Lower Rio Grande Valley, making campaign stops at San Juan, Brownsville,
San Benito, Mercedes, Weslaco, Alamo, Edenburg, and McAllen. Steger then
left for Houston to meet with President Eisenhower. along with other state and
local Republican leaders. while Eisenhower was in Houston to give a speech
at Rice University.
On October 26. advertisements in the Tyler newspapers announced a
political rally promoting the two Republican candidates for statewide office.
"Tonight!" proclaimed the advertisement. " See and hear WM. (Bill) Steger,
Tyler's Own Republican Candidate for Gov. 5:00 p.m. * John Tower Republican Candidate for U.S. Senate 7:30 p.m. KLTV Channel 7." Another political announcement read: "You're invited to the Steger * Tower Rally. Come as
you are and meet these forthright. CONSERVATIVE candidates IN PERSON!
8:15 Carlton Hotel, Turquoise Room - On Ground Floor. TONIGHT!"'?
Steger held a press conference at 11: 15 a.m. in the library of the Tvler
Courier-TImes-Telegraph building. He answered questions and promoted his
positions on the issues, contrasting his candidacy with that of Governor
DanieL "I am a conservative candidate for Governor of Texas," said Steger.
"And a surprising number of conservative Democrats have rallied to my support... ," Steger was asked at the press conference about state financing and
emphasized that he opposed a state income tax as "had taxation," but he
would "support a broad-based sales tax of two per cent excepting medicine
and groceries, if it were recommended by the tax committee appointed to
study taxation."33
Following numerous appearances in Tyler, Steger and Tower each presented thirty-minute speeches that were broadcast by KLTV in Tyler.
Following the speeches, a political rally was held at the Carlton Hotel.
On November 6, the Tyler-Morning Telegraph printed a sample ballot
along with a "Voter's Guide to Tuesday Candidates" that listed the major candidates for statewide office, their responses to questions about their qualifications, and their positions on particular issues. Tn response to the question.
"What changes in our State Constitution are most needed in solving the basic
governmental problems of Texas?" Steger's response was "no answer."
The third question. "What changes do you recommend in the financial
management of Texas-regarding revenues, expenditures, andlor organization
and administration?" received a more thorough answer by Steger:
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I believe that Texas has many antiquated laws controlling revenue and
and that these laws need to be revised and modernized and
keyed to modern day problems. In this connection I am referring also to the
many special funds we have which I believe is [sic] unworkable and that
many of these should be consolidated. I also am opposed to additional general sales taxes and believe that Texas' financial problems can be solved by
good management and cutting costs of OUf present govemment. J4
expenditure~

Steger's campaign advertisement that appeared in the TyJer newspaper,
titled "Eject Tyler's Own, William M. Steger, Governor of Texas," promoted
Steger's personal qualities as "Consistent, Conservative, Progressive." The ad
highlighted his beliefs on specific issues, including states' rights, waste and
inefficiency in government, the 011 depletion allowance, and the tidelands
issues. The most interesting statement in the advertisement concerned the
issue of "Jeffersonian Democracy," and stated that Steger "Believes in a
return to the principles of Thomas Jefferson with regard to individual and
sLates' rights which made America the world's most prosperous country and
the protector of world freedom ... the principles of self-reliance, individual
initiative, personal resourcefulness and the limitations of government power."
The Tyler ,Morning Telegraph published an editorial which, although not
specifically endorsing Steger for the governor's office, certainly implied
endorsement, noting that Steger "has campaigned hard and long for the office,
and his campaign theme has been totally consistent with his personal convictions .... we can recommend B111 Steger of Tyler for any task in which he
chooses to accept the responsibility.":l';
After the votes were counted, Steger lost his bid for governor by an
almost three-to-one margin. Out of 2,237,506 votes cast, Steger received only
609,808 votes (27.3%), and of the 254 counties in Texas, Steger received the
majority of votes in only three. In most counties Steger lost by a three- or
four-to-one margin, receiving in most cases only a few hundred votes to
Daniel's thousand or more. Yet in Smith County. his home county, Steger
polled a respectable forty-two percent of the vote.-\tJ
Following the election, Steger thanked his Smith County supporters in
"An Open Letter to the People of Smith County," and then highlighted the significance of his campaign:
Texas, at the State and County level needs a two-party system
of government, because one-party government creates apathy and
irresponsibility on the part of some public officials when they have
no competition by a strong opposition political party. The
Republican Party in Texas, from its inception, has been a very ineffective and weak pol1tical party on the State and County level. It has
always been my view that this is true only because the Republican
Party has failed to present candidates to the voters who are willing
to sacrifice their time and aggressively campaign for the otlice for
which they have been nominated. In other words, it has been my
view that the voters of Texas will work for and support a
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Republican candidate if they are convinced the candidate is qualified and is willing to actively campaign for the office ....
... Texas is on the threshold of becoming a two-party State, provided those who believe conservative principles of government are
wilhng to organize and work for better government and conservative government through the Republican Party.
It is my sincere desire that from this point forward, Smith
County and the remaining Countjes in the State of Texas will create
strong Republican organizations and persuade conservative thinking men to accept the responsibility of running for our State and
local offices and thereby bring about the wholesome competition
between political parties which will bring about a better and more
efficient local and State government.
This i~ the challenge we face, and I know that the majority of you
will accept the challenge and render a service to your community
and State by giving your efforts to the cause of better government. .17

As Steger notes in his "Open Letter," his candidacy was not a complete
failure. His original goal of attracting more than 200,000 votes was accomplished, and a Republican primary was ensured for the next election. Steger
also acquired more votes than any previous Republican candidate for governor, and the "success" of his candidacy helped propel the Republican Party to
a new level of competition in Texas and established the foundation for the
party's success in the years to come.

Bill Steger did not fade into political obscurity as many unsuccessful
political candidates often do. He continued to play an active role In
Republican Party politics for the next decade. In 1962, he ran a competitive
campaign for Congress, gaining forty-nine percent of the vote, and losing by
only 1,378 votes. He continued to work actively and enthusiastically in the
Texas Republican Party as a presidential elector (1964), a delegate to the
Republican National Convention (1968), a member of the Republican State
Executive Committee (] 966-1969), and ultimately chairman of the
Republican State Executive Committee (1969-1970).
In December 1970, Steger was appointed to the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Texa~ by President Richard M. Nixon and moved to
Beaumont, where he presided in federal court for seven years. Upon completion
of the Tyler federal annex building, Steger returned to Tyler in 1978. Steger took
senior status in 1988, and although now a senior judge, William M. Steger
remains a full-time judge and prominent citizen of the Tyler community.
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-'lTyler Morning Telegraph, October 26, 1960.
)!"Tower Predicts Johoson Defeat," The Tyler Courier- Time.Ii, October 26. 1960.
"'''Volers Guide to Tuesday Candidates," Tyler Morning Telewaph, November 6. 1960.
\1"The Tyler Candidate For Governor," Tyler Morning Telegraph, November 6, 1960.
lb"Races for Governor, Senator; General Election of 1960:' Texas Almanac. 1961-1962. pp.
462-463.
""An Open Letter To the People of Smith County:'
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HERODOTUS, WOOSTER, AND OTHERS
By Robert J. Robertson
During the fifth century before Christ, the Greek historian Herodotus
researched and recorded the story of Greco-Persian wars. He examined
sources critically, covered subjects systematically, and explained events in
rational rather than mythical terms. Writing to perpetuate his nation's memory of "great and wonderful actions," he produced a masterpiece of literature.
In this way Herodotus earned the title Father of History. I
Herodotus, and also Thucydides, another renowned Greek historian of
the Classical age, sired thousands of sons and daughters, among them
Romans, Germans, French, British, and Americans. Down through the ages
they have studied and documented the history of Western civilization and others. Today, men and women in countries all around the globe practice history,
a discipline now centered in universities and involving both writing and
teaching. On campuses throughout the United States, historians study, write,
and teach the story of the nation and world. In the Lone Star State hundreds
of historians draft millions of words and lecture to thousands of students. In
Beaumont, Texas, at Lamar University, during 200 1, fifteen historians carried
on the work initiated by Herodotus; those who remain, along with newcomers to the department, continue to do so today.:
The Lamar History Department in 200 I was comprised of eight professors, one lecturer, five adjunct instructors, and one teaching assistant. The professors included John W. Storey, the department chairman, plus Adrian
Anderson, John M. Carroll, Howell H. Gwin, Jr., 10 Ann Stiles, Walter A.
Sutton, 1. Lee Thompson, and Ralph A. Wooster. Storey and the entire department embrace the noble principles of history; they believe in its practical and
moral purposes, its ideals of truth and reason, and its scholarly standards of
precision, exactitude, and faithfulness. They seek truth in history, but know
the goa) is elusive; they know history is "a work in progress," always being
amended by the discovery of new facts and the exposition of fresh interpretations, always being revised to reflect the sentiments of newer generations.)
Lamar's men and women of history take a long and expansive view. Like
Balboa, who "discovered" (he Pacific Ocean and claimed the whole thing for
the King of Spain, Lamar historians claim everything for themselves. They
reach for the whole story of mankind, for all peoples, for all recorded timc.
They take in politics, diplomacy, and war, their traditional province, but today
also embrace economics, industry, labor, science, religion, philosophy, medicine, sports, art, music, literature, and countless other fields. Lamar historians
study, write, and teach all these subjects and more, and by doing so open a
window on the world. They share historical vistas and viewpoints with their
students and with members of the university and citizens of the town. In the
classrooms of Lamar, an institution less than 100 years old, students can easily see 2000 and more years of history.4
Robert 1. Robert.wn is a businessm{ln in Beaumont, Texas, and teaches
Universit},.

hi~·tory

at Lamar

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

63

John Storey and his fellow historians carry out the essential functions of
their profession: writing and teaching. But they do more; they furnish leadership to professional and student organizations and to cultural and civic groups.
They serve on university committees-the Faculty Senate, Cumculum
Committee, Graduate Council, and others. They advise students and sponsor
student groups. They hold memberships in the American Historical
Association, Organization of American Historians, Southern Historical
Association, Texas State Historical Association, East Texas Historical
Association, and other professional organizations. They embrace "town and
gown" relationships, donating time and money to museums and symphony
orchestras, and delivering speeches to the Rotary Club and other civic organizations. Jo Ann Stiles is prominent in numerous campus and community
groups, including Texas Gulf Historical Society, Gladys City-Spindletop
Boomtown Museum, and Walter P. Webb Society. Ralph Wooster is well
known in university and professional circles, having served as dean of faculties and associate vice president for academic affairs at Lamar University as
well as president of the East Texas Historical Association, the Texas
Association of College Teachers, and the Texas State Historical Association. 5
Lamar historians are experienced and productive writers. They know the
labor of writing-the selection and distillation of materials, and the slow and
painful work of adding. cutting, and revising. They know the rigors of scholarly publication, meeting the tests of editors and reviewers, and passing the
scrutiny of fellow professionals. They publish books, articles, reviews, encyclopedias, indexes, and textbooks. John Storey (PhD, Kentucky, 1968), a specialist in American religious and intellectual history, has published more than
two dozen articles and books dealing with the development and influence of
religion in America. An authority on Southern Baptists, he has authored articles about Baptist leaders, theology, and social policy in the Journal of Texas
Baptist History, East Texas Historical Journal, and the Southwestern
Historical Quarterly.6
In Texas Baptist Leadership and Social Christianity (Texas A&M
University Press, 1986), Storey explored the blending of conservative theology and personal evangelism with "social Christianity," programs that
addressed problems related to race, alcoholism, sex, ecology, and hunger.
Being interested in the influence of religion on politics, Storey published a
second edition of The Religious Right (ABC-Clio, 2001), a reference book coauthored with Glenn H. Utter, chairman of the Lamar University government
department. Storey and Utter provide encyclopedic information about evangelical, fundamentalist Christian leaders such as Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson.
and Ralph Reed, their organi.lations, and their efforts to mobilize voters, elect
officials, and influence public policy. Readers can ponder the impact of the
religious right on the elections of presidents Ronald Reagan, George H. W.
Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush. In Reli!?ion and Politics (ABC-Clio,
2002), Storey and Utter continued their exploration of the interaction between
religion and politics, this time taking a global perspective.]
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Lee Thompson (PhD, Texas A&M, 1996) and John Carroll (PhD,
Kentucky, 1973) write history through biography, a genre known as "the
prism of history" that provides a convenient and interesting means for telling
the stories of wars, revolutions, and all manner of momentous events.
Thompson, who studies Great Britain during the Victorian and modern eras,
has published two books that chronicle the career of Alfred Hannsworth, a
London newspaperman who became Lord Northcliffe and was known as "the
Napoleon of Fleet Street." In Politicians, the Press and Propaganda: Lord
Northcl{tJe and the Great War, 1914-1919 (Kent State University Press,
1999), and Northdiffe: Press Baron in Politics, 1865-]922 (John Murray
Publishers, 2000), readers see the influence of Northcliffe and his newspapers
on politics and military policy during World War I. Thompson challenges
readers with two renditions of the powerlul and controversial Northcliffe. Was
he a vain man corrupted by power and wealth who desecrated the profession
of journalism? Or was he a noble leader and publishing wizard who crusaded
for British victory and preservation of the Empire? Thompson presents the
reader with age-old questions about the men and women of history; were they
saints or sinners?8
John Carroll has twice employed biography in the field of sports history
to illuminate changes in American society_ In Red Grange and the Rise of
Modern Foothall (University of Illinois Press, 1999), he recounts the story of
Harold E. "Red" Grange, the Illinois University star whose much-publicized
college and professional career coincided with the Jazz Age and the vast
social, economic, and technological changes set in motion by World War I.
Carroll explored issues of race and sports during the 1920s and 19308 in Fritz
Pollard: Pioneer in Racial Advancement (University of Illinois, 1992). Here
Carroll traces the remarkable football career of Fritz Pollard, an African
American who starred at Brown University and broke other racial barriers,
becoming the first important black professional player, the first black quarterback, and the first black head coach. Reading about the collegiate career of
Fritz Pollard in the 1920s, Beaumonters can reflect on the experiences of
Anthony Guillory, Odis Booker, Earl Dow, and other black athletes who broke
the color line at Lamar University during the 1960s. 9
Carroll has co-edited half a dozen books dealing with sports, military,
and diplomatic history. He has published more than forty scholarly articles
covering a variety of subjects-athletes, sports teams, international diplomacy, and the Vietnam War-in books and journals such as the International
Review of History and Political Science, Southwestern Historical Quarterly,
and America s Heritage in the Twentieth Century. Walter Sulton (PhD, Texas,
1964) also contributed to the aforementioned America s Heritage. adding articles about the influence of the automobile and the abuse of governmental
power. With a long-standing interest in British and American history, Sutton
has studied the Progressive Era extensively. His articles about Robert M. La
Follete, Frank Norris, Woodrow Wilson, and other figures of the Progressive
years have appeared in Mid-America, Journal of the West. and Presidential
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Studies Quarterly. With Sallye J. Sheppeard, chair of the Lamar Department
of English and Foreign Languages, Sutton edited Essays on the Cultural
Heritage of Southeast Texas (1988), a publication sponsored by the Texas
Committee for the Humanities. Sheppeard and Sutton provide essays. bibliographies, and appendices covering demographics, economics, religion, culture, education, and performing arts in Southeast Texas. 10
10 Ann Stiles (MA, Texas, 1966) made important contributions to
Sheppeard's and Sutton's already-mentioned Essays 011 the Cultural Heritage
afSoutheast Texas: she collected and organized oral histories pertaining to the
Beaumont area. A specialist in Texas history, Stiles has conducted extensive
research in the Southeast Texas region, giving special attention to race relations, politics, and the oil industry. She has recorded numerous oral histories
on these subjects and deposited them in the Lamar University and other
libraries. She has published various articles: "The Texas Constitutional
Convention," Lamar Journal of Humanities; "Bush, Dukakis, and Two Party
Politics," Insight; and "Adventure into Oil: The Cartwright Oil and
Development Company," Texas Gulf Historical and Biographical Record.
Focusing again on oil. Stiles has just completed Giant Under the Hill, a book
co-authored with Judith Linsley and Ellen Rienstra, and published by the
Texas State Historical Association. Here Stiles and her co-authors recount the
story of the Spindletop oil discovery in 1901, a phenomenal event that created the modem petroleum industry and transformed Beaumont and the entire
Lone Star State. II
Howell Gwin (PhD, Mississippi State, 1962) has broad interests ranging
from classical and medieval Europe to the modem era in Southeast Texas. A
student of the history of disease and medicine, he has published articles about
the treatment of leprosy in Studies in Medieval Culture and Lamar Journal of
fhe Humanities, and contributed "Medieval Academe: The Medical Masters
of Montpellier" to Essays in Honor of Dr. Harold S. Snellgrove (University
Press of Mississippi, 1983). In 1995 Gwin compiled the General Index of the
Texas Gulf Historical and BioRraphical Record, 1965-1994, providing access
to the scholarship of more than 100 articles covering various aspeds of
Southeast Texas history, including Civil War politics, the home front during
World War II, and civil rights in Southeast Texas. 12
Textbooks, essential tools at all educational levels, are among the most
important books. written by professional historians. Adrian Anderson (PhD,
Texas Tech, 1967) has produced two Texas history textbooks, both of which
enjoyed widespread popularity among teachers and have been published in
multiple editions. Anderson is an authority on the history of the Lone Star
State; he knows the Texas story well, including the bibliography and historiography. For colleges and universities, Anderson revised Texas: The Lone
Star State (Prentice Hall, 1997), a book originally authored by legendary
Texas historian Rupert Richardson. For public schools, Anderson co-authored
Texas and Texans (Glencoe, 1994), working with David Annstrong, Richard
Boehm, Jeanie Stanley, and Ralph Wooster. The latter volume. used in Texas
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schools, was revised for re-adoption in 2002. In both textbooks, Anderson and
his co-authors present the dramatic and compelling history of Texas, relating
traditional and well-known facts but at the same time, in ever-newer editions,
adjusting and revising the texts to reflect the latest scholarship. Here teachers
and students are apprised of fresh insights about issues such as gender and
race. They follow the struggle of women, African Americans, Mexican
Americans, and others to achieve a share of the American dream. They see the
stories of Heman Sweatt, the black Texan who won a federal lawsuit to desegregate the University of Texas law school, and Vcrsic Jackson and Anthony
Connier, black Beaumonters who sued successfully to desegregate Lamar
University. U
Ralph Wooster (PhD, Texas, 1954) is the department's senior member
and most prolific writer. He is the quintessential historian: ardent teacher;
scrupulous researcher; careful writer-a true and loyal son of Herodotus. On
the Lamar faculty since 1955, Wooster has authored more than seventy articles and books, many dealing with the Civil War and the American South.
Early in his career Wooster pioneered research in nineteenth-century census
returns, employing the census data and other primary materials to analyze the
relationship between demographics and political attitudes in Southern states.
From this work, Wooster published three books; Secession Conventions ofthe
South (Princeton, 1962), The People in Power (Tennessee, 1969), and
Politicians, Planters. and Plain Folk (Tennessee, 1975). In his secession
book, a work widely cited by national historians, Wooster explored the fateful decisions by Southerners to break the Union and start a civil war. An indefatigable student of the Civil War itself, Wooster has written extensively about
the men and women, white and black, who engaged in the conflict, especially those from the Lone Star State. In this area, his books include Texas and
Texans in the Civil War (Eakin, 1996), Civil War Texas (Texas State Historical
Association, 1999), Lone Star Generals in Gray (Eakin, 2000), and Lone Star
Regiments in Gray (2002). But Wooster's interest in soldiers from the Lone
Star State extends beyond the Civil War: he is currently preparing a manuscript covering Texas and Texans in the Second World War. 14
Wooster's interest in World War II was kindled between 1954 and 1955,
when he served with the U, S. Army Historical Division in Europe. It continues today, as he teaches advanced courses on Nazi Germany and World War
II. He recounts the story of Germany during the 1930s and 1940s, when Hitler
and other fascists hijacked the government of a great nation. They corrupted
the morality of its citizens, who went mad with anti-Semitism, nationalism,
and militarism, and provoked a catastrophic world war that killed more than
fifty million people and devastated the heartland of Western Europe. In
Wooster's story of Germany, Lamar students learn of events that profoundly
shaped the lives of older Americans, the men and women sometimes called
"the greatest generation," who served on the battlefronts of Europe and the
Pacific and the home fronts of the United States. 1j
Wooster is officially "semi-retired," but he remains a dedicated and ener-
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getic teacher, fulfilling the dual responsibilities of the professional historian:
writing and teaching. He and John Storey and their fellow professors believe
in the ideals of teaching, transmitting historical knowledge to younger generations and more: promoting rational inquiry; discussing moral values; and
exalting wisdom and justice. Additionally, they introduce their students to the
world of historical literature; they use the best books, cite bibliographies, and
discuss historiography. Lamar professors believe in the traditions of the lecture hall and the power of the spoken word; they know the vital human chemistry of teaching and learning, when the words of an earnest professor connect
with the mind of an eager student, when interest is aroused, enthusiasm kindled, and reason engaged. "The most important thing," said Dr. John Gray,
former Lamar president, "is the striking of a spark between a dedicated,
inspiring teacher and a serious, well motivated student. 1£ we can strike
enough sparks," said Gray, "we can help light the way for a brighter tomorrow, not only for the people of Southeast Texas, but hopefully for all
mankind."16
During the fall 200 I semester, Lamar historians taught classes to almost
1,600 students, about eighteen percent of the 8,900 students enrolled at the
university. Students taking history registered in a dozen different courses, in
forty-five different sections. More than 1,400 students took basic courses covering World Civilization, the United States, and the state of Texas, while
another 250 pursued a variety of advanced courses. Fifteen graduate students
pursued Master of Arts degrees in history and worked under the supervision
of Storey, Wooster, and other members of the graduate faculty_
More than Great Britain, Rome, or Gennany, the United States was the
focus of teaching and learning at Lamar University during the fall 200 I.
Lamar historians taught more than twenty sections of American history and
another half-dozen in related topics, including the Lone Star State, military
affairs, Southern religion, and the Progressive Era. The heavy concentration
on the United States derives in part from a Texas law that requires six hours
(two courses) of American history for every student graduating from a statesupported college or university_ Under the law, students may opt for three
hours of Texas history to meet one-half the history requirement. The history
mandate law was enacted June 2, 1955, when Governor Allan Shivers signed
a bill authored by Senator Dorsey Hardeman of San Angelo. An early draft of
the bill shows that Senator Hardeman and others wanted the American history courses to cover specific issues: national development; the free enterprise
system; powers and rights of the states; rights and dignity of the individual;
the Constitution and Bill of Rights; thrift and economy; the dignity of labor;
and others. 17
The American history mandate, along with a similar one for Texas and
United States government courses, form key elements of a core curriculum
required of all state-supported colleges and universities by the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board. The core curriculum at Lamar University,
styled "Ways of Knowing." focuses on the humanities and sciences. In addi-
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tion to American history and government, it includes philosophy, English
composition and literature, communication, and mathematics, as well as laboratory and social sciences. Statewide, the quantitative impact of the history
mandate is significant. During the Fall of 2000, when total enrollment at
Texa.<.; campuses approximated 970,000, at least 100,000 students registered
for American history classes. This included more than 1,000 students at
Lamar University. 18
The Texas mandate for American history may be unique in the United
States, but the program demonstrates a commitment admired by Lynne V.
Cheney and other conservative leaders. Cheney, wife of the Republican vice
president and former chairwoman of the National Endowment for thc
Humanities, called recently for nation-wide reform of education, from kindergarten to college. to place more emphasis on American history. Speaking in
Dallas on October 5, 2001, Cheney pointed to a survey of college seniors at
fifty-five elite American universities that found only a third who could identify George Washington as the American general at the Battle of Yorktown.
Not one of those fifty-five universities require~ a course in American history,
Cheney said. It is essential to study the history of the United States, she
argued, "to know the ideas and ideals on which our nation was built. "19
Some historians may believe Cheney's view is ill founded, that the basics
of American history are covered thoroughly at the high school level and that
survey courses in college level are unnecessary. Others, especially specialists
in such non-American fields as Asian, African, European, or Islamic studles,
may beheve that Cheney's opinion is provincial, that the American story is too
narrow and not fully relevant to the needs of the "globalized" citizens of the
twenty-first century. But other historians, including Lamar's Storey and
Wooster, do believe in the primary value of American history. While not
endorsing Cheney's broader conservative philosophy, they would argue that
college students are indeed informed and inspired by the history of their nation,
that they benefit greatly from learning the traditional American stories: positive stories about representative government; freedom of religion: immigration; free enterprise: and the rule of law, as well as darker stories about the conquest of native Americans, the enslavement of African peoples, and the stubborn resistance to full civil rights for blacks, women, and other minorities. 20
Additionally. Storey, Wooster, and others believe that students learning
American history learn about history itself, a discipline that is noble and
grand. but like life itself complicated with maddening contradictions.
Moreover, in the American story. students learn that historical truth is subjective and ever-changing, always being revised to reflect new facts and interpretations or amended to reflect the racial, religious, and gender attitudes of
historians and their audiences. American history, perhaps more than any other,
is subjected to such revision and amendment. Wooster points out, for example, that the historical explanation for Southern secession, an event of great
national cons.equence. has been revised and amended many times by scholars
of high repute. lI
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The continuous fine-tuning of American history i~ demonstrated every
day in advertisements for the latest college textbooks. Houghton Mifflin, one
of the nation's leading publishers, now recommends its newest version of
Mary Beth Norton, et ai, A People and A Nation (Brief Sixth Edition). This
issue purports to enrich a traditional political, diplomatic, and economic narrative with newer aspects of social history in order to tell "the whole story" of
American history. Touting this edition for its generous treatment of "everyday
people, cultural diversity, work and popular culture," the publisher points to
its various enhancements, such as "new coverage of slavery in the colonial
period," "new attention to the role of religion in American social and political
history," "stronger emphasis on women," and "enhanced discussion of the
U.S. in the world.~' These enhancements, Houghton Mifflin would surely
argue, and Lamar's faculty members would surely agree, make the traditional history of America even more important and relevant. 22
NOTES

'Herodotus (Translated by George Rawlinson), The History of Herodotus (London, 1949),
pp. ix-xxvi, 1.
lEvcn approximate numbers of college and university historians nationwide are not known;
however. websites and other sources for professional associations indicate membership numbers
as follows: American Historical Association, 15,000; Organization of American Historians.
ll,OOO; Southern Historical Association, 3,200; Texas State Historical Association. 3,000; and
East Texas Historical Association, 575.

'Lamar University 2000-2002 Cawlog. Volume 46. Number I. pp. 128-130, As of the Fall
2003. the personnel of Lamar history faculty rctlected a number of changes including the addition of Dr. Rebecca Boone (Ph.D., Rutgers) and Dr. Mary Kelley (Ph.D., Texas Christian
University), the retirement of Jo Ann Stile~, and the medical leave of Dr. Walter Sultun. The prinCiples, purposes, ideals. and standards of history are discussed in W. Stull Holt. The Historical
Profession in the United States (New York. 1963), No. 52, Service Center for Teachers of History;
Samuel Eliot Morrison, History as a Literary Art (Indianapolis, n.d.), Reprint Series in Hist()ry.
H-349; Dexter Perkins and John L. Snell, The Education of Historians in the United States (New
York, 1962), pp. 1-14; Barbara Tuchman. Practicing History (New York. 1981), pp, 14-64.
lThe scope of history is discussed by Dexter Perkins, We Shall Gladly Teach (Indianapolis,
n.d.), Reprint Series in History, No. H-31l.
'The dual responsibilities of writing and teaching are covered by Holt, The Historical
Profession in the United States; Jo Ann Stiles. curriculum vitae. 2001; and Ralph A. Wooster, curriculum ~'itae, 2001.
"Tuchman, Practicing lJi~·tory, pp. 14-2]; Holt, The Historical Profession in the United
Stales; John W. Storey, curriculum vitae, 2001.
'Storey, curriculum vitae, 200 I.

8J. Lee Thompson. curriculum vitae, 200]. Biography as a "prism of history" is discussed
by Tuchman, Practicing History, pp. 80-R].
IJOM M. Carroll, curriculum vitae. 2001.
IOCarrOn, curriculum vitae, 2001. Walter A. Sutton, curriculum vill1e, 2001.

"Stiles, curriculum vitae, 2001.
11Howeli H. Gwin, Jr., curriculum vitae, 2001.
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LlAdrian Anden.on. curriculum vitae, 2001. In Texas: The Lone Star State (Upper Saddle
River, New Jersey, 1997), 7th edition, Anderson discusses the campaign to desegregate Lamar
State College of Technology. Beaumont, Texas, but does not identify the plaintiffs Anthony
Cormier and Vers.ie Jackson.
"Wooster, curriculum viral', 2001.
I~Woosler,

curriculum vitae, 2001.

"Holt, The Historical Profession in the United States; Perkins, We Silall Gladly leach; Dr.
John Gray's words and portrait are displayed in the lobby of the John and Mary Gray Library at
Lamar University.
"Lamar University 2001 Class Schedule, pp. 63-64; Senate Bill 254 is reported in Houston
Chronicle, June 2. 1955. Bill file. including mark-up version and recorded votes. are on file in the
Texas State Archi ves, Austin. Texas.
'"Lamar University 2(J()()-2002 General Catalog, pp. 14-16. Statewide enrollment at statcsupported colleges and universitie!> is recorded in Fall Headcounr Enrollment published on website of Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, April 2001. The author has made a conservative estimate of the number of students taking American history statewide by applying a percentage derived from known fLgures at Lamar University.

'9Ginger L()gan. Sal es Repre'ientatiVC, A. B. Longmanl Addi soo-Wes]e y Educational
Publishers. November 27. 2001, reports that Texas is the only state that requires students to take
American hjstory, but the author has not been ahle to confinn this information. Remarks of Lynne
V. Cheney were reponed in Beaumont Enterpri.te, October 6, 2001.
1OJohn Storey interview, October 22, 2ool.
llRalph A. Wooster, The Secession of the Lower South: An E.xamination of Changillf?
Interpretations (Indianapolis, n.d.), Reprint Series in History, H-343.
USee "Brochure copyright © 2002 by Houghton Mifflin Company."
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EAST TEXAS NEWS AND EVENTS

By Mark Barringer
The historic town of San Augustine played host to the Association's Spring
meeting in February 2004, during which cooperative weather and a large, enthusiastic contingent of attendees contributed to a successful event Willie Earl
Tindall, John and Betty Oglesbee, and the other local organizers rallied support
from nearly everyone in town, while R.G. Dean, Robert Robertson, and Jim
Maroney constructed a wonderful program. Highlights included Willie Earl and
her choir, a fascinating session on the Big Thicket, and of course the Friday
evening barbecue and entertainment by the Gillette Brothers.
The Lucille Terry Award was presented to Mr. and Mrs. Andy Bergfeld
of Dewberry Plantation in Bullard, Texas, during the Saturday luncheon at the
ETHA meeting in San Augustine. This award, presented each spring by the
East Texas Historical Association and the Texas Forestry Museum, recognizes
outstanding examples of historic preservation in East Texas. The Ralph W.
Steen Award for individuals contributing to the study, teaching, and promotion of East Texas history was presented to 10 Ann Stiles of Beaumont, who
retired recently from teaching history at Lamar University.
The Fall meeting of the East Texas Historical Association will be held on
September 23, 24, and 25 at the Fredonia Inn in Nacogdoches. Vice President
Cary Wintz chairs the program committee, assisted by Sylvia McGrath,
Beverly Rowe, and Jim Smallwood. Last year the program became so difficult
to assemble that we had to schedule a special Thursday afternoon plenary session on East Texas politics. Whether or not such early sessions will become
standard fare is still uncertain, but applications for program spots are increasing each year. Either way, plan on arriving in Nacogdoches carlyon Thursday
to participate in the Sllent Auction and see the sights. The Adolphus Sterne
House, the Old University Building, Minard's Crossing, and other treats await
out-of-towners, and even members who have been attending Fall meetings for
years have somehow managed to miss some of these treasures. Don't let another year go by without fully experiencing the Oldest Town in Texas.
The Georgiana and Max Laie Lecturer for 2004 will be the Honorable
Charlie Wilson, former state senator and congressman from Lufkin. The lecture
will take place on Thursday, September 23, at 7:30 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom
of the University Center on the campus of Stephen F. Austin State University.
The former state senator and congressman from Lufkin has received
much attention from the national media in recent months following the publication of a best-selling book by former "60 Minutes" producer George Crile
tided Charlie Wilson's War. Congressman Wilson is one of the most colorful,
and most influential, poll tical figures to emerge from East Texas during the
past several decades, and his lecture promises to be entertaining. This year
marks the eighth for the Lale Lecture, and Congressman Wilson becomes the
latest in an increasingly distinguished group of speakers.
Beautiful and historic Galveston will be the site for the Association's
next Spring meeting, on February 18 and 19, 2005, at the Tremont House.
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Don Willett is chair of a program committee comprised of members Jim
Maroney, Bryan Simmons, and Patrick Cox. To submit a proposal, contact
Don or one of the committee members through the ETHA web site at
http://www.easttcxashistatical.org.
ETHA board member Jonathan Gerland, director of The History Center
in Diboll, is the latest author to contribute to the Ann and Lee Lawrence Series
of books sponsored by the Association. Jonathan's work, tentatively titled
Steam in the Pines: A History of The Texas State Railroad, is a fine addition
to the series, which also includes John and Betty Oglesbee's San Augustine:
A Texas Treasure, Gail K Beil and Tom Watson McKinney's The Texas and
Pacific Depot in Marshall, Theresa Kurk McGinley's Old Town Spring, and
Fred Tarpley's Jefferson: East Texas Metropolis. Bob Glover's Camp Ford is
out of print. A future Lawrence Series publication, focusing on the historic EI
Camino Real and the communities along this famed road, will be edited by
John and Betty Oglesbee.
The History Center in Diboll houses a collection of rare books, artifacts,
and archival materials focusing on the history of forestry, forest products,
and East Texas forest communities. Director Jonathan Gerland and his staff
offer a myriad of services, from hosting school field trips to assisting professional rescarchers from around the country. Housed in a beautiful, new,
state-of-the-art building, The History Center is located on Hwy. 59 in Diboll.
For more information contact Jonathan at (936) 829-3543 or via email at
j gerl and @txucom.net.
As has become our tradition, ETHA members participated on a panel
titled "East Texans Write the West" at April's meeting of the West Texas
Historical Ass.ociation. Participant, at our session included Allen Hatley of
LaGrange talking about "A New Look at the Frontier Battalion: Judging
Texas State Troops as Lawmen;" Mark Beasley of Hardin-Simmons
University presenting his take on "The Warren Wagon Train Massacre;" and
Mel Johnson of Nacogdoches, who offered an analysis of "The Antebellum
Mormon Cowboys of the Texas Hill Country."
Through November, 2004, the Texas Forestry Museum in Lufkin is hosting two exhibits celebrating the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark expedition. "Plants of the Lewis and Clark Expedition" and "On the Map: Evolution
of Mapping Technology:' both furnish new insights into the journey undertaken by the members of the Corps of Discovery, the hardship~ they faced.
and the knowledge that they gained. Permanent exhibits at the museum
include the Forest History Wing, the Resource and Management Wing, and
outdoor attractions, including a logging locomotive and a sawmill town depot.
For more information, contact the Texas Forestry Museum at (936) 632-9535
or via email atinfo@treetexas.com.
The ETHA web site has a new address as of this year. If you have not
already, please change your computer bookmarks to http://www.easttexashistorical.org. Our new address provides better web identity as well as the ability to expand our electronic capabilities into online registration and membership in the near future. In addition, the site is constantly undergoing updating
and revision, so check in frequently and let us know what you think.
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BOOK NOTES

By Archie P. McDonald
We continue to receive more books for review than can be accommodated in our regular review section, so we also continue this method of acknowledging the contributions of these interesting publications:

Christmas At The Ranch, by Elmer Kelton, with foreword by Walt
McDonald and illustrations by H.C. Zachary (McWhiney Foundation Press,
McMurry Station, Box 637, Abilene, TX 799697-0637, $14.95) contains three
essays that describe Kelton's childhood Christmases with his parents and siblings at the McElroy Ranch where his father worked as foreman, and the
Hackamore N, operated by his grandfather; Kelton's "Best" Christmas, in
1944, hetween basic training at Fort Bliss and shipping out for service in the
European Theatre; and a return to Kelton's wife's native Austria in 1981 for a
memorable last Christmas with her family. You may be reading this in
September, but Kelton's clear, Western-laced writing will be a nice Christmas
present for you. Reading these memoirs, one easily can see why the Western
Writers of America named Kelton their best writer, ever.
One might assume from the title that Truman:S' Dilemma: Invasion or
The Bomb, by Paul D, Walker (Pelican Publishing Company, 1000 Bunnaster
St.. Gretna, LA 70053), would involve the president's anguish, or at least his
reasoning, for authorizing the first-and so far only-use of nuclear weapons
in war. Actua])y, Truman's role in this story is minimal; mainly, Walker presents and defends the thesis that use of the bomb, once available, was the only
real option available to President Truman. The majority of the text gives a history of Japanese culture, Japan's war making in the Pacific, its defense to the
death of fwo Jima and Okinawa, an explanation of the invasion plans known
as Olympic (Kyushu) and Coronet (Honshu), and the development of the B29 Flying fortress-the aircraft that delivered atomic bombs to Hiroshima and
Nagasaki-and a short narrative on the Japanese response to the bombs. Of
greatest interest to me is Walker's explanation of "Ketsu-Go," or the policy of
organizing civilians, even children, for a desperate defense of the home
islands. I have met one of those children, Daiji Gotoh, now a successful businessman headquartered in Miyazaki, who told me the same story. I regret the
bomb and I regret war itself, but given the way things were, President Truman
did the best he could for all concerned. Mr. Gotoh agrees.
Willie Earl Tindall told me about Blood. Money & Power: How L.B.J.
Killed J.F.K., by Barr McClellan (Hanover House, 163 Amsterdam Ave., New
York, NY 10023 $24.95) when we visited San Augustine to prepare the Spring
meeting there. The book interested me immediately because I knew
Ambassador Edward Clark from our days of service on the board of the Texas
State Historical Association, and McClellan's thesis, said Willie Earl, was that
Mr. Ed outright arranged Kennedy's death by assassination so Johnson could
become president. I thought I knew Mr. Ed pretty well, that he was as close to
Johnson as an any human being could be, probably had arranged the electoral
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victory in 1948 involving the infamous Box l3-but never had I suspected
what McClellan charged. And I still do not believe it. McCleHan offers circumstantial evidence and implies a great deal more. For example, the assa.."isination was caused by fears that Kennedy would drop Johnson from the
Democratic ticket in 1964 because of his involvement with Billie Sol Estes
and Bobby Baker, and both were embroiled in scandals. That would mean that
Texas' interests, especially Big Oil interests, would lose their champion in
Washington. So Clark recruited Mac Wallace, who recruited Lee Harvey
Oswald, and was with Oswald on the Sixth Floor but left him to face the law
alone, assuming he would die in a shootout with police. Enough. The controversy over the killing of Kennedy will never die, of course, but I remain
unconvinced that Mr. Ed hired anyone to do this.
Writing j FK: Presidential Rhetoric and The Press in the Bay of Pigs
Crisis, by Thomas W. Benson (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU,
College Station, TX 77843-4354), is additional evidence that the administration of President John F. Kennedy is still of interest to the scholarly community as well as conspiracy buffs. This is a scholarly examination of President
Kennedy's press relations during a crisis judged his greatest failure of leadership. Theodore Sorensen, Kennedy's confidant, advisor, and speechwriter, is
also a principal in this slender monograph. Benson evaluates Sorenson's role
as having written what Kennedy would have written had he the time to do so.
That bespeaks the greatest meeting of the minds of presidents and their advisors since Woodrow Wilson and Colonel Edward M. House.
The Defense of Vicksburg: A Louisiana Chronicle, by Allan C. Richard,
Jr. and Mary Margaret Higginbotham Richard, with foreword by Terrence C.
Winschel (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX
77843-4354), consists of a collection of letters, diaries, and reminiscences of
Louisiana soldiers involved in the derense of Vicksburg, the principal obstacle that kept "the father of waters" from "flowing unvexed to the sea." In
1863, Union forces had no greater goal that to capture this Confederate
stronghold, and Rebels no more important place to defend in the Western
Theatre of the Civil War. Various preliminary sections discuss military activities and policy and sources of the writings, but the preponderance of the
pages are devoted to the primary sources themselves. Notes and illustrations
make valuable contributions to the etTort.
The Papers of Jefferson Dav;s. Volume JJ, September J864 May 1865,
Lynda Lasswell Crist, editor, Barbara J. Rozek, assistant editor, and Kenneth
H. Williams, associate editor (Louisiana State University Press. Baton Rouge,
LA, 70803, $85), repre1)ented the longest running series ever reviewed by
ETHl. This project began late in the 1950s following one conversation
between Bell Wiley and Frank Vandiver, top-level Civil War--especially
Southern side-scholars, about the need for a comprehensive presentation of
the papers of the Confederacy's only president. And another conversation
between Vandiver and Cooper Ragan, prominent Houston attorney and enthusiast of Civil War studies--especial1y the Southern side. Result: the founding
a
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of The Jefferson Davis Association, which began funding editorial work; the
appointment of Vandiver to head the project; and affiliation with Rice
University. Haskell Monroe edited the first volume, which appeared over
three decades ago; James 1. Macintosh took over editing the volumes, and
then Linda Crist assumed the post. Comes now Volume 11, with an introduction by Richard J. Sommers which tells the reader of Davis' activities during
the nine months covered by the volume. Complete texts of documents of sufficient significance and a good deal of calendaring of others preserves the goal
of comprehensive coverage of the extant papers of Jefferson Davis
A Republican friend in Georgia recently gifted me a book about "the
other party." Let us consider A National Party No More: The Conscience OJ
A Conservative Democrat, by Zell Miller (Stroud & Hall Publishing, 225
Central Avenue. Suite 1608, Atlanta, GA 30303). Mr. Miller, fonner governor
and holder of various offices in Georgia politics, including the US Senate by
appointment, apparently thinks his party has no conscience so he is offering
them his. Miller's conscience developed in the mountains of North Georgia,
where he grew up and still lives, in the Marine Corps, and in the battles of life
and politics in an earlier age. He remembers "Mr. Roosevelt"-that method of
reference always identifies one of my contemporaries-and Harry Truman as
just about the last real Democrats before its leaders sold the party to "The
Groups," Miller's euphony for special interests, especially blacks, women,
and welfare recipients. The NRA, on the other hand, is presented as a good,
honored American institution. Mr. Miller assures the reader that he is a
Democrat by birth (much of what he writes is autobiographical), then tens us
for 200 pages that the Democratic Party into which he was born is no more.
That is so. It has evolved. Now, admittedly, the party does pander to those
interests because they still vote for its candidates. The same is true of other
parties and their "Groups." I agree with much of the way Miller has described
the Democratic Party; I do not agree that its salvation depends on adopting the
principles of the Republican Party. There appears to be as much extremism in
one party as the other. Where is the middle?
Finally, we received a copy of The Scofield Letters, by G. Griffin Brown
(Darbie Publishing, 323 South Monroe St., Canton, MS 39046). The ninetyseven-page volume contains eight letters written by James and Henrietta
Scofield after their relocation from Virginia to Texas in 1837. Schofield was
a surveyor. The first of the eight letters was written in San Augustine. A brief
introduction precedes a transcript of each letter, followed by a photograph of
the original. This is followed by a thirty-page section containing family photographs. The letters provide insight into the trials of pioneering during the
Republic of Texas.
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Coronado Expedition: From the Distance of460 Years, Richard Flint and
Shirley Cushing Flint, editors (University of New Mexico Press, 1720
Lomas Blvd NE, MSC 01 1200, Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001) 2003.
Contents. Tables. Figures. Maps. Contributors. Index. P. 338. $39.95.
Hardcover.
From February 1540 to August 1542, Francisco Vazquez de Coronado led
an expedition of reconnaissance and expansion across the Greater Southwest
of North America. The anned force of some 2,000 members and their thousands of livestock trekked at great expense across the plains. Their intent was
to take political control of the sophisticated populations rumored to be living
in what the expeditions' members thought of as the periphery of India.
The papers collected in this book bring multidisciplinary expertise to the
study of this expedition. The travels of Coronado have been studied for over
460 years, and they have left a rich documentary record that offers copious
research opportunities from a variety of viewpoints:
Contributors for this book are from a range of disciplines, including history, archeology, Latin American studies, anthropology, astronomy, and geology. Each contributor addresses an aspect of the Coronado expedition from
his or her field.
Topics covered examine the analyses of Spanish material culture in the
New World, induding historical documentation of finances, provisioning, and
muster rolls; Spanish exploration in the Borderlands; Native American contact with Spanish explorers; and determining the routes of the expedition.

The efforts of this team of writers have produced an insightful view of
the Coronado expedition. This book is a shining example of how scholars
from different disciplines, working together, can add to the knowledge of such
a long smdied topic.
Jeffery T. Ray
Center, Texas

Interpreters with Lewis and Clark: The Story of Sacagawea and Toussaint
Charbonneau, W. Dale Nelson (University of North Texas Press, P.O.
Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336) 2003. Contents. lIlus. Epilogue.
Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 174. $24.95. Hardcover.
The story of Sacagawea and her service as guide and interpreter for
Meriwether Lewis and V/illiam Clark is one of the first learned and most remembered historical stories of early American history. However, seldom is enough
detail provided to give a clear description of the true events. Most people know
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about Sacagawea, but only those people most familiar with the explorations conducted by Lewis and Clark know the name of Toussaint Charbonneau.
Charbonneau played an equally important part in the success of the Lewis and
Clark trek across northwestern America, and Nelson offers a realistic evaluation
of the contributions of Charbonneau and Sacagawea. Charbonneau was
Sacagawea's husband and the father of her child. He was an illiterate fur trader
who, because he lived with the Indians of the territory, spoke the language of the
Indians Lewis and Clark expected to encounter on their journey.

This book offers an informative and vivid description of the expedition
and the conditions experienced by the Corps of Discovery, Drawn from the
journals of Lewis and Clark and several other members of the expedition,
along with many other sources, the book provides an excellent description of
the day-to-day problems that had to be overcome, It also gives a fair view of
the personalities of the principal people involved. The book puts the contributions of Sacagawca in proper perspective.

I recommend this book to anyone interested in the actual roles played by
Sacagawea and Charbonneau in the expedition~ and also to anyone interested
in the conditions and problems the explorers faced during their trek to the
Pacific Ocean, The book is obviously well researched, and offers a readable
account of a significant historical event.
Jack Norman
Nacogdoches, Texas

The Buffalo Soldier Tragedy of ]877~ Paul H. Carlson (Texas A&M
University Press, 4354 TAMU~ College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2003.
Contents. Maps. Illus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 177. $24.95. Hardcover.
The Buffalo Soldiers: A Narrative of the Black Cavalf}' in the West, Revised
Edition, William A. Leckie with Shirley A. Leckie (University of
Oklahoma Press, 4100 28 th Ave. NW, Norman, OK 73069-8218) 2003.
Contents. Illus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 319. $29.95. Hardcover.
The historiography of the "Buffalo Soldiers"-African American
Regulars serving in the 9 th and 10th U.S. Cavalry and 24th and 25 th U.S.
Infantry on the post-Civil War frontier-has grown considerably in the past
decade. Authors such as William A. Dobak, Thomas Phillips, and Frank
Schubert have broadened and deepened readers' understanding of these troops
and the conditions under which they served. The two works under review benefit from this recent scholarship as well as from their own original research.

Tn July 1877, a troop of Buffalo Soldiers, accompanied by twenty-two
bison hunters, pursued raiding Comanches across the High Plains of West
Texas on a routine scout that resulted in eighty-six hours without water, a
breakdown of command~ the deaths of fOUf troopers~ and the courts-martial of
four more. Paul Carlson has examined this ill-fated march thoroughly in his
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aptly titled The Buffalo Soldier Traxedy of 1877. Drawing on a wide range of
primary documents and the best recent scholarship to emphasize the experiences of the individual troopers, he painstakingly re-creates this "Lost Troop
Expedition" from the perspectives of the soldiers, the hunters, and the Native
Americans they pursued unsuccessfully.
Such a complex narrative approach almost inevitably leads to repetition of
information, but the benefil'\ far outweigh this minor flaw, which is most prominent in three "background" chapters setting the stage for the expedition. Once
engaged in relating the events of the harrowing scout, Carlson tells a compelling,
if not always heroic, story. Combining a deep understanding of the physical environment with survivors' nightmarish memories of their suffering5., the author virtually places readers alongside the troopers on those hot, dry plains. The overall
result is the most complete and detailed account of the Lost Troop Expedition yet
written, one that will not likely be surpassed for some time.
While Carlson has recreated one tragic event in the history of the Buffalo
Soldiers, William and Shirley Leckie have updated the classic work that first
brought widespread attention to the black cavalrymen. The newly revised edition of The Buffalo Soldiers: A Narrative of the Black Cavalry in the West
augments the original publication (1967), with recent scholarship and interpretations while maintaining the same basic structure, a chronological account
of the 9th and lOth U.S. Cavalry regiments from their inception in 1866
through the Wounded Knee Campaign of 1890-1 891. The authors have
expanded some chapters to include topics such as troopers' family lives and
the social impact of military service on African Americans, and have added an
epilogue tracing race relations following the Indian Wars and outlining the
historiography of the black regulars
The recent revisions have enhanced a fine work, correcting dated interpretations and terminology-the edition in 1967 was subtitled riA Narrative
of the Negro Cavalry in the West"-while maintaining its strengths. Perhaps
the greatest strength of the original, thankfully retained in the latest edition,
was its straightforward narrative. New interpretations that could be introduced
without interrupting the narrative style have been integrated within the chapters, while historiography and more scholarly discussions have been assigned
to appropriate ft)()!notes (a much more convenient format for readers than the
usual endnotes) and the epilogue.
Each of these excellent works incorporates the best recent scholarship on
the Buffalo Soldiers, Carlson in the context of a single event and the Leckies
in a broad narrative of two regiments over a span of nearly twenty-five years.
Readers new to the study of the black regulars would do we1l to start with the
revised edition of The Buffalo Soldiers and its wider perspective; those who
already know the basic story may appreciate The Buffalo Soldier Tragedy of
]877 more. In either case, readers will be rewarded with fine examples of historical research and storytelling,
Roger Tuller
Texas A& M University-Kingsville
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Come to Texas: Enticing Immigrant.\", 1865-1915, Barbara J. Rozek (Texas
A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354)
2003. Contents, Illus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 250. $39.95. Hardcover.
Barbara J. Rozek's Come to Texas: EnticinK Immigrants, 1865-1915,
describes in striking detail the motivations behind the campaigns encouraging
immigration to Texas. She also describes the different methods used to attract
newcomers. Rozek includes illustrations of advertising material used to bring
"immigrants" to Texas. These illustrations enhance a remarkably well-written
and well-researched book.
Inspiration for Come to Texas came from a bumper sticker that reads. '''I
wasn't born in Texas, but I got here as fast as Tcould'" (p. ix). To Rozek, this
bumper sticker is a continuation of the 1865-1915 marketing campaign aimed
at bringing people to Texas after the Civil War. White Texans. uncomfortable
using the labor of the freed blacks, felt that using immigrant labor was an
alternative to black labor. In 1871, the legislature of Texas approved the formation of the Bureau of Immigration to help facilitate migration into the state.
When the Texas Constitution of 1876 forbade the legi~lature from appropriating '''any public money ... for any purpose of bringing immigrants to the
State'" (p. 42), citizens of Texas found other ways to continue the campaign.
The majority of Rozek's book covers the manner in which Texans
resolved to continue this immigration endeavor. Texans thought that written
words were the key to bringing people to Texas. The book chronicles the use
of letters, pamphlets, brochures, newspapers, almanacs, and other business
publications employed in the effort. Rozek also relates the role of railroads
and how Galveston played a part in the process.
Rozek shows enthusiasm and commitment to her research with the extensive
use of primary sources. Her endnotes are not only academic but also enjoyable to
read. The bibliography and index are further aids to any serious researcher.
Deborah Cole
Nacogdoches, Texas

Lorenzo's Revolutionary Quest, Lila and Rick Guzman (Arte Publico Press,
University of Houston, 452 Cullen Perfonnance Hall, Houston, TX
77204-2004) 2003. P. 170. Children's Book. $9.95. Paperback.
Sam Houston is My Hero, Judy Alter (TCD Press, P,O. Box 298300, Fort
Worth, TX 76129) 2003. lllus. Children's Fiction. P. 131. $15.95,
Paperback. "A Chaparral Book for Young Readers."
Remember the Alamo! The Runaway Scrape Diary of Belle Wood, Lisa Waller
Rogers (Texas Tech University Press, P.O. Box 4J037, Lubbock, TX
79409-1037) 2003. IlIus. Children's Book. Fiction. P. 199. $15.95.
Hardcover.
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These three books contain interesting personal encounters with Texas
designed to appeal to young readers.

Lorenzo's Revolutionary Quest traces the adventures of Lorenzo, a spy
for the patriots during the Revolutionary War. The author takes the reader
through a series of chapters involving different characters before linking them
together. As Lorenzo followed orders to bring Texas beef to the Continentals,
he ran into a myriad of obstacles, including buffalo stampedes, Indian spies,
and a British soldier anxious to kill him.
Sam Houston is My Hero follows a young girl on her journey to round
up Texans to join Sam Houston in the fight against Santa Anna. After Cat
Jennings' father died at the Alamo, she desperately wanted to contribute to the
Texian cause. Her efforts included riding from cabin to cabin recruiting whoever she could find who was willing to go. Along her journey, Cat ran into
such obstacles as harassment by two men who planned to take advantage of
her, the Mexican Army. and telling a lady whose house she visited that her son
had died at the Alamo. During her ride to recruit soldiers, Cat ran into the
Texian anny and followed it to the Battle of San Jacinto, where she witnessed
the final Mexican defeat.
Remember the Alamo! The Runaway Scrape Diary ofBelle Wood follows

a young girl's life as recorded through her diary. The author added a touch of
accuracy by including trivial entries about the girl's sister or her day, items a
girl her age would compile. Belle describes her adventures with ghosts, meeting a boy, and running from the Mexican Anny.
All three selections captured the mood of the times and maintain the
reader's attention with interesting side stories along with true historical information. The target audience is young adult readers who enjoy a sWlftjolt back
into the ways of Texas from the American Revolutionary War to the Texas
Revolution.
Lindsey 01 bbins
Nacogdoches, Texas

Charles M. Ru.. .sell: The Llfe and Legend of America ~~ Cowboy Artist. John
Taliaferro (University of Oklahoma Press, 4100 28 th Ave NW, Norman,
OK 73069-8218) 1996. Reprint 2003. Contents. Notes. lIlus. Epilogue.
p. 318. $19.95. Paperback.

John Taliaferro presents a biographical account of Charles Marion
Russell (1864-1926), a cowboy in Montana who came to be known as
America's cowboy artist. Taliaferro also provides a biographical sketch of
Russell's wife, Nancy Cooper Russell (1878-1940), who was the driving force
behind the financial success of Russell's artistic works.
The American West of the post-Civil War era was the destination of
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many an adventurous youth---Charlie Russell was a part of that element. Born
during the war to affluent parents in St. Louis, Missouri, Rus~ell spent much
of his time reading about the West in dime novels that were popular at the
time. He was not a good classroom student, and later in life it was learned that
he suffered from dysgraphia-the inability to construct written material.
However, he was talented with his hands. He could draw and sculpt extremely well. With these talents and the desire to become a cowboy, Russell struck
out, at nearly sixteen years old, for the frontier of Montana.
Russell did become a working cowboy, and through his experiences on
the range developed his artistic abilities into one of the leading examples of
the American West genre. Taliaferro says of the artist, "Charlie perceived his
new duty to be the sentimental documentation of the Old West; he would bottle the past before it vaporized" (p. 69). For his comribution to the "documentation" of the American West, Charles Marion Russell truly can be called
America's cowboy artist.
John Taliaferro is a member of the Texas Institute of Letters and was formerly the senior editor of Texas Monthly and Newsweek. Much of Taliaferro's
research was gleaned from the estate papers of Nancy Cooper Russel1, located at the Amon Carter Museum in Fort Worth, Texas, and from the 1. Frank
Dobie Collection at the University of Texas in Austin.
Stanley A. Jones

Jasper, Texas

Blood of the Prophets: Bri/?ham Young and the Massacre at Mountain
Meadows, Will Bagley (University of Oklahoma Press, 4100 28th Ave
NW, Norman, OK 73069-8218) 2002. Contents. Illus. Maps. Appendix.
Notes. BibBo. Index. P. 493. $39.95. Hardcover.
Will Bagley's Blood ofthe Prophets: Brigham Young and the Massacre at
Mountain Meadows is a matVelous work and a wonder. For years the slaughter
on September 11, 1857, of 120 men, women, and children of the Fancher wagon
train at Mountain Meadows in southern Utah has been a point of contention for
the Mormon Church (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints). It remained
the worst terroristic action of Americans on Americans until Timothy McVeigh
blew up the Federal Building in Oklahoma City 138 years later.

Who should get the blame? The Mormon hierarchy blamed Monnon John
D. Lee as the lone scapegoat villain, acting independently of the church. The
first objective work was The Mountain Meadows Massacre (1950), by faithful
LDS scholar Juanita Brooks, which touched off a firestonn because Brooks
rea.-'.;onably concluded that many LDS priesthood holders in Salt Lake City and
southern Utah were directly involved in the massacre in l857, but, she believed
the "smoking gun" was not present to point directly to Brigham Young.
One critic correctly notes that "William Bagley's Blood of the Prophets:
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Brigham Young and the Massacre at Mountain Meadows is not for the fainthearted, or those who want a popular 'read' , of this sensational and lurid event
of the American West. Rather, it calls mightily to the professional historian
and the serious layperson. Its words strike to the heart, and appeal to the gut,
of human experience. The author's authentic voice as a great storyteller
emerges swiftly in the prologue, 'The Mountain Meadow: and continues to
inform the book to its end."
The reader can be confident how Bagley wields his craft. He wades
through more than a century of infonnation and misinformation (deliberate
and inadvertant) with a journalist's and historian's painstaking professionalism. His writing style is fresh and his narrative structure never boring; he
proves that good history is good literature.
There is one flaw that readers will discover in this wonderful history,
which has been nominated for at least three national book awards. Bagley glosses over the real "Texa<.; Connection" of perpetr.d.tors and victims at the Meadows
and its place in the larger events of the Utah War of 1857. Almost 1,000 Texans
wagon-trained to Utah Territory from 1848 to 1856 after conversion by LDS
missionaries. Former Texan Seth Blair-good friend and confidant of both
Brigham Young and Sam Houston-acted the role of "honest broker" in resolving the Utah War, which had created the social environment leading to the
tragedy. The Hawley brothers of Pine Valley, Utah. formerly millers and ranchers in the Texas Hill Country, demonstrate the conflict within Mannon society
itself: one participated in the killing; one attempted to stop it and then criticized
the criminals after the fact at true peril to his life; and a third had to be bound to
a wagon wheel to prevent him from committing suicide for what he had done to
women and children. There is much more to tell about this connection.

A disclaimer before I conclude: Thave known Will Bagley for more than
forty years~ we grew up together in San Diego County, California. I read one
of the later editions of his draft work and pointed out an important contemporary source of the massacre that I found in my own research. Bagley
believes that his documented research would have had Brigham Young indicted, prosecuted, convicted, and executed for his role in the massacre. I certainly believe that a trial would have been the result of Bagley's work if it had
been presented to the courts. I believe that Bagley's research and his conclusions are fair and balanced.
Bagley has set the bar for works involving Americans and terrorism,
frontier-style, and its influence on the modern equivalent. His mastery in
probing why good men do evil works based on faith makes the reader take
ethical inventory of the interaction of intent, motivation, and action. If you
truly desire to know about the massacre of Americans by fellow Americans at
the meadows, read this book.
Melvin C. Johnson
Angelina College
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No Saloon in the Valley: The Southern Strategy of Texas Prohibitionists in the
1880s, James D. Ivy (Baylor University Press, P.O. Box 97363, Waco, TX
76798) 2003. Contents. Illus. Notes. Index. P. 150. $24.95. Hardcover.
The tale of prohibition in Texas history can be traced through Alwyn
Barr's Reconstruction to Reform, Lewis Gould's Profiressives and
Prohibitionists, and Norman Brown's Hood, Bonnet and Little Brown Jug.
Now, James D. Ivy adds an important new chapter to the efforts of the Texas
"drys" with his study on the failed attempt to introduce anti-saloon legislation
in the late-nineteenth century.
Woman's Christian Temperance Union president Francis Willard hoped
to start chapters throughout the South. Ivy begins his book with the littleknown story of her organizational efforts in the state in early 1882. Her
month-long tour of Texas proved more successful than she hoped. The sixteen
local unions she organized soon became sixty, then 100. Yet with all her success, a statewide referendum on prohibition failed in 1887.
Ivy examines. the campaign prohibitionists launched in the 1880s. During
the campaign, Waco emerged as the "center of the contest" (p. 41), and his
focus is largely on the role the area's Baptists and Methodists played. His
detailed survey of local newspapers and denominational literature demonstrates that the activities of Protestant ministers, women activists, and northern reformers not only threatened Democratic hegemony over the state, but
also challenged the honor of Southern male chivalry. Thus, in 1887, most
Texans voted against prohibition at the polls.
Why, then, did Texas provide the leadership for the national prohibition
movement just twenty-five years later? By 1919, the efforts of the Ku Klux
Klan, Fundamentalism, and President Woodrow Wilson's Democratic
Progressivism lent honor and masculinity to the anti-liquor movement by portraying it as a protector of women's virtue. Ivy explains, "...evangelical
churches had progressed from a minority of cultural dissenters into the mainstream of southern culture" (p. 107).
Gene Preuss
Houston, Texas

The Lives and Times of Bonnie & Clyde, E.R. Milner (Southern Illinois
University Press, P.O. Box 3697, Carbondale, IL 62902-3697) 1996.
Reprint 2003. Contents. Epilogue. B&W Photos. Notes. Index_ P188.
$19.95. Paperback.
E.R. Milner, in his first published literary work, The Lives and Times of
Bonnie & Clyde, provides a riveting account of Bonnie Parker's and Clyde
Barrow's criminal activities from 1932-1934. Milner skillfully weaves together eyewitness accounts, police and court records, and correspondence
between members of the Barrow gang and their families to construct a unique
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chronicle of the exploits of the famous Texas outlaws.
Though the book reads like a novel, the story is more fascinating because
it is based on reality. A brief summary of Bonnie's and Clyde's backgrounds
sets the stage, after which Milner launches into their criminal activities, interspersing the action with background on members of the Barrow gang.
Milner also describes many victims of the Barrow gang as well as
numerous officials in law enforcement who attempted to end the gang's crime
spree. Included are Ruth Warren, the original owner of the "death car," and
Frank Hamer who led the posse that chased Bonnie and Clyde through Texas,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri, culminating in an ambush. The
story concludes with a graphic description of the ambush and its aftennath.
Milner, an adjunct professor of history at the University of North Texas
has written a comprehensive and compelling story of two of the most notorious and exciting criminals in recent Texas history.
Jennifer S. Bennett
Nacogdoches, Texas

I Would Rather Sleep in Texas: A History of the Lower Rio Grande Valley and
the People of the Santa Anita Land Grant, Mary Margaret McAllen
Amberson, James A. McAllen and Margaret H. McAllen (Texas State
Historical Association, 1 University Station D0901, Austin, TX 787120332) 2003. Contents. Appendices. Notes. Biblio. Index. IIlus. P. 655.
$39.95. Hardcover.
This is a substantial book. Margaret Huffaker McAllen began it as a history of the McAlIens and their properties on both sides of what is now the
Lower Valley of the Rio Grande, and at her death it was taken over by her son
and granddaughter. Along the way the project grew into a life-and-times book.
As befits an ambitious project, the text is leavened with numerous photographs, drawings, and maps, excerpts from the family business ledgers, and a
glossary of Spanish terms.
The S(ory begins in 1801, when Jose Manuel Gomez received title to the
Santa Anita land grant located approximately fifty miles north of Reynosa in
what is now northern Hidalgo County_ A part of the grant was inherited by
Maria Salome Balli de la Garza, who was born in Matamoros in 1828, and
who married two immigrants, John Young and, after Young's death in 1859,
his employee John McAllIen.
After a narrative of the early days of Spanish exploration-the authors
intended this to be a general history of the lower Rio Grande Valley to the
1930s-the central part of the story takes place at Matamoros and
Brownsville. This area was transformed into a prodigious economic engine by
the Mexican-American War. The Young-McAllen family members moved
back and forth across the border, according to the dictates of trade, and pros-
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percd amid a bewildering series of international and regional wars, raids by
Indians and rustlers, and the local political wars of the 1880s-1890s.
After the Mexican-American War, John McAllen shifted his activities upriver to Hidalgo, and the land boom and railroad... seemed to promise a new era of
prosperity at the tum of the century, but a wave of Mexican revolut ions beginning
in 1910 brought more violence, and an attack on the McAllen's San Juanito Ranch.
The coverage of Mexican developments has a couple of flaws, but this
should not detract from a measured judgement that the book is a major event
in the historiography of South Texas. With its breadth and its readability-picturesque detail abounds-this work will take its place as an essential text for
the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
Stanley C. Green
Texas A&M International University

December 8, 1941: MacArthur's PearL Harbor, William H. Bartsch (Texas
A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354)
2003. Contents. lIlus. Appendices. Notes. Sources. Index. P. 557. $40.
Hardcover.

The near annihilation of American airpower in the Philippines by the
Japanese in the first hours of the Pacific War ranks among the greatest debacles in U.S. military history. Deprived of that air force, the American and
Filipino troops under Douglas MacArthur were doomed. In December 8,
1941: MacArthur:'i Pearl Harbor, William H. Bartsch provides a comprehensive and compelling examination of the attack and the relevant events and
policies in the two years that preceded it. Indeed, the book's rather limiting
title fails to do justice to its broad scope.
Good history begins with thorough research, and serious readers will
appreciate that done by Bartsch, who, in additlon to utilizing the expected
government documents and secondary sources, relies heavily on the accounts
of hundreds of participants, many of whom he interviewed personally. Such
comprehensive research allows the author to blend discussions of high-level
strategy-making with the everyday experiences of individual pilots and
ground crewmen. He also earns high marks for incorporating the Japanese
perspective almost to the extent he does the American, thus making for a more
complete account than most military histories. Finally, Bartsch does not flinch
from assigning blame for the disaster, a good portion of which he maintains
rest'\ squarely with MacArthur.
December 8, 1941 is not without flaws or arguable conclusions. For a
work of military history, its maps are few and unsatisfactory. Furthennore, the
author's bold claim that the disaster at Clark Field exceeded that of Pearl
Harbor in strategic terms will be questioned by many historians who are convinced that MacArthur was doomed with or without his air force. Those crit-
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icisms notwithstanding, Bartsch has made an outstanding contribution to the
literature of the Paclfic War.
Stewart C. Edwards
Lee College

The Quarter Running Horse: America's Oldest Breed. Robert Moonnan
Denhardt (University of Oklahoma Press, 4100 28th Ave NW, Norman,
OK 73069-8218) 1979. Reprint 2003. Contents. Illus. Epilogue. Notes.
Biblio. Index. P. 302. $21.95. Paperback.

The purpose of Denhardt's book is to educate the reader about the history of the Quarter Running Horse in the United States. Denhardt does this well.

The book is organized into four parts: The Colonial Period, 1607-1780; Forks
in the Road, 1780~ 1830; Westering, 1830-1880; and the Barly Modem Period,
1880-1930.
The book follows the history of racing and breeding Quarter Horses. The
first part of the book gives the origins of the first Quarter Horses, how they
were bred, and thelT bloodlines. It also supphes the history behind the racing
of the Quarter Horse. A list of the most famous horses and breeders of the
period are given.
The second part of the book deals mostly with the horses and breeders of
the period. The third part focuses on the western breeders and horses. Famous
western horses are di scussed and the famous western breeders are listed by state.
The fourth part then talks about the evolution of Quarter Horse racing. It then
lists and describes outstanding sires and outstanding breeders, listed by state.
Joseph Pellerin
Nacogdoches, Texas

Texas Myths and Legends: Stories of the Frontier, John C. Ferguson
(McWhiney Foundation Press, Box 637-McMurry Station, Abilene, TX
79697) 2003. Contents. 1Ilus. P. 70, $16.95. Paperback.
Behind the legends told at the theater, in the classroom, and over the
campfire about the men and women who shaped our Texas heritage, there are
true stories, be they of the untamed hardiness of the native, the bravery of the
frontiersman, or of the undying passion of all who made this land what it is
today. John Ferguson introduces the reader to those stories behind the legends.
Ferguson's Texas Myths and Legends is a series of stories about the people
who molded the Texas mythos through their everyday lives. Ferguson devotes
several pages to each of twelve legendary figures from frontier Texas-the
Comanche, the Buffalo Soldier, the Buffalo Hunter, the Saloon Gal, the Rancher,
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the Cowboy, the Outlaw, the Texas Ranger, the Sodbuster, the Frontier Woman,
the Railroader, and the Wildcatter-providing commentary on such great examples of each as Comanche chief Quanah Parker and Texa.~ Ranger Major John P.
Jones. This book also includes original sculptures for each of these tigures from
the Center for Contemporary Arts from Abilene, photographed by Steve Butman
and a short bibliographical list at the end of each chapter.
Ferguson provides an introduction to the legendary men and women who
shaped Texas in a way that is accessible to the lay and professional historian alike.
Matthew B. Skipper
Nacogdoches, Texas

How We Have Changed America Since 1950, Rick Phalen (Pelican Publishing
Company, P. O. Box 3110, Gretna, LA 70054) 2003. Contents. Epilogue.
Index. P. 232. $22.00. Hardcover.
Rick Phalen has transcribed an engaging compilation of forty-five concise interviews that explore the recent history of the United States. This work
includes the recollections of historians, celebrities~ journalists, and also of
ordinary citizens. The contributors of various reminiscences share their observations of recent American society and discuss the various political, social,
cultural, and technological changes that the United States has experienced
over the last five decades. Some of the major historical events discussed
include McCarthyism, the Civil Rights movement, the Vietnam War, and the
terrorist attacks of September II, 2001. Many interviews focus upon issues
such as the breakdown of the American family, educational problems, corporate corruption, drugs, and violent crime. They attempt to explain the origins
of these problems and sometimes speculate where the country is headed as a
society.
The author includes a brief biography of each person interviewed at the
beginning of each section. Some of the passages by the different contributors
skip between different topics and follow no logical pattern; others are well
organized. In general, they are all lively and informative. The author frequently adds bracketed words to the text in order to clarify passages. Phalen's
work is a valuable resource to scholars searching for firsthand accounts of
contemporary American history or for those interested in sitting down and
reading an engaging book.
Jake P. Bickham
Nacogdoches, Texas
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Reflections on the Neches: A Naturalist's Odyssey along the Big Thicket's
Snow River, Geraldine Ellis Watson (University of North Tex.as Press,
P.O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336) 2003. Contents. Maps. 1l1us.
Index. P. 362. $37.95. Hardcover.
Swags of delicate, verdigris moss bedeck the ancient Bald Cypress overhanging my Caddo Lake fish camp. 1 will never view them again without
thinking of Geraldine Watson and her domino theory in which life on earth
succumbs to humankind's pollution, one "insignificant thing" at a time. She
sees Spanish moss as "one of a line of upright dominoes rcpresenti ng all life
forms on earth" (p. 323).
Watson explains that most of the Spanish moss has disappeared from the
lower Neches due to air pollution carried on the prevailing south winds from
the petrochemical complex.es of the Texas Gulf Coast. An epiphyte, Spanish
moss gains its nourishment from the air, and its poisons too, such as hydrogen
sulfide and other toxic emissions. As large Caddo Lake bass should not be
eaten due to mercury accumulation, now I know we may also lose our lovely
mosses. Ah, well! We must have our electricity, not to mention gas and oil for
our Iohnboat outboard and plastic for our ice chests and lures.

Reflections is not a book to skim. It should be absorbed, ideally from a
canoe drifting down current in the Snow River. This book is a captivating blend
of art and history and biological facts from a writer whose heart and soul has
been bound up in the Big Thicket for a long, adventuresome, and sometimes
combative lifetime. It is fair to compare it with Aido Leopold's classic A Sand
County Alnumac, only this, of course, is "A Big Thicket Almanac."
As art. Reflections paints the evanescent landscape of the river and the
Big Thicket, art in which the river "wields the brush." As Leopold noted, this
art exists only in the observer's mind and is erased as it is created. But anyone who has been upon the Neches, or in the baygalls and swamps of the Big
Thicket, possesses this art in mind's eye, never to be forgotLen. This is art, as
the title suggests, that owes its stunning beauty in large measure to reflections,
much like Impressionistic painting.
As history, Watson has drawn upon her exhaustive memory and research
gathered for her newspaper column "Big Thicket Past and Present." Many of
her stories are tragic, often sadly dealing with violence against women.
As a conservationist, I was intrigued by Watson's documentation of the
human dimension in the formation of the Big Thicket Preserve, especially the
contributions made by local residents. She downplays the terrific contributions she herself made to the preserve created by the U.S. Congress.
As to biological fact, Watson was a plant ecologist and park ranger for
the National Park Service. Given this background, you will be riveted by her
talcs of the fabled Ivory-billed woodpecker. Readers will be lured into miniessays documenting much of the biological riches of the Big Thicket, no mean
feat when you know that this area often is referred to as the "Biological
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Crossroads of America,"
One might complain that Watson tells you more than you really want to
know about the ecology of the Big Thicket, so if you already know the subject matter just go on to the next section. However while I call myself an amateur naturalist, I know I can never know all, so I invested time in each biological insight.
j

Beyond art, history and biology, Reflections is an inspirational work.
Early on, writing of a setback in preserving a section of the Thicket, Watson
states that the experience "broke her spirit." One has only to read this work to
know her spirit is unbroken and that she will continue to be a force in conservation. Reflections, like A Sand County Almanac, will assure Watson's int1uencc upon uncounted future generations.
Richard and Joanne Bartlett
Carrollton, Texas

Worse Than Death: The Dallas Nightclub Murders and the Texas Multiple
Murder Law, Gary M. Lavergne (University of North Texas Press, P.O.
Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203) 2003. Contents. lIlus. Notes. Index. P.
270, $26,95. Hardcover.
Awakened by a police dispatcher after midnight on June 29, 1984,
Detective Sergeant Bill Parker was summoned to Ianni's Restaurant and Club, a
posh Dallas nightclub. Entering the building, he was confronted by a grisly
scene. Six people had died from gunshot wounds; another victim was wounded.
Within hours, police captured Moroccan national Abdelkrim Belachheb after
he and a friend crashed a white station wagon in Northwest Dallas. Belachheb still
had blood and specks of bone from the nightclub massacre on his pants leg.
Even though the Dallas slayings occurred in a state that prides itself on
being tough on crime, the death penalty could not be considered by the jury
that heard testimony against Belachheb.
The suspect had killed six people and his guilt was never in question.
although he pleaded temporary insanity, but his crimes were not capital
crimes under Texas' statues in 1984. A year later, as a result of the Dallas murders, the Texas legislature passed House Bill 8-the so-called "multiple murders" statute-to make serial killings and mass murders a capital offense.
Author Gary M. Lavergne, director of admissions research at the
University of Texas in Austin and the author of A Sniper in the Tower, does an
excellent job of exploring the unique aspects of these murders, including capital punishment, the insanity defense, and Belachheb's easy entry into the
United States despite his well-documented history of violence in Europe.
Bclachheb was imprIsoned for hfc and i~ under maximum security at the
Clements Prison Unit in Amarillo. He will [ace a parole hearing in 2004, the
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twentieth anniversary of his crime.
Worse Than Death, Belachhcb's own description of his sentence, reads
like a good mystery novel but constitutes an important contribution to the
debate over crime and immigration in the United States, Lavergne once again
proves he is an excellent writer and superb story-teller.

Bob Bowman
Lufkin, Texas

The

Bootlegger~'

Other Daughter, Mary Cimarolli (Texas A&M University
Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station. TX 77843-4354) 2003. Contents.
IIlus. Index. P. 170. $24.95. Hardcover.

This account by Mary Cimarolli is told from the viewpoint of a young
woman during the Great Depression and Second World War, as she and her
family lived and struggled to survive in rural East Texas. This poignant history, skillfully written in the first person, allows the reader to understand the
daily life of those who lived in rural Texas in the middle of the twentieth century. Cimarolli's depiction is a colorful and well-researched snapshot of a time
when great political and economical change occurred in the world and the
United States. These accounts allow readers to glimpse the lost art of Southern
language, domestic practices, race relations, fanning, educational customs,
and the anxieties of families hoeing out a meager existence in the sparsely
populated rural areas of Texas.
Cimarolli delves into the nuances of political, economic, ethnic, social,
and gender relationships in the traditional community settings of Arbala and
Seymour, Texas. She weaves the rural language used in her youth into a beautiful tapestry of historical interpretations, which are understood easily. Her
narrative history draws from the personal accounts and oral stories passed
down from family and friends of her rural East Texas community. Some historians may find her personal accounts too sentimental or lacking historical
significance; they may also discredit her narrative style. which lends itself
more to storytelling.
This reviewer found the author's interpretations of her family's hi&tory in
East Texas significant and enlightening. Cimarolli has a refreshing style that
celebrates simplistic, straightforward accounts into important interpretive
frameworks for novice or trained historians to appreciatc while reviewing the
importance of rural life in East Texas during the twentieth century,

Jeff R. Tucker
Texas Christian University
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Breaking Free: The Story of a Feminist Baptist Minister, Jann AldredgeClanton (Eakin Press,P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 2002.
Contents. B&W Photos. P. 290. $28.95. Hardcover.
In Breaking Free, Aldredge-Clanton writes of her struggle to break the
"Old Boy's Club" of the Texas Southern Baptist Convention. Inspired by the
open-mindedness of her minister father, Aldredge-Clanton left a successful
teaching career at Dallas Baptist College to pursue her calling in life: joining
the Baptist ministry.
Aldredge-Clanton writes of her bitter struggle not only with the church
itself but also with church members, colleagues at Southwestern Baptist
Seminary in Fort Worth and Baylor Medical Center at Dallas, and even her
understanding but skeptical husband. Ironically, Aldredge-Clanton achieved
her goal in the Methodist church, not in her beloved Southern Baptist faith.

Breaking Free is a heartfelt, pa'isionate account of the author's struggles.
She proves that the Texas Southern Baptist Church still harbors an "old boy's
club" mentality. Therefore, this is a valuable history of feminism in the
Southern Baptist faith. The church has made progress in ministry roles such
as chaplain and lay minister, but is still hesitant in having female pastors. The
author proves that the church is not ready for a woman at the pulpit in its
major churches.
Aldredge-Clanton uses valid sources for her work, from Biblical passages.
contradicting the common belief that women are subservient before God and
man to works of feminist religious authors and historians of all faiths. She presents the feminism issue in the Southern Baptist ehurch realistically. BreakinR
Free is an inspiration to feminist Christians because Aldredge-Clanton proves
that breaking through the glass ceiling of the ministry is possible.
Carrie Pritchett
Northeast Texas Community College

Joe Jamail, Lawyer: My Trials and Jubilations, Joe Jamail with Mickey
Herskowitz (Eakin Press, Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 2003.
Contents. Appendices. B&W Photos. Index. P. 276. $24.95. Hardcover.
Some people llve long enough to know of their legendary status. This
book is a "conversation" with Joe Jamail, the legendary Texas personal injury
lawyer, advocate of the underdog, philanthropist, and bun vivant. That his
career would be sui generis is reflected in his unorthodox entry into The
University of Texas Law School and the legal profession: he entered Law
School without the usual entrance exams and passed the Texas Bar Exam
before graduating from law school. Ironically, he flunked the freshmen course
in Tort law, the field of law in which he would excel.
Jamail highlights his career, bcglnning with his first case, won for a bar-
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maid who cut her finger on a faulty beer bottle. He represented indigent and
affluent claimants, including Pennzoil v. Texaco, winning the then largest
damage award in American civil law ($ 11.5 billion). Jamail's advocacy resulted in recall of dangerous products in several areas. Two chapters and one
appendix are devoted to the Pennzoil case.
Each chapter unfolds lamail's personal and professional evolution: his
character as a person and attorney; his passion for his work; his amazing rapport with juries; his uncanny grasp of human nature; his courage; his humor;
his devotion and loyalty to family and friends; and his unyielding belief in thc
nobility of his profession.

Brief sketches by family and friends highlight Jamail's life and work.
These diverse sketches include his three sons~ fellow attorneys, former clients,
Kirk Douglas~ and Coach Darrell Royal, and reveal the strengths and weaknesses molding his phenomenal success. One friend observes that only the
IRS knows the scope of lamail's charitable contributions..
This is a readable and entertaining portrait of one of Texas' preeminent
civil lawyers who could play several roles in John Grisham novels.
James G. Dickson
N acogdoches~ Texas

The Wings afChange: The ArmyAir Force Experience in Texas During World
War ll, Thomas E. Alexander (McWhiney Foundation Press~ McMurry
University~ P.O. Box 637 McMurry Station, Abilene, TX 79697) 2003.
Contents. Biblio. Appendix. Index. Maps. B&W Photos. P. 299. $29.95.
Hardcover.
Wings of Cfumge is good reading within a well-documented history lesson. It shows the accelerated cultural and economic changes brought about by
just one facet of the military during World War II. The writer gives us snapshots. of the politics and persuasions employed for economic enhancement for
particular areas, as well as the competition involved.
Although not every airfield installation was chronicled, there was
enough coverage of bases in all areas of Texas to calculate the economic and
cultural changes in every base locale. Alexander not only shows the impact of
the areas occupied by the bases, but also on the million or so men and women
who trained on the bases and appreciated Texas hospitality. Quotes from those
directly involved accentuates the human side of the events.
I kept wanting to see pictures of the former and present base sites presented inside the stories of particular bases instead of turning to the small collection at the end of the book. I am assuming a quantity of photos of the bases
was not readily available.
The appendix gives a good record of the morphing of the bases from
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"vanished" to present usage.
I recommend this book not only for the historian or aviation enthusiast
but for anyone who enjoys good stories about real people and places.

Bob Dunn
Nacogdoches, Texas

The New Texas Challenge: Population Change and the Future o.fTexas, Steve
H. Murdock, Steve White, MD, Nazrul Hoque, Beverly PecoUe,
Xuihong You, and Jennifer Balkan (Texas A&M University Press, 4354
TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2003. Contents. Tables.
Figures. References. Index. P. 240, $19.95. Paperback.

The New Texas Challenge addresses changes projected in Texas' population from 2000 to 2040 by Steve H. Murdock and associates. Murdock is a
Regent's Professor and head of the Department of Rural Sociology at Texas
A&M University, the official Texas demographer, and the director of the
Center for Demographic and Socio-economic Research and Education in the
Texas A&M University System,
The NeH' Texas Challenge is a second look at the implications of changing demographics in Texas, the first being The Texas Challen~e, published in
1996 and 1997. The New Texas Challenge uses information from the Census
of 2000 to re-examine previous projections to determine from where Texas
has come and in which direction it is headed by looking at four prevalent
trends: changes in rates and sources of population growth; the aging and age
structure of the Texas population; growth in the non-Anglo population; and
the changing composition of Texas households. The projections of the continuation of these trends and the possible impacts on governments are shown,
promising both new opportunities as well as challenges. To qualify the projections in The New Texas Challenge, projections are presented in three different scenarios: the tlrst scenario, (0.0), describes what the population would
be like with net migration being zero-the increase a result of natural means
only, are provided as a means of comparison; the second projection, (I .0),
assumes that the rates of increase in the I990s (considered high), both by natural means and by immigration, will continue throughout the projection period; and the third, (0.5), is a projection based on half the immigration rate of
1990-2000.
The New Texas Challenge contains information valuable not only to
Texas government institutions, but also to businesses and business owners,
teachers and parent~, and Texas' population as a whole. As stated by W1l1iam
P. Hobby, Jr., in the foreword, "Texas needs more students and doctors, and
fewer prisoners." How it is to achieve that goal remains unsaid, but current
projections are indeed a "wake-up call," and will at least provide enlightened
readers an opportunity to prepare to meet Texas' upcoming challenges and to
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change her historical trends for the better. The title of this book suggests with
veiled optimism the timbre of its contents, whieh leaves the reader somber,
pensive. and motivated.
Matthew A. Page
Conigan, Texas

First Down. Houston: The Birth ofan NFL Franchise, Ann Wilkes Tucker and
Mickey Herskowitz (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU,
College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2003. The Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston. B&W Photos. Intro. Essay. P. 224. $29.95. Paperback.
In First Down, Houston: The Birth of an NFL Franchise, Ann Wilkes
Tucker, Mickey Herskowitz, and Robert Clark bring to life the story of the
inaugural season of the Houston Texans. Ann Tucker is the Gus and Lyndall
Wortham Curator of Photography for the Houston Museum of Fine Arts.
Robert Clark is a photographer who worked with Buzz Bissinger to create the
book Friday Night Lights. This book is one of two projects that were undertaken to celebrate the opening season of the Houston Texans.
An essay entitled More Than A Game by Mickey Herskowitz introduces
the Houston Texans to readers who may be unfamiliar with the team or the
game of football. The 225 pictures take viewers through a typical week for the
Texans. Beginning with team practice, Clark's pictures capture the preparation that a NFL player goes through for the Sunday game. The fans are introduced next to the ritual of the tailgate party and then moving lnto the stadium.
Readers are then redirected to the players and their pre-game warm-up. Shots
of the locker room have players stretching, meditating, and reviewing lastminute details before they run out onto the field. The game begins with the
players being introduced to their fans by running through an inflated football
helmet. A typical game is shown through various photos taken from the entire
season in 2002. Once the game is over, win or lose, the camera takes the reader back into the locker room where the post-game, cool-down takes place. The
players remove their uniforms, bloody bandages, and other marks that indicated they have played a football game. The last photo shows a wasteba'iket
full of used tape, bandages, and towels.
Ann Wilkes Tucker's and Robert Clark's story of the inaugural sea'ion of
the Houston Texans illustrates and completes the NFL's homecoming to
Houston. The reader sees the life of the Houston Texans as illustrating "the
beginning of a beautiful relationship" between the Texans and the people of
Houston.
Allan Ebert TI
Houston, Texas
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The American West in 2000: Essays in Honor of Gerald D. Nash, Richard W.
Etulain and Ferenc M. Szasz, editors (University of New Mexico Press,
1720 Lomas Blvd NE, University Press MSC 01 1200, Albuquerque,
NM 87131-0001) 2003. Contents. Contributors. Index. P. 208. $29.95.
Hardcover.
Following Gerald D. Nash's retirement from the University of New
Mexico 1n the mid-1990s, his colleagues decided to honor his contributions to
the study of western American history by publishing a book of essays on the
American West since] 945. Written by colleagues and former students, this
collection of essays provides readers with an overview of the social, economic, and environmental issues that emerged in the American West during the
late twentieth century.
The collection of essays contains two articles written by Nash's former
students. Margaret Connell-Szasz offers readers a comparative study between
the Native American and Celtic cultures as each group experienced a cultural
renaissance during the late twentieth century. Another of Nash's students,
Christopher 1. Haggard, write~ an essay in which he maintains that the environmental movement that arose during the 1970s caused western mining companies to reevaluate their traditional mining practices.
Nash's colleagues also contributed to the book of essays. In an article
written by Ferenc Szasz, the author disputes the idea that a shared sense of
rehgious community had disappeared from the American West during the post
World War II decades. Roger W. Lotchin compares urban sprawl in the
American West to other regions in the United States during the late twentieth
century. Richard W. Etulain concludes the work with a discussion of how
Nash's scholarship on the modern American West helped reshape the study of
western history.
Each essay is well written and thoroughly researched. Addit1onally, this
work provides readers with a valuable resource on the history of the American
West in the twentieth century.
Nash made numerous contributions to the study of western history in the
twentieth century throughout his career. These essays illustrate the impact that
Nash has had upon this historical field.
Kevin M. Brady
Texas Christian University
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Cabin Fever: The Roberts-Farris Cabin, A Campus. A Cabin, A Community,
A. Carolina Castillo Crimm, editor (Texas Review Press, English
Department, P. O. Box 2146, SHSU, Huntsville, TX 7734L-2146) 2002.
Contents. Biblio. Color Photos. P. 88. $15.00. Paperback.
After reading this book, it will be obvious to anyone that perseverance,
desire, dedication, tenacity, and work ethic far outweigh engineering, architecture, resources, and labor in some historical preservation projects. This
small volume illustrates what a teacher and a class can do when the window
of opportunity opens to save a small, hand-hewn log cabin from ruin and to
resurrect the structure in a prominent place of honor in their city.
Dr. Crimm and a handful of students taking a summer course had the
vision which would become a reality only after stumbling blocks were overcome time and time again. She gathered momentum from the community and
its leaders. Nicknamed the "Crimm Reaper," she sought people, money, and
free advice using her "ant theory." To her credit, everyone got caught up in
the project and worked long, hot hours, including prison inmates who volunteered after the classes ended. It is amazing that no one was injured and that
the cabin is really standing today on the town square of Huntsville!
The students, working by day on the cabin, worked by night to write
papers on many aspects of relevant local history. Since this cabin was moved
three times prior to coming to town, these students researched and wrote of
the familles who lived in the cabin, the land, property and social history of the
cabin, along with prominent locals, early social life, churches, and children's
toys and games of the era. These assignments become Part 11 of the book.

The reader will see this book as an exciting, interesting, unbelievably
entertaining saga of saving an historic landmark. Dr. Crimm's project was not
only successful in educating students and the community ahout the importance of historic preservation, but awakening the public's interest in doing
likewise. This would be an excellent book to teach people how not to move a
log cabin!
Linda Cross
Tyler Junior College
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